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• Deceased Estate Transfers

• Form 1 Preparation

 8278 3351
  office@distinctconveyancing.com.au

  2/165 Main Road Blackwood

 www.distinctconveyancing.com.au

Buying or selling? We’re here to help.
Contact us today for a fixed price quote. No payment necessary until settlement.

Experience the Distinct Conveyancing difference today.

You need to
support local

This painting by Sydney artist Martin Shaw, has been touring Australia since 1983, 
appearing at over 250 venues.  So who do you think these three well known Australians 
are?  For more on this unique painting and where you can view it ... see story on pg 3.

see story pg 3
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Introducing 

13 Laffers Rd, BELAIR SA 5052    Ph: 08 7231 1628  

Junji Takarabe
Acupuncturist

Consults Monday, Thursday, Friday

Would you like to try acupuncture?
Book your free 10 min trial online at

www.integrativehealthsolutions.com.au
Mention this ad to receive $10.00 off 

your first visit

Blackwood
Tax & Accounting
Specialising in:

4	Individual Taxation

4	Small to Medium size 
businesses

4	Corporate & Trust
	 Accounting

4	Self Managed Super 
Funds

Phone 8278 6655
18 Coromandel Parade

Blackwood
www.bwta.com.au
admin@bwta.com.au

THREE WELL KNOWN AUSTRALIANS 

PERSONALISED
PROFESSIONAL 

REAL ESTATE 
SERVICE 

PETER 
ALEXANDROU

0412 833 501

PERSONALISED
PROFESSIONAL 

REAL ESTATE 
SERVICE 

PETER 
ALEXANDROU

0412 833 501

PETER ALEXANDROU
0412 833 501

PERSONALISED
PROFESSIONAL

REAL ESTATE SERVICE

395 MAIN ROAD, COROMANDEL VALLEY (Next to ‘Duck Inn’)

8278 6133

Blackwood Landscape & Firewood
www.blackwoodlfs.com.au

*Conditions apply         Get your garden ready for autumn ....
Composts - Soils - Mulch : Building Supplies & 

Aggregate : Bagged Garden Products

7 DAY DELIVERIES H LOAN TRAILERS*

FIREWOOD in  Yard
Get in early - order now

Providing quality garden supplies and products for over 25 years

DRAKES SHOPPING CENTRE
248 MAIN ROAD BLACKWOOD

PHONE 8278 2378

OPEN 7 DAYS

- APRIL SPECIALS -

$1699kg

Only 
$150each

Try our new 

Slimmers Mince

Chicken Parmigiana
		         Burger

http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.distinctconveyancing.com.au
http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.integrativehealthsolutions.com.au
http://www.bwta.com.au
http://www.harrisre.com.au
http://www.blackwoodlfs.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Blackwood-Country-Meat-317961488386412
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Our dedicated, caring team  
can help you pre-plan a simple, 
affordable and respectful farewell.

Plan ahead  
the simple way

40 Sandpiper Cres, Aberfoyle Park 
08 8270 2511 simplicityfunerals.com.au

Contact us

Grants to bring your green vision to life
UP to $1.2 million is available in Green 
Adelaide’s latest round of Grassroots Grants 
to fund community-led environmental projects 
across metropolitan South Australia.

Appl icat ions for round 5 of Green 
Adelaide’s yearly Grassroots Grants program 
are now open to individuals, communities, 
clubs, religious groups and volunteers across 
Adelaide’s 17 council areas.

Green Adelaide Presiding Member Chris 
Daniels, encourages members of the commu-
nity to apply for funding to bring their green 
vision to life.

“We know that we all have a role to play in 
making Adelaide cooler, greener and wilder,” 
Professor Daniels said.

“That is why these grants are not just for 
dedicated environmental groups, but they’re 
also open to local sporting clubs looking to 
improve biodiversity by planting native species 
around their areas, businesses who want to 
build biodiversity in their street verges, com-
munity groups and not-for-profits who want 

to remove pest plants from their patch, or reli-
gious groups who want to bring more nature 
into their meeting places.

“I am excited to see how our Adelaide com-
munity can make the most of this funding 
and add on to 160 projects already funded 
through our Grassroots Grants,” Professor 
Daniels said.

Individuals, communities, schools and vol-
unteers can apply for a grant between $2,000 
and $200,000 to help transform their local 
environments.

Professor Daniels added that the Grassroots 
Grants can be used to undertake a range of 
projects such as planting trees, installing a rain 
garden, managing weeds, improving habitat 
for wildlife and more.

“We are proud to provide practical funding 
for on-ground action for our environment.”

p  Applications close at 5pm on 15 May.  To 
find out more and how to apply, visit: https://
www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/grants/grass-
roots-grants

“ART has been in my blood since birth and I 
have always worked in the art industry,” said 
Bill McSwain, local Blackwood resident of 
some 40 years, who has set up an exhibition of 
some of his paintings in the shop next to Drakes 
Supermarket.

Bill left Australia in 1969 on a ship for 
London.  He was there to study painting at 
the National Gallery, copying the Old Masters 
Drawing lessons and learning the finer points 
of ceramics.

He returned to Adelaide to put it all in to 
practice and ended up teaching at TAFE with 
painting, pottery and drawing classes for 30 
years; while holding exhibitions in Melbourne, 
Sydney and Adelaide.

Locally, a number of years ago, Bill was 
commissioned by the Blackwood RSL to paint 
the stunning murals on the both the front and 
back walls of their building.

“Last year during the confines of Covid, I set 
out to discover the wonders of colour, shape, 
form, light and reflections.  I used my knowl-
edge of the past to guide me on my way and 
many of the paintings on display were created 
during my time stuck at home,” explained Bill.

“I would describe my work as Modern 
impressionism, reflecting on the wonder of 
images seen on my past adventures.”

All the paintings in Bill’s exhibition are for 
sale, so if you are looking for something to 
decorate your walls at home, come along and 
have a browse through the extensive range of 
artworks on display.
p The exhibition located in the shop next to 
(behind) Drakes Supermarket is open daily.

◆  Photo - Local artist Bill McSwain hanging one of the many paintings he has on display and for sale in 
the pop up store next to (behind) Drakes Supermarket

Exhibition of artworks born out of Covid
Thomas Gas
Distributors of Bulk &

Cylinder L P Gas
Compare our prices today!

Serving the Adelaide Hills
for over 50 years

42 Churinga Road
ALDGATE

   Ph 8339 2388
e:  lpgasorders@thomasgas.com.au

www.thomasgas.com.au

Looking for the contact
details of a local  ...

tradesperson or business?

You’ll find them all in the
Blackwood Business 
& Trade Directory

2024 edition out now

delivered into letterboxes 
or you can pick up a copy 

when out shopping

2
0
2
4

    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
SHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

FREEFREE

https://www.greenadelaide.sa.gov.au/grants/grassroots-grants
http://tannerre.com.au
http://www.simplicityfunerals.com.au
https://www.thomasgas.com.au
http://www.thomasgas.com.au
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LOCAL retailers are asking the community to remember the importance 
of shopping local, as traders across the country call on the Reserve Bank 
to urgently cut interest rates, with inflation slowing and consumers strug-
gling with the higher cost-of-living.

National Retail Association Director, Rob Godwin noted last month, a 
weakening in household consumption combined with high labour costs 
spell uncertainty for retailers who have had to keep up with business 
expenses by spending out-of-pocket.   “If the Reserve Bank leaves cutting 
interest rates to 2025, we would risk losing current and potential investors 
into Australia, which means we will see a higher-than-usual number of 
retail businesses exit the market,” he said.

“Retailers are reliant on the Reserve Bank to improve consumer spend-
ing and enhance investor sentiment so Australia’s retail landscape can 
continue to grow,” he said. “We need more than a hold on current rates, 
we need the Reserve Bank to consider the high cost-of-trading business 
owners have to face every day as a consequence of costly policy deci-
sions.”

While times are undoubtedly hard, some local retailers are increasing 
their trade with good old fashioned word of mouth.

Michelle McShane of Blackwood Lingerie said, last month on Saturday 
March 16 brought her highest ever day of trade.  “I have been here 23 
years and you take the good with the bad, and the main challenge over 
March is the impact of the Adelaide Fringe. Because the money people 
spend on shows, impacts on the money they have left to spend on other 
things,” she said.

Her recent business growth is something she puts down to long term 
personalised service, and local residents sharing positive stories.

“For us, we are getting a lot of referrals from department stores.  They 
don’t give the service, so a lot of people are coming up the hill to get what 
they need and then they look around while here.

“I think this is the way forward.  I know John Head in Blackwood Boot 
& Shoe Repair next door, has been getting a lot of sales from people com-
ing in to get their boots repaired. These are the things people value.”

Michelle said that she knows customers sharing stories has an impact. 
“Regular customers are coming back, and having a coffee or tea with a 
friend, telling them they’ve been to our shop and had a great experience; 
it’s that kind of thing that makes a difference for a business like ours.”

Michelle practices what she preaches, sharing the love for other local 
businesses whenever possible. “If I haven’t got something someone is 
looking for, I will always refer them to another local business; be it Salt 
Culture, Kohl & Soda or Snazzi Boutique.  We try to send shoppers on to 
other local businesses, particularly if they don’t even know they are here, 
or are new to the area. “

While Ricky Monserrat at Blackwood Dynotune is involved with the 
‘Blackwood Connections’ business group, and said many retailers are 
seeing things on the slower side.   “I try to buy local when I can, because I 
see how hard it is getting for many of them,” he said. 

Automotive servicing and repairs however, seems to be continuing a 
steady trade, in spite of cost of living and mortgage pressures impacting 
many people to reconsider what once were seen as essential services.

“It’s one of those things, if people aren’t buying new cars they are ser-
vicing their old ones,” Ricky said. “All the workshops in Blackwood are 
fairly busy.

“Cars are changing and there are more electric vehicles and hybrids, 
but we see a lot of people restoring older cars and 4WDs with plans to 
keep them longer.”

When you spend money locally, rather than travelling to a larger com-
plex or shopping online, some of your money ends up back in our com-
munity.  For many of our sports clubs and groups, they would simply not 
survive if it were not for the generosity of local small businesses, who 
make donations of goods and/or vouchers for fundraising events such as 
a ‘quiz night’ or ‘fashion parade’.  And where does this money for their 
donations come from - your shopping dollars!!

You may have children who are involved with a club or group, that 
without sponsorship from local businesses simply may not exist.  And 
then, where do your kids go for an outlet away from the dreaded computer 
and social media!

So next time you are planning to shop outside of the Blackwood dis-
trict, consider what your dollar can do within the local community.  Chat 
to a local friendly retailer and get to know the people who help make 
Blackwood what it is.	    				       p

Shopping locally will help to 
keep dollars in our community
by James Swanborough

◆  Photo - When you shop and support local small businesses, they are then 
in a position to support the many local clubs and organisations, that help form 
the environment and village atmosphere that residents enjoy

The Blackwood 
Times is looking 
for a new owner

AFTER nearly 30 years of publishing The 
Blackwood Times newspaper, I have decided it is 
time for me to move on.

It has been a great journey and I have thor-
oughly enjoyed ‘Keeping the Community 
Informed since 1994’ …. meeting all the won-
derful, friendly and generous business people, 
together with so many local residents who have 
shared their stories and worked/volunteered tire-
lessly for the betterment of their community.

A huge thank you to all those businesses that 
have so generously trusted in me, and supported 
The Blackwood Times through their advertising 
commitments over the years.

At this stage the business has not been sold, 
so the JUNE edition will be MY last.

If you are interested, or you know of anyone 
who may be interested in buying the business, 
send me an email:  info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

However, I plan to keep publishing the 
Blackwood Business & Trade Directory each year 
- so I will not have completely lost contact with 
the Blackwood district.

Miles Badcock
Publisher, Editor, Photographer

Financial Controller, Distributor, Tea Lady ...

◆  Photo - The front page of the first edition of 
The Blackwood Times, December 1994

243 Main Rd Blackwood
Phone 8278 5341

$

$

*On presentation of this voucher.  
Special valid to 30 April 2024.

Normally
$22 each

2018 Coonawarra
               Cabernet

3 for $60*

Get 4th FREE = $15/bottle

Who are the 3 Australians in this unique painting?
IN 1983, Sydney artist, Martin Shaw, painted 
‘Three Well Known Australians’ which has been 
travelling around the country at art galleries 
ever since ... collecting opinions from visitors as 
to who they think the three Australians are.

As well as showcasing works by other art-
ists at Gallery One in Mitcham, the public are 
invited to have a guess as to who the ‘Three 
Australians’ are in the painting and record their 
opinions into yearbooks.

The painting previously toured Adelaide in 
1994, 2004, 2014 and 2024.  And this year, there 
are 8 venues across South Australia including 
Gawler, Mitcham, Mawson Centre and Goolwa.

Included with the touring exhibition are 
‘Letters’ with opinions on the ‘3 Australians’.  

Letters have been received from the Prime 
Minister, SA Premier and even local member 
for Waite, Catherine Hutchesson has visited the 
exhibition and written her opinion as to who the 
‘Three Australians’ are in the yearbook.

“What a fantastic idea, not only a quirky 
piece of art but it definitely gets you thinking,” 
said Catherine. 

“It was great to see all of the different guesses 
and indeed the names of people who had sent 
in their thoughts including the Premier, Peter 
Malinauskas and the Prime Minister, Anthony 
Albanese. You’ll have to go and see it to find 
out what they thought.

“Congratulations to the Mitcham Village Art 
and Craft Association (trading as Gallery One) 

on an outstanding exhibition and their 50th 
Anniversary. 

“Providing opportunities for community to 
come together and share ideas, create things and 
form new friendships, it is a wonderful com-
munity asset,” added Catherine

However, the artist is in no hurry to reveal the 
answer.  What he does reveal though, is ‘Pea’, 
a black and white dog is sitting in the corner.  
Sadly, Pea died in May 1991.

For more on the ‘Three Well Known 
Australians’ journey, go to google/facebook … 
three well known australians.
p  The ‘Three Well Known Australians’ exhibition 
is being held at Gallery One, 1 Torrens Street,  
Mitcham up to Friday, April 12.

http://www.belairandhills.com.au
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THE theme for the 2024 
Festival in May is ‘Power’. 

Power means a lot of 
things, in a lot of places and 
spaces. There is power in sci-
ence, power in art, power in 
the food we share and the clothes 
we wear. Above all there is power in 
people.   

This year the Blackwood Action 
Group History Subcommittee is 
offering three exciting events to 
whet your appetite to learn more 
about the history of Blackwood and 
the surrounding area. 
*  Travel Back in Time by Rail 
(Guided train trip)
Sunday 5 May  8.30am-12.25pm
Saturday 25     8.30am-12.25pm
Catch the train at Belair Railway 
Station to Eden Hills and 
Blackwood stations.
Cost $5.  Bookings required by email – 
ahazellau@gmail.com

*  Belair National Park: Off the 
Beaten Track (Guided bus trip 
and walk)
Saturday 18 May   11.50am-5pm
Sunday 19 May      8.45am-2pm
Tour Australia’s second oldest 
national park in a minibus with a 
guide to sites of historic interest 

and learn about native 
flora and fauna. 
Cost $35. Bookings required 
by email – ahazellau@gmail.
com

*  Heritage Along the 
Ridge (Guided walk)
Friday 10 May      1.30pm-3.30pm
Saturday 11         1.30pm-3.30pm
Belair’s history and its links to 
the development of the state will 
be shared and grand summer 
residences highlighted. 
Cost $5. Bookings required by email – 
ahazellau@gmail.com 
*  You may also be interested in 
the Historic Bus Tour through 
the scenic Mitcham Hills area 
including Blackwood, Belair, 
Eden Hills and more.
Thursday 9 May     10am – 12pm
Thursday 16 May    10am – 12pm
Cost $10. Bookings required -  http://
www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/hist-
ory-festival

See poster below for more details.

EMPOWER yourself in May 2024 
by joining us to explore the hist-
ory of our beautiful district.
❏  For more information on BAG activities, 
phone 0408 117 003 or visit their website at 
: www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au

Print 

 

 

BLACKWOOD ACTION GROUP 

2024 HISTORY FESTIVAL 
 

 

Travel Back in Time 
……by Train  
 

STATION HOPPING  
 
5 May or  25 May 

Belair East –  
Heritage Along the Ridge  
WALKING TOUR  
10 May or  11 May  

 

 Belair National Park – Off the 
Beaten Track!    BUS + WALKING   
18 May or 19 May  

 

For more details visit: 
blackwoodactiongroup.org.au 

Bookings: Contact Anne Hazell:  ahazellau@gmail.com 
 Printed courtesy Catherine Hutchesson MP, Member for Waite   1/7-9 Young St Blackwood SA 5051 

South Australia 2024
HISTORY FESTIVAL

LAST month, I proposed Blackwood becom-
ing a sustainable community, with proposed 
new environmental initiatives adding to cur-
rent ones.

This month, I explore sustainability of the 
Blackwood District Centre.

Sustainability has been defined as “using 
resources in a way that ecological and human 
life is enhanced”.  So it looks after the natural 
world and human well-beings, balancing eco-
nomic social and environmental needs well 
into the future.

Of the many master plans done for the 
Blackwood District Centre, the most recent 
2018 Structure Plan contained many elements 
of good sustainable city planning, including:
•	 Housing choices incorporating medium 

density development.
•	 Mixed use development.
•	 Rationalising traffic movement and parking.
•	 Greening of public spaces.
•	 Improved pedestrian amenity.
•	 Better public transport access.

Little has been done to date in realising 
these outcomes.   

State and local governments could improve 
all of these with good planning and regula-
tions.  All new buildings could have high lev-
els of environmental performance. 

These would make the Blackwood District 
Centre a much nicer place to visit, would 
benefit the traders and make the place more 
resilient to our warming climate.

The imminent development of the old 
library and nursery site is a great opportun-
ity to create an outstanding new facility that 
enhances Blackwood, provides much needed 
residential choices and adds to the econom-
ic, social and environmental sustainability of 
the district centre.

Mitcham Council has said it desires some 
good outcomes for this site, and we wait 
with anticipation as to whether they have the 
courage to insist on these being realised, 
including “high quality sustainable design” 
and “recognising the unique attributes of 
Blackwood”.

One of the unique attributes must surely be 
the abundance of trees and greenery.

Organisations such as the Blackwood 
Action Group have worked hard over many 
years to ‘green the district’.   

Trees will be more important than ever as 
our climate heats up.  We need to plant more 
trees in public and private spaces and protect 
the ones that exist, from rampaging chain-
saws.   Any new development must include 
enough open space for large trees to grow.

There are two substantial trees in the 
Drake’s supermarket car park which provide 
great shade for cars, without any loss of park-
ing spaces.  This should be normal in all car 
parks.

There is a growing body of evidence that 
demonstrates that good planning and quality 
physical environments also provide improved 
health, well-being and enjoyment outcomes 
for residents.	     		            p

Balancing social & environmental needs 
by Andrew Tidswell
Sustainable 
Communities
Blackwood

Blackwood Players are back in full swing
“WE have a number of performances 
happening this year,” said President. 
Myles Leon; starting with "The 
Ballad of The Lady Bushranger" in 
conjunction with Wired Up Theatre on Saturday 
April 6.

An original musical with live musicians. The 
musical is set around the year 1900. Locals 
have gathered at a little outback pub for a beer, 
a chat, some music and a yarn.

Their normal night is interrupted by the 
arrival of an English lady, a teller of stories. The 
talk soon turns to tales of lesser known out-
laws and the woman regales them all with the 
story of the Lady Bushranger. Lots of laughs, 
catchy songs and tales of adventure. Great for 
the whole family.

Then on Saturday May  11 at 7.30pm, 
Blackwood Players are holding another quiz 
night, hosted by TV personality Tim Noonan. 

This event is a fundraising event to 
help keep the company alive, so get 
a group together and book a table, or 
find a seat at another table.

Lots of quiz knowledge, raffles. Prize for the 
best Favorite Screen Mum. Tickets only $10 per 
person or a table of 8 for $60.

Bookings via Try bookings or contact Myles 
on  0421 002 802.

Due to the cancellation of "Some Mothers Do 
Ave Em" production last year, they will be stag-
ing it for mid June (16th-29th June), directed by 
Myles Leon.

All events and performances are held at 
Blackwood Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel 
Parade, Blackwood.
p  For further information contact the President 
on 0421 002 802 or email us blackwood.players@
gmail.com or check out their website www.black-
woodplayers.com

http://www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au
http://www.rebekhasharkie.com.au
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We love to chat! Contact us
today for a complimentary

chat and see where your
home stands in the market.
Call our Blackwood team on

8278 4222 today!

YOUR FRIENDLY
REAL ESTATE

LOCALS

Major makeover for Belair stationLearn about 
memory loss
as we age

by Catherine Hutchesson, MP for Waite

THE Friends of the Belair Station do an 
incredible job of maintaining the station and 
in September last year we recognised their 
efforts. 

As volunteers they are unwavering in their 
dedication to the station. They are there from 
the very early hours of the morning on a 
Friday and work hard with the help of their 
dog, Digger (maybe he is the reincarnation of 
‘Patch’ the original station dog). 

The Belair train station was first opened 
in 1883 and it differed from the other sta-
tions throughout the network due to its use of 
timber and its location on what was originally 
Government Farm.

Belair Railway Station is historically sig-
nificant at a state level in its representation 
of part of a major development in South 
Australia’s transportation history and a good 
example of a station built in the late 19th 
Century.

It is significant because of its association 
with the construction of the Adelaide – Nairne 
Railway in 1879-83 as well as the ambitious 
expansion of the network to build links to 
NSW and Victoria.

Fast forwarding to 1985, the signal box and 
station were entered into the register of State 
Heritage items.  Sadly, in May 2003, the signal 
box was burned to the ground after 6 long 
years being lovingly restored by the Friends 
of Belair Station, including well-known local, 
Neil Stallard.

The signal box was rebuilt though, through 
the assistance of the then Deputy Prime 
Minister and Train Enthusiast, Tim Fischer 
along with former local Federal member at the 
time, Andrew Southcott.

For those who don’t know of ‘Patch’, he was 

the faithful companion of the Belair Station 
Master, Mick Harnett in the 60’s and 70’s and 
is buried behind the station. 

For 16 years, Patch welcomed every train 
from his position on a stool near the window 
of the Signal Cabin.  He barked as the signal 
lever at his side was lowered, letting the driv-
ers know they could leave. ‘Digger’ now barks 
at every freight train that comes and goes and 
is always ready for a pat. 

The Friends of Belair Station do an incred-
ible job of maintaining and improving the 

station and have been advocating for a long 
time to have the heritage listed railway shel-
ter refurbished. A shelter that had fallen into 
disrepair.

The group were very pleased to find out 
that the State Government, in collaboration 
with Keolis Downer, have committed the nec-
essary funds to restore the shelter.  And a few 
weeks ago, I was able to let the Friends know 
that the works were finally going to com-
mence.  Since then, work has started and will 
include the following: 

• 	 new columns, hardwood plinths and 
strip footings
• 	 new roof beam
• 	 replacement of life-expired cladding
• 	 new storm water infrastructure
• 	 rebuilding of paving and edging
• 	 rebuilding of bench seats
• 	 resurfacing of life-expired pavement 
under shelter; and
• 	 repainting.

We are anticipating that the works 
will be completed pending weather in 
June. 

I cannot thank the volunteers enough 
for their work and also their ongoing 
advocacy and I am so glad that we will 
all be able to enjoy the restored shelter 
very soon. 		                        p

by Tracey Yeend, Joint Co-ordinator
Wellness Education Sessions

WE’VE had a flying start to the year, with our 
second session being booked out with a crowd of 
around 150 people.

We were privileged to hear from Gail Miller 
from ‘Aged Care Explained’ talk about the stress, 
difficulties and sense of overwhelm that comes 
with navigating Aged Care and the process, paper-
work and directives specific to ageing. 

For our third seminar on Tuesday April 9, we see 
the return of the informative Wendy Hall (pictured 
below) from Dementia Doulas International, pre-
senting to us ... “Remembering 2 Remember”.

Getting older can often lead to forgetting more 
and this can lead to a fear of these changes being 
permanent along with other lifestyle implications. 
If you want to know more about what normal 
memory changes look like and what you can do to 
better support your memory, then this presentation 
is for you. 

Learn how simple exercises and reframing your 
thinking can make a difference to everyday life. 
You will likely identify with strategies that you 
may not realise you are already using.

Join Wendy, as she leads this interactive and 
practical presentation on common memory chang-
es and what can we do to improve our memory.

Ongoing thank you to our amazing spon-
sors:  Peter Alexandrou from Harris Real Estate 
Blackwood and the Green Dispensary Blackwood. 
Proudly supported by Catherine Hutchesson MP 
for Waite and her amazing team.

All sessions are free and held at the Blackwood 
Uniting Church (near the roundabout) on the 2nd 
Tuesday each month.  Please arrive around 5pm for 
a 5.30pm start. 

p   Booking your spot is essential; please contact 
Catherine Hutchesson’s Office on 8278 5844 or email: 
waite@parliament.sa.gov.au or pop into the office 
on the corner of Young & Waite Street.

◆  Photo - Catherine Hutchesson MP for Waite (centre) with station dog ‘Digger’, surrounded by some 
of the members of the Friends of Belair Station

143 Daws Rd, St. Marys

Choose a family-owned 
local business.

Trust over 100+ 
5-star Google reviews

embracefunerals.com.au
Ph: 7221 2633

OFF the back of the very successful Mitcham 
& Hills Wellness Education Sessions that were 
started last year, and to accommodate a broad-
er range of topics and services, the convenors 
are planning to put together an all day Health 
and Wellness Expo.  

If you are involved in medical, health and any 
allied services in the area, this expo will provide 
a unique opportunity for your organisation to 
discuss and promote your services with local 
residents. 

You will also be able to provide information 

about your services and answer questions from 
local residents.  

There will also be an adjunct room, where 
speakers can present short informative talks 
about their services, and visitors can choose 
who they would like to listen to throughout the 
day.
p  If you are interested in being a part of this Health 
& Wellness Expo day, please register your inter-
est with local MP Catherine Hutchesson office, 
by email:  waite@parliament.sa.gov.au or phone 
8278 5844.

Expressions of  Interest for a 
Mitcham & Hills ‘Health and Wellness Expo’

https://qrcodes.pro/nVb1p4
http://www.embracefunerals.com.au
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ca

Catherine Hutchesson MP
    Member for Waite Building a resilient community

Authorised by C. Hutchesson, 1/7-9 Young St, Blackwood SA 5051

ANSWERS ON PAGE 12

IT’S not too much to 
expect integrity from 
our governments. 

As citizens and as 
taxpayers, we should be able to expect 
that our governments will act in the inter-
ests of the community and use taxpayer 
funding to get better outcomes for the 
community.

And yet, we only got a National Anti-
Corruption Commission (NACC) legis-
lated in 2022 after the Albanese Labor 
Government was elected. 

Previously, I heard from so many 
Boothby residents how upset they were 
about the scandals and alleged rorts of 
the previous government: money wasted 

on car parks that would never be 
built, colour-coded spreadsheets 
used to allocate funding for elec-
toral advantage against the advice 
of the relevant department, alleg-

ations of contracts going to mates of 
Ministers.  Some people could list them 
off more than 30!

So I was very pleased to see the 
NACC announcement that it has now 
referred three matters for prosecution. 

As politicians we are servants of the 
public.  You may not like everything we 
do, but you should be able to trust that 
it is done without corruption and without 
self-interest.

But the work on integrity continues. 
At time of writing, the Parliament is 
debating a Bill to replace the former 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) 
with a new body, the Administrative 
Review Tribunal (ART).  

These bodies are where Australians 
can go to appeal a decision by a govern-
ment department - Services Australia, 
NDIA, Veterans Affairs, Immigration. 

Under the previous government, many 
non-merit political appointments had 
been made, and delays had blown out 
to the extent that bad migration agents 
were advising people with no right to 
claim asylum to come to Australia on 
student visas and then apply for asylum, 
knowing it would take ten years for the 
case to be resolved through the AAT. 

 Integrity is important. Lack of integ-
rity wastes Australian taxpayer’s money, 
denies Australians the services they 
deserve and undermines trust in the 
democratic system.

 
p  If you have any queries, please con-
tact my office on 8374 0511 or email: 
Louise.Miller-Frost.MP@aph.gov.au

by Louise Miller-Frost
Federal MP
for Boothby

Lack of integrity wastes taxpayer’s money

Some reader’s not happy with the 
apostrophe!

For all those people who took the 
time to email me or post on Facebook, 
complaining about the apostrophe, 
I apparently incorrectly placed in 
the heading on the front page of last 
month’s Blackwood Times …

You won’t have to put up with the 
possibility of such a devastating and 
catastrophic mistake ever happening 
again by me, as the JUNE edition will 
be my last one!!

Miles Badcock, Editor

Clean affordable energy now not 
nuclear

Politics aside, our need is for secure, 
affordable and clean energy now and 
an end to unnecessary roadblocks 
and delays, not a nuclear crusade that 
appears incapable of delivering power 
before 2040.

Jim Allen, Panorama

Urgent need to convert to renewa-
bles now

The increase in the population of 
Humans in the World since the year 
1900 has been massive.  In 1900, 
approx.1.7 billion humans inhabited the 
World; now the World population of 
humans has risen to approx. 8.1 billion.

It is little wonder that the enor-
mous increase in Human beings in the 
World, and their ever growing require-
ment for energy, has, and is having, a 
huge impact on Human caused climate 
change.

The necessity to convert with urgency 
from using fossil fuels to using renewa-
bles, to create energy, has never been so 
obvious and compelling.

Brian Measday, Kingswood

p Have something to share wi th 
Blackwood Times readers ... send a 
‘Letter to the Editor’ by email including 
name, address and suburb  to:  info@
blackwoodtimes.com.au

Letters to the Editor-

THE 2024 Blackwood Business & 
Trade Directory has been distribut-
ed into letterboxes for another year.

A popular publication since 
2000, it contains the contact details 
for many local businesses and 
tradespeople all in the one place.

However, if you didn’t receive a 
copy at home, you can pick one up 
when out shopping at one of our 
news stands located in the main 
shopping precincts, or the super-
markets, Blackwood Newsagent, 
local MP office in Young Street and 
various other businesses in the dis-
trict.

Also available on-line to look up 
details any time anywhere at:
blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au

2024 Blackwood 
Directory out now

Join in the fun of the fair at Herbstfest
THE annual celebration of German culture, 
Herbstfest, is set to return to Belair National Park’s 
Karka Pavilion this month. 

In its fourth year, this family-friendly event brings 
together German food, music and crafts in a natural 
setting.  Hosted by dance group Bund der Bayern 
and supported by a My Mitcham Community Grant, 
the event aims to celebrate the autumn colours of the 
Adelaide Hills along with German culture. 

Local acts set to perform include traditional 
Bavarian accordion with Heidi and Herrman, classical 
harp with Emma Horwood and contemporary music 
by Corinna of Deviation Acoustic. 

There will be outdoor games, face painting and 
henna art and a craft workshop along with tradition-
al German beer and foods including Flammkuchen 
(pizza), Bratwuerstchen (sausage) and Federweisser 
(young wine). 

For a local afternoon out with a difference, come 
along and enjoy some fun and frivolity at this year’s 
Herbstfest in the beautiful surrounds of Belair Park.

p  Herbstfest, Saturday 6 April, 12pm to 5.30pm, $6.50 
to $12.50, Karka Pavilion (accessed via Melville Gully 
Road and Cherry Plantation Road), Belair National Park. 
To book visit www. trybooking.com/CNXHV
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
SHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

FREEFREE

https://www.facebook.com/CatherineHutchessonMP
https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
www. trybooking.com/CNXHV
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Experience the luxury of a new home and the financial 

benefits on offer at Living Choice Mount Barker

Discover our new land-lease community for those over 50 in Mount Barker

9 Greenheart Circuit, Mount Barker  |  Ph 1300 584 242  |  Open 7 days, 10am - 2pm 

livingchoicemountbarker.com.au

Visit the Sales and Information Centre:

Mount Barker Mount Barker

READY FOR A CAREFREE AND  
SECURE NEW CHAPTER IN LIFE

No Stamp Duty
Enjoy your new home without the 
financial strain of stamp duty, deferred 
management, or exit fees.

Low-Maintenance Living
Each home has been thoughtfully 
designed to ensure you can enjoy a 
low-maintenance lifestyle.

Build Social Connections
Explore active over-50s living,  
make new friends, and feel part  
of a welcoming community.

Resort-Style Amenities 
The Country Club boasts a wide range 
of premium recreational and leisure 
facilities, contributing toward a vibrant 
and active lifestyle.

Blackwood Times FP Ad 260mmx 370mm -April ad - J000059 .indd   1 15/3/2024   2:20 pm

https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
http://www.livingchoicemountbarker.com.au
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Pe t s  & Ve t s

Easter treats can be harmful to your pets
WITH Easter just over, there is bound to be 
plenty of chocolate and Easter bunnies still 
in the house, and pet owners should be extra 
vigilant with what they feed their pets, as vet-
erinary clinics gear up for one of their busiest 
times of the year.

While many families look forward to choc-
olate bunnies, Easter egg hunts and a tasty hot 
cross bun (or two), these treats can actually 
prove lethal to our furry friends. 

“The humble hot cross bun is a favourite in 
households over Easter, but it’s also a danger-
ous treat to feed your pet,” said a ‘Compare 
the Market’ general insurance spokesperson. 
“The traditional versions contain dried grapes, 
which are extremely toxic to dogs.  Even some 
of the more modern hot cross buns contain 
ingredients like chocolate, which is also a big 
no-no for animals. 

“People may not realise that dogs can’t 
break down a certain enzyme found in choc-
olate, which can cause an array of serious 
health complications like vomiting, a rapid 
heart rate, breathing difficulty, diarrhoea and 
more. It could prove life-threatening depend-
ing on how much your pet ingests.”

Meanwhile, it’s also important to be aware 
of other threats to your pets over the Easter 
period.

“Similarly, use Easter as a reminder to stay 
on top of your pet’s vaccinations, particularly 
if you’re travelling or if they’re staying at a 
kennel over the holiday period. This can pro-
tect them against an array of common diseas-

es, ranging from kennel cough syndrome and 
dog parvovirus to hepatitis to cat flu.
Tips for protecting your pet over Easter ...
1.	 Be aware that your usual vet may not be 

open. Many vets may not be operating or 
may have skeleton staff working over the 
Easter long weekend. Knowing which 24/7 
emergency clinics are located nearby, in 
case the worst happens, is a good idea.

2.	 Telehealth options may be available. An 
array of vet initiatives designed to keep 
their pets healthy and reduce veterinary 
expenses have been rolled out in recent 
times, including Dial A Vet, Webvet and 
more. These services allow you to pay a 
small fee for a video consultation with a 
certified vet. Keep in mind that if your pet 
is in life-threatening danger, you should 
always visit a vet in person. 

3.	 Understand the limits and excesses that 
apply on pet insurance. If you need to 
claim on your pet insurance, do you know 
how much money will be reimbursed and 
how much you may need to pay? Be sure 
to read your PDS carefully, as you could 
still be left out-of-pocket – even with 
cover. 

4.	 Ensure your pet’s vaccinations are up to 
date. If you’re leaving your pet at a kennel 
or a day care service, you’ll need to ensure 
all its vaccinations are current. This not 
only protects your pet, but ensures they’re 
able to stay. Kennels and day care services 
will usually refuse entry if your pet is 
behind on its vaccinations. 

Information extracted from media release by 
comparethemarket.

Cats must remain on your property
CATS are wonderful company and are well known 
for their curiosity and independence, but if they’re not 
looked after properly, they can cause havoc to our native 
wildlife and a nuisance to other residents.

Mitcham Council have a duty to make sure everyone 
in our community feels safe, and that animal ownership 
doesn’t create health or safety problems. 

So they have introduced cat confinement for all new 
cats from 1 January 2024, to help Mitcham’s cats live 
longer and healthier lives, while better protecting native 
wildlife.

All cats born or registered on or after 1 January 2024 
will need to be confined to your property at all times. 
Cats can still go outside, as long as they remain on your 
property.

Try and encourage your cat to stay indoors, especially 
at night. Not only does this help protect local wildlife 
from your cat’s claws and teeth, it protects your cat from 
potential harm, like getting run over or getting lost. Cat 
fights can lead to pricey vet visits and cats are also more 
likely to be run over at night.

Keeping your cat confined to your property is the saf-
est place for you cat.  They won’t be at risk from getting 
lost, hit by a car or fighting with other cats.

Cats born or registered before 1 January 2024, do not 
have to be contained. However, it is important that your 
cat is not a causing a nuisance.

Caring for your 
cat is a full-time commitment and there are loads of 
things you should think about before you welcome a cat 
into your home.

Does a cat match your lifestyle? Will it have enough 
space to run around? Can you devote the necessary time 
to feeding, training, exercising, socialising and spending 
time with your cat? Can you keep your cat contained?

Can you afford vet check-ups, vaccinations, and food? 
Ask your local vet for advice.

Registering and identifying your pets and other ani-
mals helps to keep your animals safe, gives you peace of 
mind, and means that we can plan for future community 
needs.

If your cat is over three months old and is unregistered, 
that’s an offence, and you will be charged a maximum 
penalty $320 plus an expiation fee $170. You may also 
be charged a continuing offence penalty of $170 every 
14 days that the offence continues.

To find how to register your cat or dog, visit www.dog-
sandcatsonline.com.au
❏   For more information and help, visit www.mitchamcoun-
cil.sa.gov.au/our-services/animals/cats-in-the-city

◆  Photo - Cat enclsoures are a great way to keep your cat on your property while giv-
ing youir pet the freedom to roam outdoors without chasing the wildlife

Rick Hooper Glass
Phone Rick on

0409 281 841

PET
DOORS

All size dog and cat
doors installed

in glass doors & windows

4 Free Quotes

4 Best price
    quality &
    service

4 Locally owned

(Photo for illustration purposes only)

 BLACKWOOD PETS

Large selection of Dry Cat & Dog Food including -
Prime 100 - Hills Science - BlackHawk - Advance - Ivory Coat

 All Pet Beds
  & Cat Poles

Offer ends 30 April10%
off

OPEN 7 DAYS

10 Waite St, Blackwood (opp. water tower)     •    8278 6814
Phone orders welcome on 8278 7206

170 MAIN ROAD BLACKWOOD

Our range of fresh Meat Loaves are cooked 
daily and are free of preservatives, salt,  
colouring, fillers and are also low in fat.

FRESH IS BEST

Mon-Fri 8.30-6  Sat 8.30-5  •  Closed Public Holidays & Sundays

Knitted PET COATS

HOODED BEDS
during April

      $75* were $99.99
(*3 colours - floor stock)

OFF*
(floor stock)25%

O P E N I N G  H O U R S :

Top Dog Names 
chosen for 2024

WHEN choosing a name for your dog, it is 
important to consider their personality and 
appearance. You should also choose a name 
that is easy to pronounce and that you will 
enjoy calling out.

This is a list of the top 10 most popular dog 
names in Australia in 2024:

•	 Luna
•	 Daisy
•	 Milo
•	 Bella
•	 Coco
•	 Teddy
•	 Charlie
•	 Frankie
•	 Archie
•	 Ruby
These names are a mix of classic and more 

modern choices, and they reflect the divers-
ity of dog breeds and owners in Australia. 

Luna is a popular name for both male and 
female dogs, and it has been the top dog 
name in Australia for the past five years. 
Daisy and Milo are also popular choices 
for both genders, while Bella, Coco, Teddy, 
and Ruby are more popular for female dogs. 
Charlie, Frankie, and Archie are more popular 
for male dogs.

Here are some other popular dog names in 
Australia in 2024:

•	 Bailey
•	 Buddy
•	 Buster
•	 Cooper
•	 Diesel
•	 Jack
•	 Jasper
•	 Max
•	 Molly
•	 Oscar
•	 Teddy
•	 Toby

www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/our-services/animals/cats-in-the-city
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass
http://www.rubenspetfood.com
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WHAT’S ON IN BLACKWOOD & DISTRICTS
Visit www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au anytime for an up-to-date listing of local events

u  1 & 15 April
Coromandel Valley Rotary - meet at Parish 
Hall, 337 Main Rd, Coromandel Valley (behind 
St John’s Church) at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If 
you would like to attend a meeting or are inter-
ested in joining, contact Peter 0431 012 142.
u  2 & 16 April
Blackwood Rotary - meet at Blackwood 
RSL Club, Brighton Parade, at 6pm for 
6.30pm start. If you would like to attend a 
meeting or are interested in joining the club, 
please contact Kevin Marsh on 0428 522 362.
u   3 April
Blackwood Lions - meet at 6.30pm in 
Blackwood Memorial Hall, 21  Coromandel 
Pde.  New enquiries welcome. If you want 
more information or thinking of joining, give 
Chris Martin a call on 0409 900 499. 
u  3 April
Blackwood Reconciliation Group - meet in 
the ‘Coffee Lounge’ in the Blackwood Uniting 
Church (near Blackwood roundabout) at 7pm. 
For more information see Facebook or email: 
blackwoodreconciliationgroup@gmail.com
u  3 April
Blackwood Freemasons - all past and cur-
rent members of Blackwood no 93 meet 
from 7.30pm at Masonic Ctr, 229 Main Rd 
(opposite Coles and behind The CPAP Room 
premises).  If you want more information on 
Freemasonry contact Ted on 0407 978 214  
or e: blackwoodlodge93@gmail.com 
u  3, 10, 17 & 24 April
Come Play Scrabble
Join in the fun at the Blackwood Scrabble 
Club meeting in the Blackwood Uniting 
Church Hal l  (near the roundabout). 
Enquiries to Raelene  0416 203 515.
u  4 April
Blackwood Probus Club - meet at Masonic 
Lodge, 229 Main Road (opp. Coles) from 
9.30am. An informal and social outlet for 
retired and semi-retired ladies and gents. 
Phone Norman on 8178 2653. 
u   4 April
Tonsley VIEW Club - meet at the Maid of 
Auckland, South Rd, Edwardstown, at 11am 

for 11.30 start.  Cost is $25 for lunch. Often 
have guest speaker, raffle and trading table.  
VIEW is a women’s group supporting The 
Smith Family by sponsoring children.  Phone 
Deborah on 0468 630 020 for details or email: 
tonsleyviewclub21@gmail.com
u  6 April
National Trust Coromandel Valley & 
Districts - anyone is welcome to join in mor-
ning tea and catch up with friends or meet 
locals - held at the Watchman House on Main 
Road from 9am-12noon.  For details check 
out Facebook page or phone 0474 066 776.
u   7 April
Messy Church - for children of all ages and 
held in Blackwood Uniting Church (near 
roundabout) from 4-6pm.  Fun activities fol-
lowed by a story and songs finishing with a 
yummy tea! Cost is $10 per family. Phone 
0408 657 526 for more. 
u  7 April
Bottle Collection - from 9am by Belair 
Scout Group.  Collect ALL GLASS bottles 
and jars, ALL REFUNDABLE cans, bottles 
and cartons from your driveway.  Any queries 
phone Nicola on 0412 708 940.
u  7 April	
Blackwood Sunshine Heart Market - from 
10am to 3pm at Blackwood Memorial Hall, 
21  Coromandel Parade.  Admission is free.  
New stall enquiries to Kylie : sunshineheartm-
kt@gmail.com
u  7 & 21 April
Old Government House - located in the 
Belair National Park and is open from 1-4pm.  
Tour with afternoon Devonshire tea $15pp; 
and tour only $5 for adults and children under 
12 free.  Entry into Belair National Park is free 
if visiting OGH - tell staff at gate. For more 
information phone 0438 687 788.
u  8 April
Belair Ladies’ Probus Club - meet at 
Blackwood Uniting Church (near roundabout) 
at 10am. Enjoy a social time with retired and 
semi-retired peers.  Interesting speakers, out-
ings, and weekly beach walk.  Enquiries to 
Jane on 0419 187 356.

u   9 April
Wellness Education Sessions - held at 
Blackwood Uniting Church, near Blackwood 
roundabout in the Cafe lounge. Everyone wel-
come to attend.  For more information email: 
circleoffriendsblackwood@gmail.com
u   10 April
Blackwood Hills Circle of Friends for 
Refugees - meet at 7.30pm in the Foyer 
at Blackwood Uniting Church near the 
Blackwood roundabout. Everyone welcome to 
attend.  For more information email: circleof-
friendsblackwood@gmail.com
u   10 April
Adelaide-Mitcham Prostate Cancer 
Support Group - meet at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL Club, 4 Prince George Parade, 
Colonel Light Gardens from 7–8.45pm. Guest 
speakers are arranged for most meetings. All 
welcome. Enquiries: Ralph 0406 006 654, 
Roland 0438 604 323 and www.adelaide-mit-
champcsg.org
u   11 April
Blackwood Photographic Club  - meet at 
Blackwood Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel 
Pde, Blackwood at 7.30pm.  Visitors and 
those interested in amateur photography wel-
come.  Contact Ian on 0410 634 046 or email: 
panjarri@gmail.com
u   11 April
Hawthorndene Mens’ Probus - meet 9.30am 
at Belair Uniting Church, Sheoak Rd, where 
retired men find new interests, new friends 
and stimulating speakers. Also, regular out-
ings, reading and walking groups. New mem-
bers welcome - contact Robert on 0488 170 
848. 
u  13 April
Aust Sewing Guild (mitcham) - anyone inter-
ested in sewing from beginners to advanced 
are welcome. Held at Blackwood Uniting 
Church, (near Blackwood roundabout) from 
1-4pm. Phone Donna on 8374  3172 or 
0413 022 162 for details.
u  13 April
Blackwood Philatelic Circle - meet at 
1.30pm at the Blackwood Uniting Church 

near the Blackwood roundabout. Displays and 
sales of a wide range of Australian and World 
stamps at most meetings. Everyone welcome 
to attend. Phone Trevor on 0437 050 831. 
u  14 & 28 April
Joan’s Patch : A Garden for the Community 
- meets 1-4pm at Joan’s Pantry, Watahuna 
Avenue, Hawthorndene to share ideas and 
tend to community garden.  New members 
welcome. Enquiries to Deb on 0419 824 787 
or e: jpkitchengarden@gmail.com
u  15 April
Blackwood Hills VIEW Club - meet at 
the Marion Club, Sturt Road at 10.30am for 
lunch. Ladies fun and friendship supporting 
The Smith Family.  Guest speakers, raffles and 
trading table. New members welcome. For 
more details and bookings contact Joan on 
0408 823 872.
u   16 April
Friends of Sturt Gorge - meet at 7.30pm.  
Hold regular working bees to maintain trails 
and weeding days.  Phone Bob Grant on 
7329 8296 for meeting location and working 
bees.    Visit www.fosg.org.au and email: 
bobgrant@adam.com.au
u  17 April
Blackwood Winemakers & Brewers 
Club  - meet at Blackwood Memorial Hall, 
19  Coromandel Pde, from 7.30pm.  Learn 
about wine-making and brewing, guest 
speakers with wine and beer tastings.  New 
members welcome.  Phone Bernie on 0447 
212 278 or email: secretary@bwbc.org.au
u  20 April
Friends of Gamble Cottage & Garden open 
between 1-4pm.  Enjoy a stroll through his-
toric gardens and view cottage.  Plant nurs-
ery open with range of inexpensive plants. 
Entry is free - 296  Main Rd, Blackwood 
cnr Dorham Rd.  Enquiries to Chris on 
0418 827 825.
u   22 April	
Blackwood Floral Art Club - held at 
Blackwood Uniting Church at 7.30-9pm.   
All welcome but must email attendance in 
advance - no experience required.  View 

activities of club at:  www.blackwoodflor-
alart.blogspot.com.au
u   22 April
Mitcham Hills Combined Probus - meet at 
Club Marion, Sturt Rd, Marion from 10.30am. 
Come and enjoy our happy and friendly 
retirees for fun, fellowship and friendship. 
Phone Christine on 0400  809  704 or visit 
www.probussouthpacific.org/microsites/mit-
chamhills
u  24 April
Zonta Club of Adelaide Hills - work to 
advance the status of women worldwide 
through service and advocacy.  Meet at Belair 
Hotel at 6.30pm for 7pm start.  Visitors wel-
come.  Contact Bev on 0407 603 117 for 
more details.
u  25 April
Combined Probus Club of Coromandel 
Valley - has relocated to St Johns Anglican 
Church Hall, 337 Main Road, Coromandel 
Valley.  Meetings are held at 10am We are a 
medium size Club with maximum membership 
of 75.  Each meeting we have a guest speaker 
and each month an outing is planned as well 
as ‘gals’ and ‘guys’ coffee mornings. New 
members most welcome.  Contact Bob on 
0418 836 414 or Heather 0448 351 880 for 
more info.
u  30 April
Junior Field Naturalists SA – meets in the 
Bellevue Heights Primary School Gym at 7pm. 
Club is aimed at nature enthusiasts aged 6 
to 14, with accompanying parents. Activities 
include guest speakers at meetings, as well as 
regular field trips. You are welcome to attend 
a meeting to “come-and-try” the club before 
joining. Further information: www.jfnsa.com.au

u   18 May
Blackwood Hills Circle of Friends for 
Refugees Celebrity Quiz Night - at 6.30pm 
in the Blackwood Uniting Church Hall (near 
the Blackwood roundabout). Tickets cost $20 
and available at https://www.trybooking.com/
CPZPH  For more information contact Jennie 
on 0418 848 508.

 Auto Transmission Service       from 
   Includes:  H  All labour  H  Oils  H  Gaskets 
     H  Filter  H  Band & Selector adjustments

Serving Blackwood & Hills Motorists since 1998

SPECIALISING IN  • Transmission Servicing & Repairs • Power Steering  • Overhauls
•  Electronic Diagnostics  • Change Overs • Coolers • Shift Kits • Performance Transmissions 

• 12mths 20,000km warranty or optional 3yr/60,000km warranty

AUTO
TRANSMISSION

1 Stirling Rd, Blackwood
Phone 8370 0430
www.mvautomatics.com.au

e:  mva@bigpond.net.au

$245

H Mechanical Repairs &  
   Servicing  H  4WD’s 
H Log Book Service  
H   Air Conditioning
     Re-gas & Service 

Edenwood 
Autos

www.edenwoodautos.com.au

Serving Blackwood motorists since 1926

DEPOT FOR CADDLE
CRASH REPAIRS

214 Main Road, Blackwood  
Phone 8278 7318

FREE Loan Car by arrangement

For all your

LOCAL AUTO
servicing & repairs

Jacobs Blackwood

169 MAIN RD, BLACKWOOD
Phone 8178 0020

15” Kumho Passenger tyres ... 
			   from $99ea

16” Kumho Passenger tyres ... 
		                  from $139ea

Going away in 
School Holidays?
Check out these great specials ... 
to help keep you safe on the road

BUY 3 get 1 FREE
on selected Yokohama 4WD, SUV and 

Passenger tyres

BLACKWOOD AUTO
& ELECTRICAL

255 Main Road 
Blackwood

(next to Bridgestone Tyres)

Phone 8370 2244

AUTO ELECTRICALRTA: AU08073

ARC

Keeping Hills motorists safe
on the road since 1980

Going away in School Holidays?
4  Dual battery system and campervan

electrics working?
4  Need LED brighter lights or solar panels?

4  Air conditioner needs a re-gas, repairs 
or service

Don’t brake down on the road
Book your car or 4WD in early for 

a service and/or repairs today!

http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
http://www.mvautomatics.com.au
http://www.edenwoodautos.com.au
https://blackwooddyno.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/jacobstyresandmore
http://www.blackwoodauto.com.au
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Phone LOCAL First

Professional
Dog Training & Walking

Contact Jess on

0411 317 212

www.refreshingpawsdogtraining.com.au

LOCAL

DRIVER TRAINING

DOG TRAINING
& WALKING

Lic. PGE 227968

ELECTRICIANS

•  All electrical work •  Smoke alarms
•  Safety switches   •  TV / Phone / NBN
•  Switchboard & meter box upgrades

Phone 0409 380 344
email: ctekelec@gmail.com       Lic. No. PGE 189808

GARDEN & LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Free Quotes  •  26 years experience
Insured with references

www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au

4  Yard Clean Up  4  Mulching  4  Lawns 
4  Hedging / Pruning  4  Rubbish Removal

           0418 884 977
Reliable, Complete Garden Service

Marcel Fortier

Lawn & Yard
Service

HIRE EQUIPMENT

176 Main Rd Blackwood

8370 2488
blackwoodhire.com

GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTER 
CLEANING

0412 204 645

Contact us for all your
gutter cleaning and  solar

panel cleaning
requirements

 

 

WWW://ROOFTOFLOOR.COM.AU
www.rooftofloor.com.au

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& PET DOORS

Phone Rick on
 0409 281 841

4  New & Replacement Service
4  Specialising in Energy Efficient Upgrades

4  Windows - Mirrors - Splashbacks
- Free Quotes -

GLASS & GLAZING JEWELLERY &
WATCH REPAIRS

Elegant
IMAGES

Your Friendly Local Manufacturing Jeweller 

PHONE 8370 2440
239 MAIN RD, BLACKWOOD

Rings repaired, resized & remade

Batteries replaced -
watches & remotes 
(includes car / garage)

Clocks repairsChain repairs

Custom bespoke
jewellery 

Sterling Silver jewellery

9ct and 18ct Gold
jewellery

Precious and Semi-
precious stones

Storewide Voucher!
20% off any product in-store

*Please show this voucher in-store to redeem*

"

"

LAWNMOWER SALES
SERVICE & REPAIRS

Phone 8374 3399
64 Springbank Road, Panorama

Southern 
Lawnmower Centre

Wide Range of Outdoor Garden 
Equipment including Stihl

Sales - Service - Repairs

Want to work locally & 
attract local customers?

Then advertise locally in 
The Blackwood Times 

on the Phone Local pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824
or email:  

info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

THE BLACKWOOD 

TIMES

Online FREE from
1st of every month at

blackwoodtimes.com.au
& 3,000 copies

available for pick up

p	 Free community newspaper 
	 available online FREE from the
	 1st of every month
p 	Keeping the community informed 

with local news for 30 years
p 	3,000 copies available for pick 

up from our newstands, super-
markets, newsagent and selected 
businesses in the district.

Advertising is accepted subject to the provisions 
of the Trades Practices Act of 1974.  Every care 
is taken in the accuracy and presentation of 
information in this newspaper but the publisher 
accepts no responsibility for the consequences 
of actions taken by readers as a result of that 
information.

Publisher:  Miles Badcock
Editorial & advertising offices:
PO Box 1024, 
BLACKWOOD   5051
Phone:  0428 246 824
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
Editorial Assistance: 
James Swanborough
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H A T H A ,  Y I N  &  R E S T O R A T I V E  Y O G A  F O R  E V E R Y  B O D Y

WEDNESDAYS
9:00 - 9:50am

F O R  B O O K I N G S  A N D  E N Q U I R I E S
L A U R E N . G R E E N @ Y 7 M A I L . C O M

0 4 3 2  6 9 6  2 3 4

CASUAL VISIT
5 CLASS PASS
10 CLASS PASS

KIDZONE, CHURCH OF CHRIST
367 SHEPHERDS HILL ROAD, BLACKWOOD

|  $15
|  $55
|  $100

																																								Adelaide	Hills	Amateur	Radio	Society	

	

What:	 Foundation	Licence	Training	&	Assessment	and	
Standard,	Advanced	and	Regulations	exams	

When:	 Saturday	13th	April	0830-1730		

Where:		 Skills	Centre	Urrbrae	Agricultural	High	School.	
Enter	Gate	A	on	Fullarton	Rd	and	the	building	is	on	
your	left-hand	side.	On-site	parking	is	available.	

Cost:	 $10	payable	to	AHARS	on	the	day	to	cover	room	
hire,	paperwork	and	tea/coffee.	

Book:	 The	Foundation	Licence	Manual	is	$25	if	required.		

Register:		 Send	an	email	to	vk5ph@wia.org.au	to	enrol.	You	
must	register	so	that	we	have	sufficient	exam	
resources	and	can	better	schedule	activities.	

Enquiries:	Call	Paul	on	0418	803	177		

AMATEUR	RADIO	TRAINING	AND	ASSESSMENT	

ANZAC DAY SERVICES - THURSDAY 25 APRIL
BLACKWOOD • COROMANDEL VALLEY • CHERRY GARDENS

Visit www.blackwoodrsl.com.au for details

http://www.refreshingpawsdogtraining.com.au
http://www.learntodriveadelaide.com.au
http://www.carlingelectrical.com
http://
http://www.ctekelectrical.com.au
http://www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au
http://www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au
http://www.blackwoodhire.com
http://rooftofloor.com.au/solar-panel-cleaning
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.elegantimages.net.au
www.blackwoodrsl.com.au
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Want to work locally & attract local customers?
Then advertise locally in The Blackwood Times

on the ‘Phone Local’ pages
Phone Miles : 0428 246 824 or

email:  info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

ROBERT SAUNDERS
& ASSOCIATES

Solicitors & Barristers
Commercial lawyers specialising in:
Contracts  •  Franchises  •  Leases

Debt Recovery   •  Small Business Matters 
Employment  •  Wills & Estates

Phone 8278 6800  or  0417 880 228
e: robert@robertsaunders.com.au

www.robertsaunders.com.au
available after hours or for home visits

LOCKSMITHS

Member of Master Locksmiths Assn
& Master Builders Assn

BLACKWOOD
LOCKSMITHS

0412 829 775

H Door & Window Locks
Supplied, Installed & Repaired

H Keys Cut

H Restricted Master Key Systems

H Safes Opened & Repaired

LAWYERS

22 Main Rd, Belair
(in the offices of Robbins Lawyers
& Conveyancers)

info@jacksonlegal.com.au
www.jacksonlegal.com.au

Jackson
    & Associates

Mark Jackson
Wills  •  Powers of Attorney  

Advance Care Directives   •  Probate
Deceased Estate Administration

8278 8566

MOBILE PHONE
& TABLET REPAIRS

364-370 Shepherds Hill Road * 8278 4484

Located in the
Woolworths Shopping Centre

info@phonesmiths.com.au  • www.phonesmiths.com.au

All major brands of mobile phones & tablets
‘No fix - No fee’ Policy :  Free Assessment
4 physical damage   4 cracked screens   4 liquid 
damage   4 software faults   4 insurance reports

PAINTING

Interior & Exterior

Free Quotes

25 years local experience
Lic. No. BLD26174

THOMAS PAINTING
  and REPAIRS

Phone Mark on
0417 822 482

PET DOORS

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& PET DOORS

Phone Rick on
 0409 281 841

4  New & Replacement Service
4  Specialising in Energy Efficient Upgrades

4  Windows - Mirrors - Splashbacks
- Free Quotes -

PLUMBING & GAS

Blackwood Plumbing
& Hot Water Service

Old style plumbing service

Call Mark on
0417 865 481

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 1883

• HOT WATER  • ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

  • PENSIONER DISCOUNT
• NO CALL OUT FEE

Call us on
8123 3535

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 287231

TREE MAINTENANCE

SWIMMING POOL
& SPA SERVICING

Phone Matthew on

0422 181 935

THOMPSON’SPool
Service

+ Swimming Pool &
     Spa Service
+ Pumps & Chlorinators
+ Maintenance & Equipment

0419 867 724 • 8278 2538

Blackwood Lions Bargain Centre
Shepherds Hill Road,  Eden Hills

(next to Karinya Reserve)

Open Saturday morning
from 8.30am-12.30pm

For good quality second hand items
at unbelievable prices!!

And if you have good condition items you no longer need ...
drop them off Saturday morning or

email for a pick up : blackwoodlions@yahoo.com
www.blackwoodlions.org.au

AUSTRALIA Post’s latest safety data has revealed 
over 81,000 hazards were logged by Posties in the 
past 12 months – a staggering average of more 
than 200 per day.

The data, tracked and logged by Posties on their 
handheld devices, shows that dogs remain the 
number one logged hazard encountered, with low 
hanging branches and obstructive trees also pos-
ing a high safety risk. 

Some of the more unusual hazards that Posties 
have to contend with include magpie and other bird 
attacks, insect nests in letterboxes and roped off 
driveways.

Across the country, NSW had the highest num-
ber of logged hazards throughout the year at over 
20,000, followed by Victoria with nearly 19,000 
logged hazards.  

In the other states and territories South Australia 
logged over 13,000 hazards, Western Australia 
had over 10,000, Tasmania logged 1,300 the ACT 
logged over 900 and the Northern Territory logged 
over 500 hazards.

The top five logged hazards encountered by 
Posties across the country in the last 12 months 
include:
*	 Unrestrained or aggressive dogs
*	 Low hanging branches, obstructive trees/shrubs
*	 Surface conditions such as cracked footpaths 

and uneven surfaces
*	 Letterbox conditions including sharp, jagged or 

rusted edges
*	 Blind driveways and obstructive cars.

Australia Post rolled out the digital hazard tool 
12 months ago in a bid to help reduce incidents 

and injury to Posties. Provided to every Postie, the 
hazard tool enables them to easily, immediately 
and digitally log a hazard when they come across 
it. 

The next t ime they, or any other Postie, 
approach a pre-logged location they will receive a 
warning notification on their device, allowing them 
to avoid it or take extra care. 

Rod Barnes, Australia Post Executive General 
Manager Network Operations highlighted that 
Posties just want to be able to complete their 
deliveries safely, without hitting their heads on 
low-hanging branches, navigating badly cracked 
footpaths or having to avoid aggressive dogs.  

“The nature of the job requires our Posties to 
be out and about every day so anything we can 
do to help keep our team safe and reduce risk is 
important. This national hazard database allows 
us to track hazards consistently and accurately, 
ultimately reducing the risk for our team members.

“Once a hazard is logged in the system we take 
the necessary steps to try and resolve it for our 
team. This might include engaging local council 
for issues such as badly cracked pavements or 
writing to the customer to fix the issue in the case 
of unrestrained dogs. The safety of our team is our 
number one priority and if they cannot do their job 
safely then we may be unable to deliver until the 
hazard is fixed,” said Mr Barnes.

In addition to the hazard tool Australia Post 
also uses telematics, including video footage and 
sensors, across its delivery fleet to help to reduce 
serious accidents as its delivery team takes to the 
streets each day.			              ❏

Posties safety data reveals dogs as 
number one hazard to deal with

https://www.robertsaunders.com.au
http://www.robertsaunders.com.au
http://www.jacksonlegal.com.au
www.phonesmiths.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
https://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://www.blackwoodtreeservice.com.au
http://www.blackwoodlions.org.au
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Rotary’s reach is far and wide
VISITORS to the School of Dentistry at 
the University of Papua New Guinea in 
Port Moresby are sometimes surprised 
to see, on the plaque near the entrance 
recording those who have assisted 
the dental school, the name of a small 
Rotary Club based nearly 3,000 kilo-
metres away. 

In fact, the local Rotary Club of 
Coromandel Valley has had a long his-
tory of helping with the provision of 
dental services in Papua New Guinea 
(PNG).

One of the first international pro-
jects undertaken by the Club related to 
the provision of dental services in the 
Solomon Islands. 

That involvement had begun before 
the Club became involved with dental 
services in Papua New Guinea, how-
ever, the involvement with the Solomon 
Islands still continues.

Papua New Guinea became an 
independent country in September 
1975. Some difficulties followed, and 
by 1997 there were only seven dentists 
left in PNG, which then had a popula-
tion of some 7.5 million.

The Rotary Club of Coromandel 
Valley has assisted with the locating 
and collection of dental equipment no 
longer required in Adelaide, and the 
packing and despatch of that equipment 
to Papua New Guinea. 

Upon arrival in PNG, that equipment 
had to be assembled and set up, and 
this required the services of a trained 
Medical Instrument Technician. 

In 2004, the Club brought Bannah 
Essai (see photo) to Adelaide to be 
trained in the installation and mainten-
ance of dental equipment. 

While in Adelaide, he was billeted 
with a member of the Club. 

Bannah underwent training at the 
SA Dental Service Technical Unit as 
a Medical Instrument Technician. The 
Club arranged for him to spend some 
time with the biomedical engineers at 
Flinders Hospital. 

When he returned to PNG, he was 
able to set up and install the dental 
chairs that the Club had sent to PNG. 

Three containers of equipment sent 
by the Club enabled the renovation of 
a 10 chair clinic with functional den-
tal chairs, and this helped enable the 
resumption of the training of dentists 
in 2005.

Other containers of equipment have 
enabled the establishment of other den-
tal clinics in PNG, including one at the 
Kokoda Hospital.

In 2015, the Club brought another 
technician, Abbie Leba, to Adelaide for 
training after Bannah was transferred to 
work in Lae.

The Club continues to support the 
provision of dental services in Papua 
New Guinea.

❏  If you are interested in joining the 
Rotar y Club of Coromandel Va l ley 
and enjoy being involved in these very 
rewarding programs, give Peter a call on 
0431 012 142. 

◆  Photo - Bannah Essai at work on a dental chair in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea 
sent by the Rotary Club of Coromandel Valley

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	Rotary	Club	of	Blackwood	

																										

	

			GIANT					BOOK	SALE	
	

Saturday	27th	April	2024	
	from	9	a.m.	to	3.00	p.m.	

	

Blackwood	Memorial	Hall	
21	Coromandel	Parade,	Blackwood	

	
Novels,	Biographies,	Children’s	Books,	Cookery	and	Gardening	

Books	and	many	more.	
All	good	quality	secondhand	books.	Help	us	raise	funds	for	our	

service	to	the	community.	

Books	from	$0.50	to	$2.00	each		
	

ROTARY	CLUB	OF	BLACKWOOD	WORKING	FOR	THE	COMMUNITY	

Meal On Wheels (MOW) Blackwood 
are in need of more drivers and 

meal deliverers
There are now 4 routes with meals being 

delivered between 11:30am to 1pm .... 
five days a week to over 100 customers

So if you can spare one day a month 
... one day a week ... 

please phone Anneke
on 0431 665 214

BLACKWOOD

BLACKWOOD COMMUNITY 
RECREATION ASSN INC

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 2024

WEDNESDAY 24 April  2024
at 7pm at the Centre

1 Northcote Road, Eden Hills

Phone 8278 8833
www.blackwoodrec.com.au

Z Basic - Hon Sec  BCRA Inc.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Sent to ‘The Blackwood Times’ by anonymous reader & local shopper

$ $ $ $Next Time Bring Cash!!
To $AVE local businesses money on transaction fees  •  To GIVE businesses more 
control over their profits  •  To $UPPORT YOUR local economy and community
•  To KEEP YOUR purchase and location anonymous  •  To KEEP cash alive!!
Using cash can be inconvenient ... but what if it’s worth it??
Here’s a 2 minute read ... see what you think ...  www.keepcashalive.com

http://www.keepcashalive.com

