- Integrative
yo Health Solutions

|

Introducing

Dr Kyra Bames
to our practice
and local
community.

Consulfing
Tuesday & Friday

Dr Bamnes is a family GP with an
interest in all areas of general
medicine. She welcomes new
patients and urgent appointments.

For all your healthcare needs
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13 Laffers Rd, BELAIR SA 5052  Ph: 08 7231 1628

Phone 0428 246 824

THE BLACKWOOD

Times

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

Your Blackwood
Hills Specialist

Peter Alexandrou
0412 833 501
petera@harrisre.com.au

208 Main Road, Blackwood SA 5051

this world class spectacle

Blackwood
Tax & Accounting

Specialising in:

v Individual Taxation

v Small to Medium size
businesses

v Corporate & Trust
Accounting

v Self Managed Super
Funds

Phone 8278 6655
18 Coromandel Parade
Blackwood

www.bwta.com.au
admin@bwta.com.au

Keeping the Community Informed since 1994

Wittunga entry
fee claims refuted

Catch the thrill and excitement of the Tour Down Under peleton
as they climb Windy Point ... and you have two chances to witness

... see page 3 for more details.
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COUNTRY MEAT

BELACKWOOD

- JANUARY SPECIALS -

Thin and Thick Pork
Sausages pggo—m

~ - -
Size #25

Drunken Chicken

Available in 12
different flavours

$21 99ea

DRAKES SHOPPING CENTRE
248 MAIN ROAD BLACKWOOD
PHONE 8278 2378

DISTINCT CONVEYANCING

L/

 Residential Buying/Selling

%8278 3351

© office@distinctconveyancing.com.au

O 2/165 Main Road Blackwood

o Family/Marital Transfers
e Deceased Estate Transfers

e Form 1 Preparation @ www.distinctconveyancing.com.au

Experience the Distinct Conveyancing difference today.

Providing quality garden supplies
and products to Adelaide Hills
homeowners for over 25 years

8278 6133

7 DAY DELIVERIES % LOAN TRAILERS*

*Conditions apply

BLACKWOOD
LANDSCAPE &
FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

Get your garden ready for spring ....
Composts - Soils - Mulch : Building Supplies &
Aggregate : Bagged Garden Products

BLAackwooD LANDSCAPE & FIREWOOD

Find an on
n Facebogl
www.blackwoodlfs.com.au

395 MAIN ROAD, COROMANDEL VALLEY (Next to ‘Duck Inn’)
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THE Old Belair Golf course came alive on December 9 as the
inaugural Belair National Park ‘parkrun’ took flight.

Around 320 people ran and walked the new course including
the Premier of South Australia, Hon Peter Malinauskas and
Minister for Sport, Recreation and Racing, the Hon Katrine
Hildyard.

“If you have been following on the journey, then you will
know that parkrun Belair itself came to light after I put a
Facebook call out in January last year for a working group,”
said Waite MP Catherine Hutchesson.

A dedicated group formed and after a lot of work with
trail design, the paperwork, fundraising and negotiating with
National Parks and parkrun, the day finally arrived.

“I would like to thank all of the volunteers that worked hard

Lt0 get us to this point, especially Jason Hughes who has been

— ‘parkrun’ is finally up and running —

incredible in terms of his organisation and negotiation
with parkrun. We are all very excited to welcome you to
our event,” said Catherine.

Without the support of the sponsors it would not have
been possible. When a group is looking to establish a parkrun
they need to raise $7500 to pay for things like website, equip-
ment, defibrillator and insurance.

“We are very grateful to our sponsors that included the
Premier, CosyWrap Insulation, Trail Running SA, the Rotary
Club of Coromandel Valley and our office also contributed to
bring the whole event together.

“We would also like to thank the National Parks staff, espe-
cially local Senior Ranger, Brent Lores who has been very
supportive and helped with trail maintenance and his team for
preparing the Old Golf Course site,” explained Catherine.

¢ Photo - Some of the 200 participants lined up and ready for the start of
the ‘parkrun’ Belair event 2 held in the Belair National Park on the former
Golf Course site in December

parkrun is for everyone of any age; you can run it or walk
it. Kids are welcome too and if they are under 14, they need
to stay with their parent, and dogs are also allowed but must be
kept on a handheld leash, not a waist harness.

Afterwards, you can enjoy a coffee at the Goat Shed Café
which opens early Saturday mornings for the parkrun partici-
pants.

You do need to register to be involved and you can do that
through the parkrun website.

parkrun will now be operating every Saturday morning at
the Old Belair Golf Course at 7:45am for an 8am start. Come
along and join in the fun of the great outdoors. a Ly

Outstanding community success
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“ALL records were surpassed at last month’s Christmas Tree
Festival, celebrated in Tiwu Kumangka, our new community
centre,” said Pauline Dodd, joint co-ordinator of the 2023
Festival.

“Over 2000 people, mostly locals, came to the event to
view the wonderland of trees decorated by over 65 diverse
community groups, involving over 1300 people. The chil-
dren’s craft activities proved very popular again with the
organisers and supervisors run off their feet.

“We are grateful for the efforts of over 100 local people
who assisted with the festival, and to the CFS for delivering
purchased trees despite the terrible weather on Sunday even-
ing,” added Pauline

Over $15,000 was collected from people buying
Christmas trees and hand crafted treasures from Santa’s
store, and through the gold coin donation on entry.

@ Photo - The Christmas Tree Festival attracted over 2000
visitors to Tiwu Kumangka, including local centenarian Mary
Strange (who appeared on the front page of the August edition of
The Blackwood Times when celebrating her 100th birthday)

eacfert]

Once costs have been taken into account, they will be able
to donate generously to the local CFS, Lions’ Hearing Dogs
Project and Beacon 24.

Visit www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au in a few weeks’
time, if you are keen to know the amount to be distributed.

“We are appreciative of the wonderful support from key
sponsors City of Mitcham, Chandler’s Hill Christmas Tree
Farm, Rola Australia Lighting & Sound, and Westfield
Local Heroes Award, as well as the many other local busi-
nesses that supported the community in this event.

“Special mention also of The Blackwood Times,
Catherine Hutchesson MP and her team, Blackwood Hire,
Woolworths and Coles. Please see the panel below for some
of the other businesses who contributed.

“A big thank you also to all the people who have attended
craft classes over the last 18 months, creating gifts for
Santa’s store; to the Blackwood Action Group Committee
and BAG’s Christmas Tree Festival core group,” said
Pauline.

[ See below for a list of some of the businesses who sup-
ported the 2023 Christmas Tree Festival.

Thank you for your generous support

\ ﬁ]’ Rebekha (
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Habitat * Green Dispensary * Bloom Town Florist * Amanda’s Florist and Baskets
Magarey’s Apple and Pear Orchard * Waite Electorate Office * Signs By Knight
Banner Mitre 10 * S & P Graphics * Waggon Wheels Fruit Market * Baker’s Delight
State Flora Nursery * The Fish Man - True Blue Seafoods * Shakespeare’s Books
Karkoo Nursery * Sushi Park * Bunnings - Edwardstown * Blackwood RSL Club
Crowies Paints * Blackwood Business Network

And thank you to these Community Groups for your help:

Zonta Club * CFS - Cherry Gardens * St Mary’s Community Shed * Mitcham Felters
Blackwood Baptist Men’s Shed * Blackwood Primary School * Blackwood Floral Art Group
Heights Village Craft Group * Rotary Club of Blackwood

MEET THE DIFFERENCE
IN REAL ESTATE

DAVE & SAEAH SMITH
[ B e

#1 AGENTS

BACTADAD, CLIMALTR
HENTHOERD{NT . [TW HELS
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Garden remains free-to-access asset

by James Swanborough

A RECENT campaign of misinformation has left confusion and
anxiety amongst some members in the community regarding the
future of entry to Wittunga Botanic Garden.

“Local community members have been subjected to a bar-
rage of false claims by the SA Liberal Opposition, alleging that
the State Government plans to impose entry and car parking
fees at the beloved Wittunga Botanic Garden,” said Catherine
Hutchesson MP, Member for Waite.

These allegations have been categorically denied and con-
demned by Catherine, who has taken it upon herself to correct
the misinformation, which she described as causing unnecessary
panic among the community.

“Wittunga Botanic Garden would continue to be a free-to-
access community asset, emphasising the importance of access
to nature,” said Catherine.

She revealed that the Board of the Botanic Gardens and State
Herbarium (BGSH) had written to SA Liberal Opposition Leader
David Speirs, expressing their disappointment over the mislead-
ing “No Picnic Tax” campaign.

The campaign falsely claimed that proposed changes to the
BGSH Act 1978 would introduce general entry charges to the
Botanic Gardens and parking fees at Wittunga.

“These allegations were baseless and that the proposed amend-
ments were intended to provide flexibility for commercial oppor-
tunities, such as co-branded food and drinks, to supplement
the Gardens’ income,” explained Catherine. “Additionally, the
legislatives provisions only allow for entry fees to be charged for
special events.”

Presiding Botanic Gardens board member Judy Potter directly
responded to the campaign, writing to Leader of the Opposition,
David Speirs, “A central tenet of this campaign is the incorrect
claim that these changes to the act will result in the introduc-

tion of general entry charges to the Adelaide Botanic
Garden, the Mount Lofty Botanic Garden and the
Wittunga Botanic Garden.

“No proposed changes to the Act reference general
entry charging, with the exception of special sites and
projects that have been subject to entry charges for
many years, and across multiple governments,” Potter
wrote.

“Given that we were very clear with your team on
this, statements that there is a plan to introduce gen-
eral entry charges across our sites, and the stress that
this claim is causing our loyal visitors and our staff,
are particularly disappointing.”

Catherine also condemned the SA Liberals for
their deliberate attempt to mislead the community for
political gain and urged Speirs to rectify the misin-
formation. She stressed that the suggestion of intro-
ducing general entry charges was a gross misrepre-
sentation of the Board’s position and the intended
amendments to the Act.

Under the existing Act, the Board of the Botanic
Gardens has always had the power to introduce entry
fees. However, Catherine clarified that this power
has never been enacted in the history of the Botanic
Gardens and would not be supported by either the
Board or the Malinauskas Labor Government.

To remove all doubts, amendments were lodged by
the Labor Government on 18 October 2023 to entirely
remove the power to charge general entry fees from the Act.

Catherine expressed regret if any community members had
filled in a petition that had inadvertently given the SA Liberals
their personal details for no reason. She reiterated her apprecia-
tion for Wittunga Botanic Garden as a community asset, includ-

s o
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4 Photo - The beautiful Wittunga Botanic Garden on Shepherds Hill Road at
Eden Hills continues to offer visitors the opportunity to explore the stunning col-
lection of local and international plants with no entry charge

ing its array of native plants and the popular nature play area
used by local kids.

She reaffirmed her commitment to ensuring the Wittunga
Botanic Gardens remain a free-to-access community asset,
inviting anyone with questions or who would like a copy of the
Botanic Gardens Board’s letter to get in touch with her office.

Windy Point offers best seat | Shop local to help save our community

in the house to view peleton

IF YOU don’t have anything
planned for Sunday, January 14
(Women) and January 21 (Men),

for an extended loop through
towns including Mylor, Aldgate,
Uraidla, Stirling, Crafers and

BY THE EDITOR

—@® Santos

ON top of the challenges faced from
the Covid pandemic, small businesses
are still struggling, plus many are now
impacted by the current economic cli-

arrive ... and then they may not even fit!l.
Buying local, you are assured of hav-
ing your purchase in your hands immedi-
ately, and if it needs exchanging or
returning, can be done quickly and local-
ly at the store you bought it from. a

you have a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to check out the
Santos Tour Down Under as it
makes it way up Windy Point to
Blackwood and down through
Coromandel Valley.

At a glance, Stage 6 for the
men, which starts from Unley, all
comes down to this ... the riders
will be weary, especially after
tackling Willunga Hill twice the
day before.

They will also be focused on
the 128.2-kilometre task at hand:
a sharp climb to Windy Point,
then into the Adelaide Hills

Bridgewater.

“What a great opportuni-
ty for the community to get in
on the action and cheer on the
riders - twice,” said Catherine
Hutchesson, local MP for Waite.

“I encourage everyone who
lives or owns a business along
the route to get involved and dec-
orate their front yards, building
facades, fences and invite family
and friends to come along, have a
BBQ and enjoy the races.

“Windy Point will also be an
excellent vantage point as the
riders painfully climb the hill. I

REAL

ESTATE
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Belair Vines Shopping Centre

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

tour mate and high interest rates.
down It is vitally important that you shop
Ll HEIEI" locally when you can, and support

imagine it will be the best view-
ing spot available and hope we
can create a bit of a party atmos-
phere there and throughout our
community,” added Catherine.

The Windy Point climb for the
men is Category One and is the
day’s first task. It will be tackled
just under four kilometres into
racing — and with a maximum
gradient of 20% on the 3.8-kilo-
metre ascent, it’s sure to reignite
aching muscles.

From there, all eyes turn to
Mount Lofty and the two passes
that remain. It’s stats are also
formidable: Category One, with
1.3 kilometres at a maximum
incline of 13.3 per cent. Will this
stage winner take overall glory
too?

A first pass of Mt Lofty forms
part of this circuit, while the
second is set to deliver the stage
winner — and possibly an overall
champion as well.

3O For more details, visit www.
tourdownunder.com.au

all our wonderful small businesses
owners.

When you shop at local business-
es, some of the money you have
handed over, ends up back in our
community.

However, when you shop at
Westfield Marion, Pasadena, in the
city, or ‘on-line’ ... you will never see
your shopping dollars end up back in
our community.

There are so many local clubs,
groups and organisations that rely on
the generosity of the local business
community for sponsorship ... and
where does this money come from ....
that’s right, you ... local shoppers.

So if you enjoy the convenience of
shopping locally with friendly service,
then Blackwood businesses need
your support now.

When out shopping, support local
and help retain the great range of
businesses we have in our district.

And if you think you may be sav-
ing money by shopping online ...
then think again, as with the delays
and trouble being experienced in
the freight industry ... your may end
up waiting weeks for your goods to

Need De-Cluttering
& Home Styling?

Call Us: 08 7222 9222

CellarbratiOns

o m— |
PIKES

CLARE VALLEY

RIESLING

/{ ¥
\ .Normally

$26 each /

o $40'

*On presentation of this voucher.
Special valid to 31 January 2024.

243 Main Rd Blackwood

Phone 8278 5341
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Exploring historical fauna stories of the district

IT’S interesting to learn, that in 1916, there
was much discussion as to whether the
‘native porcupine’ (aka echidna) found in
Eden Hills was indigenous to the district.

Perhaps more surprising was commen-
tary in 1962 The recent appearance of a
large koala bear (!!) in...Blackwood is
not only interesting but encouraging to
those lovers of nature who, for some years,
have considered him to be extinct in South
Australia......

While in 1965, it seemed to be the job
of Mitcham Council staff and police to
catch roaming kangaroos. After about a
four mile chase that...finished in Turners
Avenue, one kangaroo was captured and
taken to the Blackwood Police Station in
a utility.

Historically, snakes were a popular
topic in reporting. A 1927 tip to campers’
advised digging up ant beds and making a
mud floor for your tent with the thinking
being that snakes have a mortal horror of
ants and that the strong scent of the ants
clung to the clay for years.

Intriguingly, Mr Richard Bell of
Blackwood confessed to a great fondness
for big snakes, with his present (1905)
boa sleeping around his feet in his bed.
Mr Bell said the boa is perfectly clean, lies
still, and very seldom disturbs him.

Feral animals, both those escaped from
ships and those actively released to provide
both recreation and a food source for the
European settlers, were in the Mitcham
Hills from early times with many remain-
ing a problem to this day.

S.A. Zoological Societies and conserva-
tion groups began in the 1800s as aware-
ness of ecological balance grew.

Locally, Edwin Ashby (of Wittunga)
was prominent. In 1921, he suggested that
farmers be urged to set apart on their farms
small reserves and plant them with suitable
bushes and small trees, where insectivo-
rous birds would breed.

Further, that the Government, when lay-
ing out new country townships, always set
apart a block of indigenous scrub for the
instruction of the generations to come.

Missed your copy of The Blackwood Times

View recent editions on line at
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

This year, the Blackwood Action Group History articles will be themed around the fauna of the district
as we explore historical stories of native species, conservation, feral animals and other curious animal tales.

‘Feral animals in Mitcham Hills from early times with some still around today!

Blackwood resident Mr Brian Glover
was also a notable conservationist. In
1966, he commented that the public was
becoming more sympathetic to the case
for conservation, but that there was much
to be done, before we could consider that
we were protecting our natural assets,
plants, animals and scenery, as well as our
own chances of survival.

It was not until 1980 that Blackwood
opened its first pet shop (183 Main
Road, Blackwood - next to Banner Mitre
10 Hardware) selling goats, baby emus,
snakes, tropical fish, birds, mice and more.
I wonder how many baby emus were sold
and how their owners managed them when
fully grown!

We’d love to hear your historical local
animal stories via The Blackwood Times
... Letters to the Editor. Perhaps you even
have photos?

1 For more information on BAG activities,
phone 0408 117 003 or visit their website at :
www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au
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EDEN Hills resident, Lynne Flavel has a
bright talent for bringing colour to chil-
dren’s lives.

“I have been moved by the plight of
displaced Syrian families, many of whom

lost their lives trying to get to Turkey in
small boats,” said Lynne.

So in her spare time, she has used her
knitting and sewing skills to make cloth-
ing for children held in Turkish refugee

LIONS BARGAIN CENTRE

e

‘ HILLS 0Z
XWORD NO 72

Wa Sarve
Unveamea saweame goods dutlenng your bMestyle?
Take them to the Lions Basgan Centre, Colebrook
Drre@, Eden Hills on Satwrday morning (8.30 -12.30]
or ring the Blackwood Lions on 8370 2144 for a pickup
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camps.

After retiring in 2020,
she found the costs
involved in sending par-
cels to Turkey prohibi-
tive, but she wanted to
continue to create inter-
esting clothes for tod-
dlers.

The current trend for
pale, almost colourless
infant wear sold by the
large retailers prompted
her to start a hobby busi-
ness, Funky Knits by
Lynne.

Putting her creative
skills to work, she pro-
duces unique items for
babies and preschoolers.
Every item is a one-off.
None are exactly the
same.

Lynne uses colours,

¢ Photo - Lynne with a
selection of her stunning
colourful handmade gar-
ments for kids which are
available on-line

—_—
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4 Photo - Jackie Smith (co-partner with Steven Harbottle)
of Blackwood Pets finds “some of her animals a handful at
feeding time”. (Hills Gazette 24 Sept 1980 p9)

Unique items bring colour to kids clothing

textures, images and geometric shapes to
create items that are visually interesting,
comfortable to wear, and machine wash-
able. A must for 21st century mums.

For the past three years, Lynne has
been a regular stallholder at the monthly
Blackwood Craft Market, but has now
moved to make her clothing available
exclusively online.

More than 250 individual items are for
sale, with prices ranging from $20 to $75,
to fit newborn babies and children up to
the age of five.

The range includes hats, shorts, dresses,
summer and winter overalls, retro style
rompers, winter coats, baby sleeping bags
and summer and winter knitwear.

As well as making her Funky Knits
clothing, Lynne is president of the
Cumberland Park Orchestra where she
plays the violin.

She also creates quirky garden art for
her large garden and is working on textile
art projects, with a view to entering them
in the 2024 Blackwood Rotary Art Show.

She recently retired from the Hills
Choral Society where she was the choir
librarian.

Lynne offers free postage within South
Australia and customers can also collect
their order from her home in Eden Hills.

[ To see Lynne’s full range of childrens-
wear, visit her website at: www.funkyknits.
com.au
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1. To SAVE local businesses money on transaction fees
2. To GIVE businesses more control over their profits

3. To SUPPORT YOUR local economy and community
4. To KEEP YOUR purchase and location anonymous
5. To KEEP cash alive!!

Using cash can be inconvenient ... but what if it’s worth it?? &= :
Here’s a 2 minute read ... see what you think ... www.keepcashalive.com

Sent to “The Blackwood Times’ by anonymous reader & local shopper

Cash!!
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Main Road sites may dictate Blackwood’s future

by James Swanborough

CONFIDENTIAL talks held by Mitcham Council in late
November around the sale of the two sites on Main Road, look
set to shape the future face of Blackwood.

As a part of the strategic aspirations for the area along Main
Road, the council will seek to develop buildings that incorpo-
rate “a mix of uses over multiple levels, integrated and cohesive
carparking, improvements to pedestrian connectivity and revi-
talised streetscapes,” in accordance with their Strategic Project
Overview.

Over many years, Blackwood Centre has been the subject of
various masterplans, concept plans and streetscape plans.

In February 2019, Council endorsed a Spatial Vision for the
City and a series of supporting Precinct Structure Plans, includ-
ing for Blackwood Centre, providing its in-principle support for
the sale of Council owned land located at 207-211 and 213-217
Main Road, Blackwood, housing the former Blackwood Library
and Karkoo Nursery the following year, conditional on the con-
struction of the new library and community centre.

With the construction now completed, Mitcham Council pro-
ceeded to market in relation to the sale of the subject land earlier
this year, with Leedwell Property engaged as sales agents.

The council’s strategy is to affirm Blackwood Centre’s strong

identity as a unique hills destination supported by clear physical
and cultural focal points and a broad range of services, leisure
and lifestyle offerings. The plan also hopes to retain the current
walkable main street, increasing vibrancy both day and night
by attracting visitors and offering a diversity of housing choices
nearby.

A range of transport options and improved amenity for pedes-
trians are also strong focal points.

With a series of offers on the table, Mitcham Council will
determine which, if any, they wish to pursue for development.

Though little has been confirmed in terms of support for spe-
cific expressions of interest in the site, the zone is characterised
in the Planning and Design Code as a mixed use area with a
strong residential focus that provides a diverse range of medium
density housing options primarily in multi-level medium rise
buildings (up to three storeys) supported by compatible non-
residential land uses oriented towards a primary road corridor,
high frequency public transport, activity centre or significant
open space.

Prior community feedback for this site has indicated a strong
preference for mixed-use development with a housing focus,
together with commercial or other compatible uses at ground-
floor level fronting Main Road. A preference for parking within
an under croft/basement structure, and a quality design outcome

which considers the broader built form and environmental con-
text of Blackwood.

State government planning reforms for new developments have
meant significant changes are beginning to take place in terms of
the height and types of buildings being constructed in urban and
suburban areas.

Mayor of Mitcham, Dr Heather Holmes-Ross has referred to
this as an opportunity to reimagine what Blackwood is capable
of achieving as an urban centre, while retaining much of it’s dis-
tinct character.

“Rezoning allows us to go higher than we could have in the
past. From our point of view, we have to increase density, we are
required to do that by the State Government,” said Heather.

“We feel the best place to have that density is around the trans-
port hub and business precinct. By increasing density along the
main road, we hope that will slow or halt an increase in density
in the surrounding suburban areas,” explained Heather.

“We want to provide housing diversity, in particular for older
members of our community looking to downsize and live in
very close proximity to the Blackwood precinct. There are many
people in the community who have raised their families here,
who are getting to an age where they want to downsize, and don’t
want to be reliant on driving to get to the shops.

So we are trying to provide that for our community.” a

Student power results in new
bus shelter near their school

Your donations still needed
to help struggling families

STUDENTS in Year 5 and 6 classes at
Hawthorndene Primary School have been
learning about community activism and advo-
cacy this year, when they decided there was a
need for bus shelters near their school.

They wrote to local MP, Catherine
Hutchesson with some very persuasive argu-
ments that included ...

‘Every few days there is an elderly woman
that comes to a bus stop with possibly her
grandchildren. She is gripping onto the pole as
well as comforting the young children with the
soft grip of her hands. There is wobbly uneven
ground underneath her and all she wants is to
sit down. This is where the bus shelter comes
into place’

and

‘Just imagine it’s the middle of winter. You're
outside waiting for the bus in the alarming
winds and drenching rains. You open your
umbrella. Too late! Before you know it, its dis-
appeared into the murky distance. Sitting there,
cold and dripping wet, you can only wish for
a shelter at the Hawthorndene Primary School
Bus stop.’

Catherine agreed with their argument and
forwarded all of their letters to the Minister
for Infrastructure and Transport, Hon Tom
Koutsantonis to review.

In August last year, the students were advised
that they had been successful in their advo-
cacy and new bus shelters would be installed
both near the school, and also at the bottom of
Rankey’s Hill Road.

As many Blackwood High students also wait
there for the bus, quite often in the rain, the
students also learned that they would be able
to help with the art work. The students, with
the help of their very dedicated teacher, Ric
MacDonald, got to work on their artwork, both
native animals and their favourite sports, and
the Department on the shelters.

Then on Friday, December 15, some of the
students last day of Primary School ever, the
shelters were unveiled.

The artwork was done by local artist Adam

Thomas Gas

Distributors of Bulk &
Cylinder L P Gas

Compare our prices today!

Serving the Adelaide Hills
for over 50 years

42 Churinga Road, ALDGATE

Ph 8339 2388

e: Ipgasorders@thomasgas.com.au
www.thomasgas.com.au

Poole-Mottinshaw and he worked to transfer the
students designs onto the shelter (see above).

“What a great lesson in collective action and
local community advocacy these students have
had. I am so glad that with the help of the
Hawthorndene students, the Rail Care team and
Adam, that these shelters have been delivered,”
said Catherine.

Feel free to wander past and have a look, and
for those Hawthorndene local public transport
users, the students hope that you enjoy the new
shelters. a

“ON behalf of all of the community groups
and individuals, schools and businesses that
have generously participated and donated time
to the rebirth of our local Beacon charity, we
are genuinely thankful,” said Tracey Yeend,
joint co-ordinator of the program.

‘Beacon 24’ was officially launched at the
end of October 2023 to assist local families
with a 24 hour emergency food supply in
times of hardship.

“We would like to thank all the generous
community members who have, and continue
to donate the items for collection. We do ask
if you could please stick to the published list
of items to donate, to enable consistency in the
donations,” added Tracey.

Some people and families will continue
to experience hardship throughout 2024, so
please pick up some of the items listed when
out shopping, and drop off at one of the nomi-
nated locations.

And if you are in need of help, Emergency
Food Packs can be collected from the Church
of Christ, Catherine Hutchesson’s MP office
and on weekends from the Green Dispensary.

While over the holiday period, the packs
can be collected from the Green Dispensary
(except on Public Holidays).

“We wish you a very happy and healthy
2024 and once again, thank you for support-
ing your community. We sincerely welcome
ongoing donations in 2024 - please continue to
donate when you can,” added Tracey.

‘Beacon 24’ needs for your help
... can you donate some of these items :
Pasta sauces
Pasta (including gluten free)
Tinned soup
Tinned baked beans & spaghetti
Long life milk (including non dairy varieties)
Breakfast cereal (with long use by dates)
Jam (not homemade), Vegemite and/or Peanut
butter
Muesli bars (long used by dates)
Treat foods such as chocolate / biscuits etc
(long use by dates)
Tea & Coffee
Long life juice
Toilet paper & Tissues
Pet food
Sanitary ltems

AN AN N NN NN

AN NI NN

O Your donations can be dropped into the
local MP office at 7 Young St; Blackwood
Church of Christ (cnr Waite St and Shepherds
Hill Rd); and Green Dispensary Blackwood
(202 Main Road).

Deanne Edwards
Principal Funeral Director

Embrace Funerals

143 Daws Road St Marys
www.embracefunerals.com.au
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Community garden celebrates 10 years

4 Photo -
Cutting of the
cake with some
of the members
of Joans Patch
Community
Garden cele-
brating their

10th birthday
(front from

left): Catherine
Hutchesson MP
for Waite, Deb
Bryant, Joans
Patch co-ordin-
ator with Mitcham
Mayor Dr Heather
Holmes-Ross

TEN years ago, a large patch of land behind Joan’s Pantry at
Hawthorndene sat empty, being over taken by weeds, until a
group of keen local gardeners came up with the idea of estab-
lishing a community garden ... now known as Joan’s Patch
Community Garden.

So in November last year, about 30 people attended a function
to celebrate their achievements and the 10 year birthday.

Guests included the Mayor of Mitcham, Dr Heather Holmes-
Ross; the MP for Waite, Catherine Hutchesson; Councillors for
Park Ward, Cr Tom Morrison and Cr Corin McCarthy; and the
Councillor for Overton Ward, Cr Jane Bange who is also a past
member of the garden.

There were representatives from local businesses and organi-
sations who have supported the garden, past members, and cur-
rent members of the garden. Many families attended.

Guests enjoyed wandering through the garden and observing
what has been achieved over the 10 years that the garden has
existed.

The pictorial timeline displayed in the Information Bay and

produced by Steve Rogers, a long-time member of the garden,
shows the development of the garden over this time.

Catherine Hutchesson gave the Acknowledgement of Country
in the Kaurna language and English, which was very powerful
and moving.

Peter Carter, Chairperson of Joan’s Patch welcomed everyone
and gave an outline of the main achievements in the Garden dur-
ing its 10- year History.

He thanked Lisa and Matthew Down, owners of Joan’s Pantry,
for their support over these 10 years, acknowledging that it was
their vision and generosity that enabled a community garden
behind the café to be developed.

Peter then thanked Mitcham Council, from whom they have
received two grants, and local businesses and organisations
who have given them such great support. He also thanked past
and current members for their involvement and commitment to
achieving something special.

[ If you would like to find out more on Joan’s Patch Community
Garden, email Deb on: debbryant@bigpond.com

Wellness sessions back in
2024 by popular demand

“IT IS with great pleasure that we can announce that the
Mitcham & Hills Wellness Education sessions will return this
year, commencing in February,” said Tracey Yeend, joint co-
ordinator of the popular program.

“There are 10 sessions planned for the year, continuing to be
presented on the second Tuesday of the month and keeping the
location of the Blackwood Uniting Church (at the roundabout).
All seminars will be 5pm for a 5.30pm start.

The full program for the year is still to be finalised, however,
the first two seminars have been organised.

The first session is on February 13, and presented by the
experienced Trainer and Facilitator from Banksia Coast
Consulting, Brianna Melville.

She brings years of education expertise to provide you with
up to date information and training on providing First Aid for
yourself and those around you. This information is so impor-
tant in our daily lives, and can prepare you for appropriate
action should an incident arise.

Then on March 12, the presenter is Gail Miller, Aged Care
Consultant to Simplify Aged Care. If you or your family are
overwhelmed, confused, stressed or completely exasperated
with Aged Care issues, you need to attend this informative ses-
sion.

Gail’s expertise will assist you to navigate your Aged Care
journey and provide information to help you get the most from
available services.

All sessions are free to the public but you must book to
secure your seat. For bookings, please contact Catherine
Hutchesson’s Office on 8278 5844 or email waite@parliament.
sa.gov.au

A huge thank you to program sponsors, Peter Alexandrou
of Harris Real Estate Blackwood, The Green Dispensary
Blackwood and the incredible support from Catherine
Hutchesson, MP for Waite, and her amazing team. a
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‘No Falls’ program improves balance and confidence

“FALLS are the largest contributor of hospitali-
sation in older populations with 40 percent of
these hospitalisations resulting in death,” said
Ms Cat Lyndon, Fitness Co-ordinator at the
Blackwood Community Recreation Centre.

“While this is such an important issue, many
people still don’t take action with preventive or
supportive exercise.”

However, since 2021, the Blackwood
Recreation Centre has been running a ‘No Falls
Program’ aimed at those 65 years and older
who are at risk of or have had a fall.

The ‘No Falls Program’ is designed to sup-
port you throughout your journey and take your
balance and confidence to the next level!

Led by qualified exercise professionals,
the 10-week program is divided up into three
groups of beginner, intermediate and advanced
abilities to ensure everyone is challenged just
the right amount.

Each class is kept to a maximum of eight
participants to ensure lots of individual focus is
given to each participant. Each group will have
weekly classes as well as personalised home
programs to be used outside of class time.

Pre-program assessments are used to place
participants into groups and are contrasted
against post-program assessments to help show
the growth and improvements developed within
the program.

Many participants
are preaching the ben-
efits from the ‘No Falls
Program’ with Tina a
prime example of how
this program can change
your life.

When Tina started the
program, she felt unsure
on her feet after injur-
ing her back in a fall and
was the slowest and least
confident in her walking
group.

Now, she feels dra-
matically more con-
fident, is one of the
fastest in her walking
group, and has seen great
improvements in her bal-
ance.

Tina has some inspiring words for those
thinking of joining the No Falls Program ...

“You won’t lose anything by trying, and you
stand to gain so much. Increased confidence
born of the knowledge that you are more stable
and less likely to fall, either in the home or in
the street.

“l can wholeheartedly recommend the
instructors at Blackwood Rec, they make each

Looking for a local business or tradesperson...?
Check out your copy of the

2023 Blackwood
Business & Trade Directory

If you missed out
on a copy ...
go online to

activities in the
coolest part of

feel thirsty, drink
water. Take a
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bottle with the day and take cool showers temperature inside alone, older people,
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¢ Photo - Members of the ‘No Falls’ program at the Blackwood Rec Centre
getting ready for their next class with an instructor

class into such a fun occasion, it’s something
you look forward to each week.”

The Blackwood Rec Centre is taking expres-

sions of interest for their next No Falls Program
starting February 5.
[ If you or someone you know would benefit from
this program, please contact the Blackwood Rec
Centre today on 8278 8833 and leave your name,
phone number; and/or email: fithess@blackwood-
rec.com.au for Cat to be in touch with you.

How to Stay Healthy in the Heat wih these {ips:

at risk in the heat -
your neighbour living

people or pets
incars. The
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Environmental medallion made
from items destined for landfill

EACH year, MP for Waite, Catherine
Hutchesson, awards year 6 students
who’ve displayed outstanding care
and consideration for the environ-
ment, the Environmental Warrior
Award.

Well, the award includes a medal-
lion which is actually made from rub-
bish!! ... using old decking, soft drink
and milk lids, a fan blade, cassette
tape screws and second hand fabric.
They were all items destined for land-
fill but have now been upcycled.

“The future in Waite is bright. I
know our unique and special envi-
ronment is in good hands,” said
Catherine of the students.

She wanted to create a medal-
lion that was made from a recycled
resource and started with discs made
from an old decking post by her uncle
and aunty, Jon and Maxine Reding of

Upper Sturt.

But when she heard about the
efforts of Daniel Mee, who is turn-
ing hard-to-recycle plastic into 100%
recycled plastic panels, the opportu-
nity to take them to the next level, and
really champion what the award is all
about, took flight.

For the past few months, Daniel
has been working to build a network
of recyclers who help him collect and
sort the plastic, and local tinkers and
DIY’ers who design and build things
from the panels he makes.

“These medallions symbolise
society’s need to change from linear
‘take, make, waste’ economy to a cir-
cular economy,” said Daniel.

“Each time we send something to
landfill we lose that resource. We
lose all the energy and materials that
went into making it and we pollute

the environment. While

/

4 Photo - Waite MP, Catherine Hutchesson, pre-
sents the Environmental Warrior Award including a
medallion to Lilly from Clapham Primary School

™\ plastic is public enemy
number one, it can also be
recycled and kept out of
landfill,” explained Daniel.

Catherine agrees, “I
hope these medallions will
remind and inspire the stu-
dents about what can be
achieved when people with
the passion for sustainabil-
ity, work to protect the envi-
ronment.”

O If you are interested in
experimenting with the spe-
cialty panels and closing the
loop on plastic waste, email
Daniel: contact@recycled-
plasticpanels.com .... follow
on Facebook or Instagram at
@recycledplasticpanels

Park show aims to deepen your
connection w1th natural world

HILLS artists are poised to enchant audiences with a
unique show set amidst the tranquil setting of Belair
National Park during the upcoming Adelaide Fringe.

“Beyond the Trees,” explores the transformative and
healing powers of nature through a captivating blend of
original music, stories, poetry, and art.

The March 2nd show commences at 6pm and aims
to deepen the audience’s connection with the natural
world, as well as raising funds for local conservation
projects.

Titled ‘Beyond the Trees: Reconcile and Nurture,
the show celebrates the profound connection between
humans and the natural world. The magical bushland
of Belair National Park enhances the audience’s experi-
ence, as the twilight symphony of birds and the fading
sunset pave the way for darkness, enabling projected
artwork, and beautifully illuminated trees to create a
mesmerising backdrop.

Co-produced by local residents Uncle Tamaru and
Matt Cattanach, in collaboration with Nature Play
SA’s Jason Tyndall, the show is supported by a City of
Mitcham community grant. Themes explored during
the show include the significant role that nature plays
in fostering reconciliation between past and present
cultures, as well as the reciprocal relationship shared
between humans and the natural world.

4 Photo - A traditional Kaurna smoking ceremony will be
a part of the “Beyond the Trees” fringe show experience in
the Belair National Park

The performers, a collective of artists deeply con-
nected to the natural world, weave together elements
such as a Welcome to Country, candid narratives
exploring human relationship with nature, soul-stirring
folk music, nature-inspired poetry, and visually stun-
ning textured oil paintings. The result is an immersive
and inspiring experience that resonates with the audi-
ence.

Audiences familiar with the sell-out 2023 show,
“Beyond the Trees, Exploring Connection Through
Music, Words and Colour,” can expect new songs and
poetry, stalls by local artists and organisations promot-
ing nature connection, and a food truck at the upcoming
show.

Don’t miss this unique and moving experience, set
against the picturesque beauty of Belair National Park.
Immerse yourself in a celebration of the profound con-
nection between humanity and the natural world in the
captivating performance of “Beyond the Trees.”

[ Tickets, which include free entry into Belair National
Park, are available through Fringe Tix by searching for
“Beyond the Trees.”

FeEperaL MP

BY Louise MiLLER-FRoOST

"“Urgent Care Clinics’ to take pressure off our
Emergency Departments

Harcourts

TOMORROW’S

FOR BooTHBY

ACCESS to health care - affordable and timely
- is a keystone to an effective health system.

Having worked in the health sector for over
two decades, this is really important to me and
it is one of the things | campaigned about.

So | was really pleased to able to announce
the opening of the Urgent Care Clinic at Marion
Domain Medical Centre.

What is an Urgent Care Clinic? It is a bulk-
billed, long-hour, walk-in clinic (no appoint-
ment needed) for urgent but non life-threaten-
ing issues that are too urgent to wait for your
GP, but not life-threatening enough to need the
Emergency Department.

Sports injuries, broken bones, lacerations -
so long as it isn’t life threatening.

The aim of this service is to take pressure off
the Emergency Department at Flinders Medical
Centre, to free up emergency doctors and
nurses to deal with the life threatening condi-

tLions.

The Marion Urgent Care Clinic has been
open since early November. Six similar clinics
in Victoria have seen 40,000 patients in the first
six months. That’s 40,000 people seen fast-
er and more appropriately, and 40,000 fewer
people in emergency departments.

That’s a lot of doctor and nurse time freed
up to deal with urgent patients.

This is only one part of the work the Federal
Government has done to rebuild Medicare and
make health care cheaper and more accessible
for all Australians.

Recently, we opened an Endometriosis
Clinic at Glenelg. Endometriosis affects about
19% of women and can be a significantly dis-
abling and painful condition.

On November 1, we tripled the bulk billing
incentive for GPs. This is about making it more
affordable for GPs to bulkbill patients - which
makes it more affordable for patients.

In September, we introduced 60 day pre-
scriptions for over 90 common medications for
conditions such as blood pressure, diabetes,
cholesterol.

This means people on those medications,
with the approval of their GP, can get two
months of medication for the price they previ-

ously paid for one month. More medications
will be eligible for this in March 2024, and in
September 2024.

We have increased the age range for free
Shingrix vaccine. If you've ever had shingles,
you would know the pain this condition can
bring. This vaccine was previously only funded
for people 70 years of age. For all others, it
cost $560.

Many community members spoke to me
about this, and | am pleased to confirm that
this vaccine is now fully funded for people 65
& over, 50 & over for first national people, and
forimmunocompromised people over 18 years.

| am really pleased that the SA Government
has fast tracked opening new beds at Repat
and Flinders Medical Centre; a part of the
jointly Federal-State funded $400m redevel-
opment. These two hospitals are key to health
care in much of Boothby, Mayo and Kingston,
and facilities needed to be upgraded.

Stay safe over the summer period. Hopefully
you won’t need the health system, but it’s
important that it is there when you do need it.
[ If you have any queries, please contact
my office on 8374 0511 or email: Louise.
Miller-Frost.MP@aph.gov.au
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Tai chi helps to stay calm and have a clear mind
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ARE you wanting to make a
positive start to the New Year
in 2024? Would you like to do
something that calms and clears
the mind, so you are ready to
handle any daily challenges, and
gives you a powerful, health-giv-
ing workout for body too?

Then tai chi may be just the
thing for you. The Taoist Tai
Chi Society is offering new
introductory tai chi sessions in
Blackwood, with these weekly
sessions designed for brand new
beginners.

The first session is obligation-
free. Or, to find out a bit more,
come along to their Open Day at
the Blackwood Memorial Hall
on Coromandel Parade, Thursday
February 1, at 12.30pm.

The ancient art of tai chi
involves a sequence of slow
continuous movements which
improve balance, flexibility, and
well-being.

Tai chi works as a mov-

ing meditation that helps body
and mind to become supple and
strong, improves balance and
helps with many health issues.
The Harvard Medical School has
said that tai chi is one of the best
exercises that you can ever do.
The Taoist Tai Chi Society is
a not-for-profit, charitable and
volunteer organisation founded
by Master Moy Lin Shin. The
Society has over 50 years’ experi-
ence in making tai chi available
in 25 countries around the world.
Sue Lewis, a local resident,
started Taoist Tai Chi, after she
heard that, in order to help the
memory in older age, it is impor-
tant to try a new activity, which
involves both the mind and body.
“The sequences of moves
appear graceful, relaxing and
not too difficult, but it’s actually
challenging, in a good way,” said
Sue.
“As I gradually remembered
and mastered some of the moves,

I have gained mind and body
strength and flexibility. When
I began Taoist Tai Chi sessions
I couldn’t do the balance moves
at all. But now I really enjoy
the challenge, as my balance has
improved greatly.

“The instructors volunteer their
time and knowledge, while the
other participants are friendly,
non-judgemental and helpful. Tai
Chi day is my favourite day of the
week,” Sue added.

Introductory Tai Chi sessions
for Blackwood are being held in
the Blackwood Memorial Hall,
21 Coromandel Pde on Thursdays
starting on February 8.

Other sessions are available at
Fullarton, Hahndorf, Prospect,
Kilburn, North Brighton, and
Nairne.

O Pre-registration is essential.
Visit their website www.taoisttaichi.
org or email: adelaide@taoisttaichi.
org or phone 1800 108 801 for more
information.

Two Adelaide Fringe shows for
young and old arrive in Blacwood

TWO great shows involved in the Adelaide Fringe in 2024 are coming to the Blackwood
Memorial Hall on Coromandel Parade in March.
a Science Extravaganza with Nitro Nat - Phantastic

* SATURDAY MARCH 9 at 2pm ....
Physics Show - a learning
experience for any age, from
small kids to big kids.

Explore energy and forces
with high-powered lasers and
cannons that suck in the air
around us.

O Book - https://adelaidefringe.
com.au/.../phantastic-phys-
ics-show...

* SATURDAY MARCH 9 at
8pm .... Two Brothers Do Finn
Brothers

Adelaide-born and bred
brothers, Harry and Ned
Baulderstone return to the
Adelaide Fringe to take on the
music and lyrical genius of the
Finn Brothers - Neil and Tim
Finn. They will explore the music
of Split Enz, Crowded House,
and The Finn Brothers, in a
5-piece band format!

The show debuted in 2021
to a sell-out audience and the
lads can’t wait to bring this
show back to you in 2024 at
Blackwood Memorial Hall.

Performing a repertoire of crowd pleasers including | Got You, Four Seasons In One
Day, Better Be Home Soon, Message To My Girl plus many more!

O Book at https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/two-brothers-do-finn-brothers-

af2024

Enquiries on 0408 311 007 and for bookings: 0421 651 451

WHAT-SIONFIN'BIFACKWOODIS&IDISTRICIS

Visit www:blackwoeodbusinessdirectory:com-aulanytime for an up-to-date listing of local events

NOTE ... during January some of these
clubs and groups may not be meet-
ing - it would pay to check first before
attending.

¢ 1 & 15 January

CoROMANDEL VALLEY ROTARY -
meet at Parish Hall, 337 Main Road,
Coromandel Valley (behind St John’s
Church) at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If you
would like to attend a meeting or are
interested in joining the club, contact
Peter on 0408 841 150.

¢ 2 & 16 January

BLAackwoop ROTARY - meet at
Blackwood RSL Club, Brighton Parade,
at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If you would
like to attend a meeting or are interest-
ed in joining the club, please contact
Kevin Marsh on 0428 522 362.

4 3January

BLACKwOOD LIONS - meet at 6.30pm
in Blackwood Memorial Hall,
21 Coromandel Pde. New enquiries
welcome. If you want more information
or thinking of joining, give Chris Martin a
call on 0409 900 499.

& 3 January

BLACKwWOOD RECONCILIATION GROUP -
meet in the ‘Coffee Lounge’ room in
the Blackwood Uniting Church (near
Blackwood roundabout) at 7pm. For
more information see Facebook or
email: blackwoodreconciliationgroup@
gmail.com

4 3 January

BLackwoob FREEMASONS - all past and
current members of Blackwood no 93
meet from 7.30pm at Masonic Ctr, 229
Main Rd (opposite Coles and behind
The CPAP Room). If you want more
information on Freemasonry contact
Ted on 0407 978 214 or e: blackwood-
lodge93@gmail.com

& 4 January

BLackwoop ProBus CLuB - meet at
Masonic Lodge, 229 Main Road (opp.
Coles) from 9.30am. An informal and
social outlet for retired and semi-re-
tired ladies and gents. Visitors and
new members welcome. Enquiries to
Norman on 8178 2653.

¢ 4 January

TonsLEY VIEW CLuB - meet at the
Tonsley Hotel, South Rd, Tonsley, at
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11am for 11.30 start. Cost is $25 for
lunch. Often have guest speaker, raffle
and trading table. VIEW is a women’s
group supporting The Smith Family by
sponsoring children. Phone Deborah
on 0468 630 020 for details or email:
tonsleyviewclub21@gmail.com

4 6 January

NATIONAL TRUST COROMANDEL VALLEY
& DISTRICTS - anyone is welcome to
join in their morning tea and catch up
with friends or meet new locals - held
at the Watchman House on Main Road
from 9am-12noon. For more details
see Facebook page or 0474 066 776.
& 7 January

BoTTLE COLLECTION - from 9am
by Belair Scout Group. Collect
ALL GLASS bottles and jars, ALL
REFUNDABLE cans, bottles and car-
tons from your driveway. Any queries
phone Nicola on 0412 708 940.

& 7 January

BLackwoob CRAFT MARKET - from
10am to 3pm at Blackwood Memorial
Hall, 21 Coromandel Parade.
Admission is free. New stall enquiries
to Kerrie on 0427 410 917.

& 7 & 21 January

OLb GoveERNMENT HOuUSE - located in
the Belair National Park and is open
from 1-4pm. Tour with afternoon
Devonshire tea $15pp; and tour only $5
for adults and children under 12 free.
Entry into Belair National Park is free
if visiting OGH - tell staff at gate. For
more information phone 0417 870 596.
¢ 10 January

BLackwoob HiLLs CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
FOR REFUGEES - meet at Blackwood
Uniting Church (near Blackwood round-
about) in the Cafe lounge. Everyone
welcome to attend. For more informa-
tion email annabeldayal@gmail.com

¢ 10 January

ADELAIDE-MITCHAM PROSTATE CANCER
SupPORT GROUP - meet at the Colonel
Light Gardens RSL Club, 4 Prince
George Parade, Colonel Light Gardens
from 7-8.45pm. Guest speakers are
arranged for most meetings. All wel-
come. Enquiries: Ralph 0406 006 654,
Roland 0438 604 323 and www.adel-
aide-mitchampcsg.org

¢ 11 January

HAwTHORNDENE MENS’ PROBUS - meet
9.30am at Belair Uniting Church,
Sheoak Rd, where retired men find new
interests, new friends and stimulating
speakers. Also regular outings, read-
ing and walking groups. New members
welcome - ph Robert on 0488 170 848.
4 13 January

AuUST SEWING GUILD (MITCHAM) - any-
one interested in sewing from begin-
ners to advanced are welcome. Held
at Blackwood Uniting Church, (near
Blackwood roundabout) from 1-4pm.
Phone Donna on 8374 3172 or
0413 022 162 for details.

¢ 13 January

BLAckwoOD PHILATELIC CIRCLE - meet
at 1.30pm at the Blackwood Uniting
Church near the Blackwood round-
about. Displays and sales of a wide
range of Australian and World stamps
at most meetings. Everyone welcome
to attend. Phone Trevor on 0437
050831 for further details.

¢ 14 & 28 January

JOAN’s PATCH : A GARDEN FOR
THE COMMUNITY - meets 1-4pm at
Joan’s Pantry, Watahuna Avenue,
Hawthorndene to share ideas, plant
seedlings and tend to community
garden. New members welcome.
Enquiries to Deb on 0419 824 787 or
e: jpkitchengarden@gmail.com

¢ 16 January

FRIENDS OF STURT GORGE - meet at
7.30pm. Hold regular working bees
to maintain trails and weeding days.
Phone Bob Grant on 7329 8296 for
meeting location and working bees.
Visit www.fosg.org.au and email: bob-
grant@adam.com.au

¢ 17 January

BLAackwoob WINEMAKERS & BREWERS
CLuB - meet at Blackwood Memorial
Hall, 19 Coromandel Pde, from
7.30pm. Learn about wine-making
and brewing, guest speakers with
wine and beer tastings. New mem-
bers welcome. Phone Bernie on 0447
212 278 or email: secretary@bwbc.
org.au for details.

4 18 January

BLAckwooD PHOTOGRAPHIC CLuB
- meet at Blackwood Memorial Hall,

21 Coromandel Pde, Blackwood at
7.30pm. Visitors and those interest-
ed in amateur photography welcome.
Contact lan on 0410 634 046 or email:
panjarri@gmail.com

¢ 22 January

BLackwoob FLORAL ART CLuB - held
at Blackwood Uniting Church at 7.30-
9pm. All welcome but must email
attendance in advance - no experi-
ence required. View activities of club
at:  www.blackwoodfloralart.blogspot.
com.au

¢ 22 January

MitcHAM HiLLs ComBINED PROBUS -
meet at Club Marion, 262 Sturt Road,
Marion from 10.30am. Come and
enjoy our happy and friendly retirees
for fun, fellowship and friendship.
Phone Christine on 0400 809 704 or
visit www.probussouthpacific.org/
microsites/mitchamhills

¢ 24 January

ZOoNTA CLuB OF ADELAIDE HiLLs - work
to advance the status of women world-
wide through service and advocacy.
Meet at Belair Hotel at 6.30pm for 7pm
start. Visitors welcome. Contact Bev
on 0407 603 117 for details.

¢ 25 January

ComBINED PROBUS CLuUB OF
COROMANDEL VALLEY - held at St Johns
Anglican Church Hall, 337 Main Road,
Coromandel Valley. Meetings are held
at 10am. Medium size Club with max-
imum membership of 75. Each meet-
ing we have a guest speaker and each
month an outing is planned. New mem-
bers most welcome. Phone Bob on
0418 836 414; Heather 0448 351 880.

4 6 January & 3 February

LyYNTON DEPOT FREE GREEN DAYS
Mitcham Council are giving those
residents who are cleaning up around
their property the opportuinity to bring
their green organic waste to the Lynton
Depot for free on these two days. More
details see page 12.

4 13 February

MitcHAM & HiLLs WELLNESS FORuM
First in series on ‘Providing first aid’ for
yourself and those around you. Held

at Blackwood Uniting Church (near
Blackwood roundabout) from 5pm for
5.30pm start. Book your seat by con-
tacting Waite MP office on 8278 5844
or email: waite@parliament.sa.gov.au

¢ 9 March
FRINGE EVENTS FOR YOUNG & OLD
See details in article above

¢ Every Monday

Keep FiT FOR MATURE MEN - held at
the Belair Community Ctr, Burnell
Drive from 7.30-9pm. Keep active with
warm up exercises keep fit exercises
and volleyball. Phone Jim Thompson
on 8278 2927 for details.

& Every Tuesday

GROW MEeNTAL WELLBEING GROUP -
held at Blackwood Uniting Church
(near roundabout) from 7-9pm. Are
you looking for support - every-
one welcome. Phone church on
8278 7699 for details.

4 Every Wednesday

REeTIRE AcTIVE SA (BLACKWOOD) -

Meet at the Blackwood Football
Clubrooms on Trevor Tce, Blackwood
from 9:30am til 2pm. Do you enjoy
Table Tennis, Indoor Bowls, Darts,
Pool and Board Games? Tea, Coffee
and biscuits supplied BYO Lunch.
Enquiries to Peter on 0403 649 578.

¢ Every Thursday

CoROMANDEL BRIDGE CLUB - meet at
the Coromandel Community Centre,
Weymouth Oval at 12.30pm. New
members and visitors welcome.
Tuition available to the inexperi-
enced and learners. Phone Roger on
8278 5320.

¢ Every Friday

CARING FRIENDS - meet at the
Hawthorn Community Centre,
5 Frimley Grove, Hawthorn at 10am.
A friendship group supporting adults
who have experienced the loss
of a loved one. Contact Janita on
0403 858 474 or e: acushla54@gmail.
com

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
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Keeping Hills motorists safe
on the road since 1980

BEACKWOODIAUITO
& EEECITRICAL

Keeplyouricoolithisisummer?.

AIRICONDTIONING

v Servicelrepairs to Starter

ARC Motors & Alternators
v/ 4WD, trailer and caravan
RTA: AU0BO73 auto electrical repairs
RAA v New batteries
e Phone
AUTO ELECTRICAL 8370 2244

255 Mainf Road
Blackwood

(next to Bridgestone Tyres)

ZRIDGESTONE

Get the 4th
tyre FREE

When you buy 3 selected
Bridgestone tyres.

Check in-store for more details or
visit www.bridgestonetyres.com.au

“ -

OUR

U
AIR CON SE

Blackwood Dyno
Tune & Service

A4

225 Main Road Blackwood - 7427 3124

For all your LOCAL AUTO service & repairs

Jacobs Blackwood

| YOKOHAMA
BUY 3 get 1 FREE

on selected Passenger, SUV
and 4WD tyres

— Hot January Tyre Specials —

Kumho (1a21) 185/60R15 ... $129ea
Yokohama 205/55R16 A-Drive ...

$149¢a
ONLY WHILE STOCK AVAILABLE
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Phone 8178 0020

www.edenwoodautos.com.au

Edenweoed
AUtOS

Serving Blackwood motorists since 1926
Mechanical Repairs &
Servicing 4WD'’s
Log Book Service
Air Conditioning
Re-gas & Service

DEPOT FOR CADDLE
CRASH REPAIRS

EREE{l‘oaniCarlbylarrangement

RAA
o Bl B

214 Main|Road; Blackwood
Phone)82787:318

Conditions apply. All offers valid between . 01/1/2024 and 31/1/2024 and are redeemable in store. Not available with any other offer and while
stocks last. See bridgestonetyres.com.au for full terms and conditions.

AUTOMATICS

08 8370 430

1 Stirling Rd, Blackwood
Phone 83 y4 0 043 0

www.mvautomatics.com.au
e: mva@bigpond.net.au

SERVING BLACKWOOD & HiLLs MOTORISTS SINCE 1998

Auto Transmission Service
Includes: * All labour % Oils * Gaskets
* Filter % Band & Selector adjustments

SPECIALISING IN - Transmission Servicing & Repairs - Power Steering * Overhauls
« Electronic Diagnostics * Change Overs * Coolers - Shift Kits + Performance Transmissions
* 12mths 20,000km warranty or optional 3yr/60,000km warranty

from

245

AUTO
TRANSMISSION

Scams costing us hundreds of millions

AS Australian households continue to bat-
tle rising costs across the board, alarming
new research from ‘Compare the Market’
has revealed the staggering number of
Australians that have fallen victim to a scam.

More than a third of Australians (37%) sur-
veyed admit that they’ve been swindled out
of cash due to scams - up 2.49% from the
same time last year. Email, phone call, text
message and online shopping scams were
the most likely to catch Australians out.

Compare the Market’s Sarah Orr said
scams were becoming a worrying epidemic,
costing innocent Australians hundreds of
millions of dollars every year.

“The sad reality is that hundreds of thou-
sands of hardworking Australians have
been scammed in 2023, with that number
expected to climb by the end of 2024,” Ms
Orr said.

“Any time a scam catches out an
Australian is truly devastating, and the sad
reality is that these scams are becoming
more sophisticated and harder to decipher.

“In many cases, people are being caught
out by phishing scams, where scammers
act as though they’re from legitimate busi-
nesses - and try to trick you into giving
away your personal information or money.

“The worrying thing is that these scams,
messages, emails and links often look so
real, that people don’t know they’ve been
scammed until it’s too late.”

More people in 2023 weren’t aware of
how they’ve been scammed compared to
previous years, something Ms Orr said is
concerning but not surprising.

There are several things you can look out
for to avoid being scammed.:

1. Beware of generic messages. Messages

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

that are vague and don’t include any infor-
mation specific to you, could be a scam.
Pay close attention to the email address,
phone number or social media account
sending you this message.

2. Look out for spelling mistakes. Mistakes
happen to the best of us, but if you receive
a text or email that seems a little off or
doesn’t make sense, there’s a good chance
it might not be legitimate.

3. Know where you’re being directed to.
Ensure any website you’re being asked to
visit is authentic. If you’ve been asked to
provide any personal information, banking
details or other sensitive data, avoid clicking
a link and visit the website or app directly.
Similarly, you may wish to phone the com-
pany directly and verify if the info you’re
being asked to provide is legitimate.

4. What are you being asked to download?
Where possible, download files from the
provider’s official website or contact them
directly. Similarly, pay close attention to
website addresses and URLs and if there
are any errors or it doesn’t seem right, be
careful of what details you provide.

5. Report activity of concern. If you think
you’ve received a fraudulent message or
fallen victim to a scam, report it to the
Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission Scamwatch website and to
any company you believe has been com-
promised. Also contact your bank or cred-
it card company immediately, if you think
your details have been jeopardised, as they
may be able to freeze accounts or stop
unauthorised transactions.

0 Check out the Compare the Market
website for more scam advice: www.com-
parethemarket.com.au

Tiny homes could reduce housing crisis

BY ANDREW TIDSWELL
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
BLACKWOOD

IN DECEMBER last
year, | went to the
‘Tiny Homes Expo’ at
Wayville Showground.

There was an impres-
sive display of over
twenty really small
houses, mostly like up-market caravans, so
they could be transported on our roads.

This meant they were only two and a half
metres wide, but contained some clever and
efficient use of spaces.

Some were also modules of shipping con-
tainers which meant they could be added to,
creating larger homes.

While | am not currently contemplating
scaling down to such a tiny house, it is a
growing industry with an increasing demand.

There are some important lessons we can
learn from these tiny homes about how much
(or little) space we really need to live a com-
fortable lifestyle, and how clever design can
meet our needs better than just bigger hous-
es. We don’t need excessive space.

Sadly, the current range of new houses
being offered demonstrates very inefficient
use of space. New Australian houses are still
the biggest in the world. We don’t really need
a large room for every activity, yet our culture
seems to consider it necessary, driven by the
housing industry. It is a waste of space, a
waste of resources and a waste of money.

This should be something we take serious-
ly given the current housing crisis, where
smaller, smart homes must be the way of the
future.

space we really need for our daily lives.

A few decades ago, government policies
changed our culture from one where hous-
es went from family homes to being invest-
ment properties. Prices have skyrocketed
ever since, making them increasingly out of
reach for so many people now. (Refer to Alan
Kohler’s current Quarterly Essay publication
“The Great Divide” for more explanation).
Smaller homes are:

Cheaper to build.

Easier and cheaper to maintain.

More efficient in energy consumption.

Less stressful, giving more time for enjoy-
able things.

¢ Less harmful on the environment.

Minimalism is contrary to our culture (unlike
many other countries) and goes against
everything the advertising industry tells us.
The quality of things should be more import-
ant than the quantity of stuff. This applies
very much to our homes.

It is time to think creatively about how we
live in our homes - smaller can be better and
much more economical.

Wouldn't it be great if we had some smaller
homes available in the Blackwood district?
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BOBICATF&
EXCAVATIIONISERVICES

BLACKWOOD
Mj
Est:1979

Your Local Digger over 40 years experience
Large and small jobs * Tight access

Steep & sloping sites
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TIMIES

Publisher: Miles Badcock
Editorial & advertising offices:
PO Box 1024,

BLACKWOOD 5051

Phone: 0428 246 824
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
Editorial Assistance:

James Swanborough

Online FREE from

I'stiofieverysmonthiat:
blackwoodtimes.com.au

& 3,000 copies

ayvailableforipickiup

1 Free community newspaper
available online FREE from the
1st of every month

71 Keeping the community informed
with local news for 26 years

71 3,000 copies available for pick
up from our newstands, super-
markets, newsagent and selected
businesses in the district.

Advertising is accepted subject to the provisions
of the Trades Practices Act of 1974. Every care
is taken in the accuracy and presentation of
information in this newspaper but the publisher
accepts no responsibility for the consequences
of actions taken by readers as a result of that
information.
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LEARN TO ]
James 0434504149
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FUSCIRICIANS
CARLING ¢

© Domestic/Commercial

E I ectrica I ® Property Maintenance
Contractors © Outdoor Entertaining
M- 040465 2862 © Landscape Lighting

® Pool/Spa/Sauna
® 24 Hours

carlingelectrical@gmail.com

www.carlingelectrical.com

Lic. PGE 227968

GARDENI&IIFAWN
MAINTHENANCE

MARCEL FORTIER
LAWN & YARD
SERVICE

0418 884 977

REeLIABLE, COMPLETE GARDEN SERVICE
v Yard Clean Up v Mulching v/ Lawns
v Hedging / Pruning ¢ Rubbish Removal

Free Quotes * 26 years experience
Insured with references

www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au

GUIMMERICEEANING

GUTTER

CLEANING

Contact us for all your
gutter cleaning and solar
panel cleaning

ROOF o FLOOR

requirements

'8y 0412 204 645
m . ’

www.rooftofloor.com.au

HIRESEQUIRMEN)

General garden maintenance
& services including planting,
pruning, hedging, weeding,
spraying, mulching, whipper
snipping, lawn mowing,
irrigation & garden makeovers.

0419 001 222

BELAIR

-—

GREEN THUMB
By MERI
Cunjlm.ny GJ‘('Y!(I'J

e: greenthumb_by_meri
@icloud.com

e -\
BLACKWOOD

HIRE RS

176 MaiN Rp BLAckwooD

8370 2488

. blackwoodhire.com )

Ciek

ELECTRICAL EZT 1991

. All electrical work - Smoke alarms
. Safety switches . TV/Phone /NBN
. Switchboard & meter box upgrades

Phone 0409 380 344

Lic. No. PGE 189808

email: ctekelec@gmail.com
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Want to work locally & attract
local customers?

Then advertise locally in The Blackwood Times
on these ‘Phone Local’ pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824
or email: info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
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Consider the long term commitment
before buying a new canine friend

PEOPLE thinking about
buying a dog are being
encouraged to do their
research to ensure they
fully understand the com-
mitment involved and pick
the right pet for them.

The Dog and Cat
Management Board has
released a short new
video to educate people
about the long-term
responsibilities of owning
a dog, including spending
enough time with them
and providing them a safe
home.

Dog and Cat Management Board Chairman
David Parkin said the Board was urging
people to appreciate the commitment
involved with owning a pet, and never pur-
chase one ‘on a whim’.

“We want people to understand the true
responsibilities of dog ownership and to
know exactly what is involved before taking
on the commitment,” Mr Parkin said.

“While a cute puppy might seem like a
great idea, the reality is a dog can be a com-
mitment for 10 years or more.

“As well as the basics of registering, micro-
chipping and desexing, owners must be able
to provide for the life-long health and wellbe-
ing of a dog.

“Our new video
explains it all simply and
quickly to help potential
make the right choice.”

The video, which is
available on the Board’s
website, includes tips for
finding the right dog for
you and your family, and
how to give your pet a
happy, comfortable life.

“It’s heartbreaking
that some people find
themselves in a situa-
tion where they surren-
der their pets because
circumstances have
become untenable,” Mr Parkin said.

“It is important that people take that extra
time to fully understand the commitment of
pet ownership.”

Dogs are South Australia’s most popular
pet with more than 310,000 currently record-
ed in the state register, Dogs and Cats Online.

South Australians are also cautioned
against purchasing a dog or cat from breed-
ers not registered with Dogs and Cats Online.

The Board’s website has information on the
state dog and cat laws, along with a host of
tips for potential and current owners.

O For more information, visit www.dogandca
tboard.com.au

i f"'! LKEUSON &5 |
facebook
Make sure you never miss
out on reading each edition of

The Blackwood Times

Like Us or Follow Us
on Facebook

or go online to
blackwoodtimes.com.au
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IFAWNERS

ROBERT SAUNDERS
& ASSOCIATES

Solicitors & Barristers
Commercial lawyers specialising in:
Contracts e Franchises ¢ Leases ¢ Debt Recovery
Small Business Matters ¢ Employment
Wills & Estates ¢ Property Conveyancing

Phone 8278 6800 or 0417 880 228

e: robert@robertsaunders.com.au
www.robertsaunders.com.au

AVAILABLE AFTER HOURS OR FOR HOME VISITS

EQCKSMIGHS;

MOBIFEIRHONE

PLUMEING & @S

TABEERREPAIRS

Find oy gy

SM! THE

Located in the
Woolworths Shopping Centre
All major brands of mobile phones & tablets

‘No fix - No fee’ Policy : Free Assessment

v physical damage ¢ cracked screens ¢ liquid
damage v software faults ¢ insurance reports

364-370 Shepherds Hill Road * 8278 4484

PH(NE™ ™

info@phonesmiths.com.au * www.phonesmiths.com.au

Blackwood Plumbing
& Hot Water Service

Old style plumbing service

Call Mark on & Hm[,,,

0417 865 481

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 1883

RAINTING

SWIMMING
SPAYSERVICING

THOMPSON sgg:’v',ce

THOMAS PAINTING
and REPAIRS

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

FREE QUOTES '{

Phone Mark on
0417 822 482

25 years local experience
Lic. No. BLD26174

) AQUATEK
Ll b MBING & GAS |

+ HOT WATER - ALL PLUMBING & GAS
+ 24/7T EMERGENCY SERVICE
* PENSIONER DISCOUNT
* NO CALL OUT FEE

Call us on

8123 3535

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 287231

BLACKWOOD
LOCKSMITHS

* DOOR & WINDOW LOCKS
Supplied, Installed & Repaired

* KeEys Cur
* RESTRICTED MASTER KEY SYSTEMS
% SAFES OPENED & REPAIRED

Blackwood .
Tree Service’™

“Your tree, our passion!”

¥ Prumning « Remowal « Fully |nsured
v Stump Removal » FREE Quotes

8278 2538

Want to work locally & attract local customers?

Then advertise locally in The Blackwood Times
on these ‘Phone Local’ pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824 or

~\

Ii"IE.-!I

:] 0412 829 775

Member of Master Locksmiths Assn
& Master Builders Assn k

email:

info@blackwoodtimes.com.au y

Project reducing extinction risk of bandicoot

THE ongoing Bandicoot
Superhighway Project, a communi-
ty-led initiative aimed at reducing
the extinction risk of the endan-
gered Southern-Brown Bandicoot
in the Mount Lofty Ranges is mak-
ing significant strides.

The Project Impact Statement,
and Habitat Management
Guidelines were recently launched
at an event attended by Catherine
Hutchesson MP, Member for
Waite, representing the Deputy
Premier of SA at the Upper Sturt
Soldiers Memorial Hall.

The Bandicoot Superhighway
Project is a collaboration
between the Hills and Fleurieu
Landscape Board and the Sturt
Upper Reaches Landcare Group
(SURLG), with a two-year fund-
ing commitment of $500,000
- comprising $250,000 from the
Foundation for National Parks &
Wildlife, and $250,000 from the
Commonwealth Government’s
Environment Restoration Fund.

The project’s ultimate goal is to
create an ecologically functional
‘Superhighway’ of habitat through-
out the Mount Lofty Ranges to
ensure the continued survival of
the Bandicoots.

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

“The Impact Report and
the Habitat Management
Guidelines demonstrate the
maturity of this project,” said
Catherine during her speech
at the event. “No less than
seven different organisations
and groups have put time and
effort into this project,” she
added, highlighting the com-
munity-led nature of the initia-
tive.

The project focuses on
habitat preservation and con-
nectivity, with Southern-Brown
Bandicoots having an essential role
in maintaining native vegetation.

Each Bandicoot contributes to
soil ecosystem processes, turning
over approximately four tonnes of
soil in searching for food per year,
and distributing important mycor-
rhizae fungi that support numerous
plant species.

In addition to increasing the
area of available habitat through
community and corporate plant-
ing events, the project includes
regional surveying and monitor-
ing, fostering the use of ecological
burns, weed control, and trialling
Bandicoot translocations to expand
the species’ area of occupancy.

Catherine emphasised the
importance of local community
involvement in protecting and
improving the Bandicoot habitat.
“The area where we are now locat-
ed is one of the few places where
Bandicoots remain and are reason-
ably common locally. It is vital
that we take steps to look after
them,” she said.

Catherine also stressed the
importance of citizen science and
data collection in the conservation
efforts. One of the ways the pro-
ject has encouraged this involve-
ment is by providing wildlife cam-
eras for landholders with native
bushland, to set up and monitor
animal activity on their properties.

This has improved the knowl-

edge of where bandicoot popu-
lations exist, and helps inform
where works like weed control
are best focussed. The Habitat
Management Guidelines pro-
vide expert knowledge to
help stakeholders understand
the Bandicoot needs, identify
good habitats, manage them,
and prioritise efforts.

Catherine concluded her
speech by thanking all con-
tributors to the project, par-
ticularly the volunteers, com-
munity groups, and landholders
working towards the conservation
of Bandicoots and the thousands of
species that make up healthy and
biodiverse systems.

The Bandicoot Superhighway

Project continues to work towards
its long-term goal, ensuring the
survival of the Southern-Brown
Bandicoot and contributing to
the broader biodiversity of South
Australia.
(O Those interested in learn-
ing more about the Bandicoot
Superhighway Project or partici-
pating in one of the activities, can
contact the SURLG via their pro-
ject interest form on the website
at: www.surlg.org.au

8y
Letters to fﬂf/ Eﬁw

Too much carbon dioxide

Recently, I have read some rather chal-
lenging details concerning climate change.

To assist in clarifying the challenging
details, I have herewith included a short
precise of my finding as follows:

Scientists warn us that it is essential
global warming stays below 1.5°C. Global
temperatures keep on rising because there
is far too much carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere, which is a result of corporations in
Australia and overseas burning fossil fuels to
create energy.

This causes massive volumes of carbon
dioxide to enter the atmosphere. Scientists
have determined that the corporations can
only emit a further approx. 220 gigatonnes
of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, oth-
erwise the 1.5°C temperature limit will be in
danger of being surpassed.

As the corporations are emitting 40 giga-
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the air every
year, humans are heading for deep trouble
unless the emitting corporations activities
can be seriously curtailed.

Brian Measday,
Kingswood

[0 Have something to share with Blackwood
Times readers ... submit a Letter to the
Editor including name and suburb ... email:
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
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Prepare . Act . Survive

Leaving early is always best option

N

The State & Federal Governments have greatly increased
their firepower with more waterbombing aircraft on call

UNDERSTANDING THE
CURRENT FIRE DANGER
RATING SYSTEM

Australia’s Fire Danger Rating System
has changed to make it easier for
people to make decisions on high fire
danger days.

Across the country fire and emergency
services have applied the AFDRS pro-
gram, so wherever you go in Australia
you can understand the level of threat
and what you need to do to stay safe.
NMORERAE -

Most fires can be controlled.

Controlled burning may occur in these

conditions if it is safe — check to see
if permits apply.
HIGHE

Fires can be dangerous.

There’s a heightened risk. If a fire
starts, your life and property may
be at risk.

EXTREME - TOTAL FIRE BAN

Fires will spread quickly and be
extremely dangerous.

These are dangerous fire conditions
You must be physically and mentally
prepared to defend in these conditions.
CGATASTROPHIG - TOTAL FIRE BAN
If a fire starts and takes hold, lives are
likely to be lost.

These are the worst conditions for

a bush or grass fire. Homes are not
designed or constructed to withstand
fires in these conditions.
The safest place to be is away from
high risk bushfire areas.

3 For more information and advice go to
the CFS website: www.cfs.sa.gov.au

Strengthening bushfire awareness and resilience

BY CATHERINE HUTCHESSON
MP FOR WAITE
MEMBER UPPER STURT CFS

AS A lifelong resident of the
Mitcham Hills and a CFS fire-
fighter, I have witnessed the dev-
astating effects of bushfires first-
hand.

I still remember Ash
Wednesday, a stark reminder of
the importance of being prepared
during bushfire season. Today, I
am committed to raising aware-
ness and ensuring our community
is ready to face any such disaster.

Living through Ash Wednesday,
like many in our community, was a
defining moment for me.

I remember being told by my

mother to grab a garbage bag and
fill it with important items, ready
for evacuation. This experience
instilled in me a deep understand-
ing of the importance of having a
bushfire plan.

We must all take responsibil-
ity for ourselves, our properties,
and our families during bushfire
season. This not only ensures our
safety but also allows firefighters
to focus their efforts on battling
the fires.

I urge everyone to discuss their
plans with friends, family and
neighbours so that everyone is
accounted for.

Important considerations include
having a plan for Catastrophic
rated days, whether that is spend-
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ing the day with family who live
down on the flat, or asking friends
or even friends of friends, if they
are able to accommodate you and
your family.

The Country Fire Service (CFS)
provides daily fire ratings at 4pm
the day before, which should guide
your decision on whether to leave
early in case of catastrophic con-
ditions or being on high alert on
Extreme rated days. This is an
ideal decision point.

I also recommend tuning into
the radio for updates, as fire rat-
ings can change depending on con-
ditions.

Recently, I hosted a Bushfire
Resilience Forum alongside Louise
Miller-Frost MP at the Blackwood
Memorial Hall. We were joined by
a panel of experts and had near-
ly 300 people in attendance. This
forum provided a valuable oppor-
tunity for the community to voice
their concerns and seek answers.

In response to the feedback
received, my office is preparing
a ‘Bushfire Resilience Pack’ con-
taining localised information for
our community. If you would like
one of these packs, please reach
out to my office.

As a volunteer with the CFS,
I understand the challenges our
Emergency Service Volunteers
face. Being caught in a fire is a

harrowing experience — it’s dark,
loud, hot, and smoky. It’s not a
place anyone should aspire to be.

As such, going to a last resort
refuge and having it as a primary
option in your bushfire plan is
not ideal. If a fire occurs nearby
and there is no other option then
sure — but it is always best to leave
early, talk to your kids and family
about your bushfire plan and pick a
place to go. Discussing and imple-
menting your bushfire plan is cru-
cial to ensure your family’s safety.

I am proud to serve alongside
my son as a CFS volunteer, and I
am grateful for the dedication of
many families in our community
who also serve putting their lives
on the line to help and protect our
community.

To stay informed during high
fire danger days, I recommend
having multiple forms of com-
munications including using the
Alert SA app, which provides
timely incident alerts within your
watch zone. Also having a battery
powered radio, you can subscribe
to email alerts from the CFS and
also consult their webpage.

Bushfire preparedness is a col-
lective responsibility.

Together, we can ensure the
safety of our community and sup-
port our brave firefighters in their
crucial work. a

Free green waste
disposal days at
Lynton depot

PARTS of the City of Mitcham are within
bushfire prone areas and residents must
‘Prepare to Act and Survive’ to avoid mak-
ing last-minute decisions that could prove
deadly during a bushfire. Thinking ‘I will
leave early’ is not enough.

Bushfire prevention is a year-round
responsibility and necessity. It is far more
than a weekend clean-up just prior to the
bushfire season.

So if you have a large amount of garden
waste and need somewhere to dispose of
t ... the City of Mitcham’s Lynton Green
Organics Drop-off Facility is open FREE
OF CHARGE for residents of Mitcham only
to dispose of green waste from 8am to
2pm on these selected dates: Saturday
6 January and Saturday 3 February.

Green waste materials can consist of
grass cuttings, leaf matter and prunings
(branches no larger than 200mm in diam-
eter).

If you miss these ‘free’ days, then
you can take your garden waste for a
fee to the Lynton Green Organics Drop-
off Facility which is located on Beagle
Terrace in Lynton.

0 For a list of regular paid open days and
frequently asked questions, visit www.
mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/garden-waste-
drop-off-facility

(Its bushfire season ... do you need to clean
up around your property?

IS A BUSHFIRE‘
RISK AREA

Do your 5 Minute Bushfire
Plan while you still can
cfs.sa.gov.au
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<> Mulchers
<> Chainsaws

Make the job easier with equipment from ...

<> Garden Blowers

\176 Main Road Blackwood

CALL INTO OUR DEPOT FOR ALL YOUR HIRE EQUIPMENT NEEDS OR VISIT

blackwoodhire.com

FOR OUR FULL PRODUCT HIRE RANGE

8370 2488,

~

BLACKWOOD

HIRE S

<> Hedge Trimmers
<> Brush Cutters
<> Trailers

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au



http://www.blackwoodhire.com
http://www.cfs.sa.gov.au

