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At Kalyra, we believe 
independence is not about 
where you live, but how 
you live.

Discover how we can help you 

Ph: 08 8278 0300    Email: info@kalyra.org.au 
Website: kalyra.org.au

It’s different here

Power outages
raise concerns

A unique opportunity to enjoy an Adelaide Fringe event under 
the stars in the enthralling back drop of the Belair National 

Park is coming up in late February ... more details on page 3.

see story pg 3
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Introducing 

13 Laffers Rd, BELAIR SA 5052    Ph: 08 7231 1628  

Daniel Haebich
Accredited 

Mental Health 
Social Worker  

Consults: Tuesday & Wednesdays

Medicare rebates are available with a
Better access referral from your GP, with 

only a $20.00 gap for concession 
card holders.  

Blackwood
Tax & Accounting
Specialising in:

4 Individual Taxation

4 Small to Medium size 
businesses

4 Corporate & Trust
 Accounting

4 Self Managed Super 
Funds

Phone 8278 6655
18 Coromandel Parade

Blackwood
www.bwta.com.au
admin@bwta.com.au

RLA 226409

Peter Alexandrou
0412 833 501 / 8278 5122

Contact Peter today. An award 
winning agent, with over 40 
years industry experience. 

E XPERIENCE . EN ERGY. RE SU LTS

DRAKES SHOPPING CENTRE
248 MAIN ROAD BLACKWOOD

PHONE 8278 2378

OPEN 7 DAYS

BULK BUY
Specials Continue

Prices Drop when you buy
2kg or more ...

Check out our
‘weekly specials’

Gluten Free??
We have up to 12 different flavours of
Gluten Free sausages; plus Gluten Free 
Fritz and Gluten Free Schnitzels

    4 Chicken Breasts

       4 Chicken Thighs

 4 Slimmers Beef Mince

BLACKWOOD
LANDSCAPE &

FIREWOOD SUPPLIES
BLACKWOOD LANDSCAPE 
& FIREWOOD SUPPLIES

395 Main Road,  Coromandel Valley 
www.blackwoodlandscapefirewood.com.au

8278 6133
Let our dedicated team advise you 
on your next garden, landscaping 

or retaining wall project - or we can 
recommend many experienced local 
tradespersons to do the job for you.

l Soils & Building products
l Mulch & Composts
l Sand & Metals
l Artificial lawn
l Raised garden beds
FREE LOAN TRAILERS* conditions apply

We 
Deliver 
7 days 
a week

YOUR LOCAL 
LANDSCAPE 

SUPPLIER

formerly ‘Sleepers & Creepers’

http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.kalyra.org.au
http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.integrativehealthsolutions.com.au
http://www.bwta.com.au
http://www.harrisre.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Blackwood-Country-Meat-317961488386412
http://www.blackwoodlandscapefirewood.com.au
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Tom feels compelled to address loss of tree canopy

Rotary Fair another casualty of storm

ONE of our newly Elected Members (Park Ward) at Mitcham 
City Council, and Belair resident, Tom Morrison, has long been 
passionate about protecting the tree canopy in our suburbs.

In 2017, after witnessing a neighbour in the Mitcham Hills 
area remove every single tree in their backyard, only to move out 
three months later, Tom felt compelled to find out how this was 
possible.

Discovering how weak tree regulations and protections are 
in Adelaide, he started the highly successful ‘20 Metre Trees’ 
Facebook page to raise awareness and propose solutions, reach-
ing thousands of people every week.

He was also instrumental in founding the South Australian 
Tree of the Year Award; a competition that sees people nomi-
nate their favourite trees for the public to vote on, along the way 

engaging people from both city and country to appreciate the 
wonders around them.

Over the past three years, Tom has been a lead author on a 
series of highly influential reports prepared in partnership with 
Conservation SA and other tree advocacy organisations. 

In particular, his work comparing tree regulations in South 
Australia to equivalent places in other states has been a rev-
elation, changing the public narrative and directly leading to 
the commitment by the new Malinauskas Government to match 
Australian best practice in green canopy protection.

“I have long advocated for the preservation of the suburban 
tree canopy,” said Tom, “and I hope to use my position on coun-
cil to promote the importance of maintaining green spaces for 
the future character of the City of Mitcham.

“The introduction of the planning code by the State 
Government last year, was the beginning of seeing how the 

impacts will play out in the City of Mitcham,” said Tom. 
“Over the next 4 years, we will begin seeing the impacts on 

the suburbs that we live in.  The single most important thing 
any council can do, is make sure development is progressing 
in a way that is appropriate and consistent with the expecta-
tions of community.

 “The impacts of planning will affect the livability of resi-
dents for decades. I don’t think it’s any secret that people are 
becoming concerned about canopy loss. 

“When I ran for council 4 years ago, one of the reasons 
was to see if other residents were concerned about tree loss, 
which they were. Since that time, from talking to residents 
there is a real concern about the loss of character of their 
suburbs. 

“While I would say those two issues are inextricably 
linked in our suburbs around the hills, people put a much 
higher emphasis on the character or identity of their area than 
trees alone.  

“The character is what draws people to buy a house in a 
particular area, and where the value of their property comes 
from, so it’s quite personal,” explained Tom.

“Particularly in the local area, we rely heavily on what is 
essentially a borrowed garden.  While you have your own garden, 
block sizes are large but not massive, so we are impacted by what 
happens on surrounding blocks.”

The issue of tree removal will be on the minds of residents fol-
lowing the significant storm damage in the area.

“The storms we had come through were horrific and we are 
very lucky that things weren’t worse.  Having said that, the likeli-
hood of being severely impacted by a falling tree are very very 
low,” said Tom.

“Trees act as a windbreak in many situations, reducing poten-
tial damage to houses, taking the energy out of the wind and 
pushing downwards, which is why you see a lot of impact to trees 
but less to houses. 

“We are very lucky in the local area for the level of tree cover-
age we have, and it’s very possible to get advice from qualified 
aborists and consultants in this area.”

Tom is also looking to get a tree assistance fund for Mitcham 
Council residents. 

“These funds are available in Unley, Marion and Burnside 
council areas. The benefits of large trees is felt by all residents 
who get to experience them, however all associated costs for 
maintenance fall to the owner of the property they are situated 
on,” explained Tom. 

“That becomes difficult particularly for more elderly residents 
who may have difficulty maintaining gutters and other work 
associated with significant trees. These are community assets 
and they should be treated as such, so I believe we do need to 
bring in an assistance fund, given the City of Mitcham is a tree 
city of the world, 

“I think it is really important we assist residents and rate pay-
ers in that regard, because in many respects they are becoming 
irreplaceable,” said Tom.

In South Australia, a tree within 10 metres of a property can 
be removed without approval and significant trees can be cut 
down, if found to be in the way of a proposed development that is 
deemed “reasonable or expected”.         p

L I M I T E D  f u n d r a i s -
ing opportunities due to 
Covid restrictions over the 
past couple of years has 
reduced the funds avail-
able for Blackwood Rotary 
Club to give to worthy 
local and international pro-
jects. 

With Covid restrictions 
easing, the club was look-
ing forward to a few events 

to raise more funds to support the local com-
munity, and their charitable and humanitarian 
projects. 

Since July this year, they have had a success-
ful Rotary Art Show, a BBQ at Bunnings and a 
second hand book sale.

“The annual Blackwood Rotary Christmas 
Fair is one of our club’s biggest fundraisers, “ 
said Club President, Lyn Muller.  

“This community event has been run by 
Blackwood Rotary Club for over 30 years, and 
also enables other local charities and small busi-
nesses to raise well needed funds from their 
own stalls.

“With a lot of planning we were ready to 

stage our first Christmas Fair for 3 years at 
Karinya Reserve on Sunday November 13,” said 
Lyn.  

“We had the site set up on the Saturday 
and ready to go, working through the rolling 
thunderstorms in the morning, but we were able 
to set up shelters and the book and plant stalls 
between showers. 

“All done by 3pm, and then the mini cyclone 
hit!! Everything was demolished in 10 minutes,” 
explained Lyn. 

The devastating storm affected the whole 
community with trees falling on roads, cars and 
houses. Power and internet was in short supply 
for several days. 

“We lost all of our new shelters, and nearly 
all of the books were water logged and had to be 
discarded. Speakers for the sound system, and a 
number of tables and chairs were damaged.

“Some of the food bought or prepared for the 
Fair was donated to Foodbank, and some had to 
be discarded. We spent the rest of Saturday, and 
a large part of Sunday cleaning up. Anything 
that was salvageable was covered in mud, and 
we are still cleaning this items. 

“We are hopeful that insurance will cover 
the damaged property, but we will not have the 
benefit of the funds that would have been raised 
from the Fair. This will impact on the projects 
which we would like to support next year,” 
explained Lyn.

To date this year, some of the projects 
Blackwood Rotary has been able to support 
includes: presenting awards to outstanding stu-

dents in Years 10, 11 and 12 at Blackwood 
High School; assisting a local scout to travel 
to an International Scout camp in Switzerland; 
supported local primary school programs, 
Foodbank, Treasure Boxes and other local char-
ities with both money and goods. 

They have contributed towards a much need-
ed water tank for Cherry Gardens CFS; sup-
ported a Malaria Vaccine Project in Queensland, 
the End Polio Now program worldwide, and 
Operation Cleft Palate in Bangladesh. Other 
overseas aid has gone to war-torn Ukraine, 
Cambodian Children’s Trust, and to Nepal, 
through Friends of Nepal.

“While the storm damage has dominated our 
thoughts for the last month, we have also con-
tinued our regular Rotary meetings on the first 
and third Mondays of each month at the Belair 
Hotel,” added Lyn. 

If you have some spare time on your hands 
and want to help give back to the community 
you live in, make some new friends, then get in 
touch with Blackwood Rotary to find out more.
p  Guests are always welcome at their meetings, 
and people can also contact the Club through their 
Facebook page regarding assistance at any of our 
future events, and membership enquiries.

◆  Photo - Belair resident, Tom Morrison and now Mitcham City 
Councillor, plans to use his position to promote the importance of main-
taing green spaces for the future character of the district

by James Swanborough

Tracy Rashleigh has been a Belair resident 
for over 25 years and is proud to serve 

the local Hills community. She will support 
your family through the difficult time of 
arranging a respectful and personalised 

farewell for your loved one.

40 Sandpiper Crescent, Aberfoyle Park  
8270 2511 | blackwellfunerals.com.au

Contact Tracy for information about 
arranging a funeral or pre-paid funerals.

Thomas Gas
Distributors of Bulk &

Cylinder L P Gas
Compare our prices today!
Serving the Adelaide Hills
for over 50 years

42 Churinga Road, ALDGATE
   Ph 8339 2388

e:  lpgasorders@thomasgas.com.au
www.thomasgas.com.au

https://www.facebook.com/CatherineHutchessonMP
https://www.blackwellfunerals.com.au/locations/aberfoyle-park/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=GMB&utm_content=SA
https://www.thomasgas.com.au
http://www.thomasgas.com.au
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THE ‘cyclonic’ storm front which wreaked 
havoc  ac ross  t he  s t a t e  on  Sa t u rday, 
November 12 is still being reckoned with. 

With 423,000 lightning strikes record-
ed, along with winds of 106 kilometres per 
hour, according to SA Power Networks; power 
was cut to 160,000 customers, with 310 out-
ages reported across the state, from the far west 
through to the eastern border with New South 
Wales and Victoria, and nearly 500 reports of 
wires down.

Blackwood and surrounds were some of the 
worst affected areas, with week long power out-
ages for some residents, as well as major mobile 
service failures which kept some from seeking 
assistance or advice in a time of crisis.

Following the storm, an admirable cleanup 
operation was undertaken by emergency ser-
vices as well as local residents pitching in, in 
whichever way they were able.

Member for Waite, Catherine Hutchesson 
was on the ground assisting CFS crews in 
the aftermath, and saw first hand the level of 
work being put in. “This was one of the big-
gest storms my electorate has ever seen,” said 
Catherine. 

She was assisting the Blackwood Rotary 
Club, collecting table cloths for the Rotary Fair 
when the storm came through. 

“Unfortunately the fair, which was set to take 
place that weekend had marquees destroyed, 
some of them blown across the road, with the 
total damage being in excess of $25, 000. 

“As the cleanup was happening, I found that 
the main road was blocked, and as I went to 
assist the CFS, I came across four fallen trees. 
That night, we went to so many houses crushed 
by trees, so many driveways blocked from exit. 
The whole district was filled with the sound of 
chainsaws and generators. 

“I want to thank the community volunteers 
who worked tirelessly, going house to house 
without returning to the station; SA power net-
works worked incredibly hard to restore power 
and local gyms opened their services to offer 
free showers to those who were without,” added 
Catherine.

The Minister for Police, Emergency Services 
& Correctional Services, MP Joe Szakacs, also 
wanted to acknowledge the significant efforts to 
pull together in response to the disaster. 

“These events are becoming more severe. 
The effects have a profound impact on our com-
munity. Homes have been without water and 
power. It also has a profound impact on those in 
our emergency services who are responding to 
the crisis,’ said Joe.

“Whilst the wind was blowing, power lines 
were down and roads were blocked, our volun-
teers from the SES and CFS and career staff 
from the MFS were on the road, in call centres, 
manning the phones.

“Both workers and members of the public 
were incredibly resilient in the wake of the 
crisis. There were many who chose not to call 
emergency services out of consideration for 
those who may have been in greater need, that 
speaks a lot to the strength of the community.”

While there was praise amongst commu-
nity members for the work of emergency ser-
vices and SA Power, some were left question-
ing whether something more could be done to 
ensure the function of backup phone and power 
systems in times of crisis, with particular con-
cern regarding the inability of residents to call 
for help due to mobile towers being affected.

A Telstra employee explained the difficulties 
in maintaining connectivity in these kind of 
extreme weather events ...

“Base stations are reliant on mains power to 
operate. They are thirsty beasts and an average 
site uses about the same power as 60 full size 
family fridges. Each site has batteries installed 
that kick in when we lose mains power and are 
designed to enable communications to continue 
in short term outages. 

“For extended outages, when it is safe to do 
so, our techs bring in portable generators to 
recharge the batteries and restore services. This 
is what we did in our area. 

“However, power is not the only key factor 

in the operation of a tower. Each base station 
is connected by a transmission link back to a 
nearby exchange and if there is damage to our 
cable or our tower, the site will go down, even 
if you have a whole shed full of batteries and 
generators,” he added.

Energy Minister Tom Koutsantonis said there 
was ....

 “no system in the world 
can withstand storms and trees 
moving around, through these 

extreme weather events”
“So whether it’s the interconnector or distri-

bution lines and stobie poles, you are going to 
have breaks in the system.”

Koutsantonis also highlighted the work 
underway to construct the $2.4bn SA-NSW 
interconnector which would build more “resil-
ience” into the system.

“When you’re building these systems, they 
are still subject to natural weather conditions 
and sometimes, as people have seen, you get 
these really really big weather events. 

“Frankly with climate change, these weath-
er events are becoming more often and more 
extreme, which pushes us down towards this 
path of decarbonisation and making sure that 
we are able to decarbonise the planet.”            p

by James Swanborough

WITH many experiencing num-
erous days without power, the 
financial impact was felt by both 
residents and businesses.

Coromandel Valley resident and 
owner of Blackwood Landscape 
and Firewood Supplies, Ken Rix, 
(photo on right) saw the storm 
impact both his home and busi-
ness.

“At home, we had a number of 
branches come down from a big 
tree in our yard, which tore down 
the powerline from the stobie pole 
to our house. 

“While at work, we had one 
branch come down from a tree at 
the back which damaged a fence 
between us and the Duck Inn, but 
we sorted that out pretty quickly,” 
said Ken.

“We went to work on the Sunday 
morning af ter the storm had 
passed, and I have a standby gen-
erator which we fired up, running 
the shop except our lighting.

“It can handle the cash register, 
telephone switchboard and eft-
pos machine, which means we can 

continue trading, however, by the 
time we got there the phone sys-
tem wouldn’t work. 

“We found out the Telstra tower 
which services Coromandel Valley 
had been hit, and the standby 
battery only lasts a few hours. 
Obviously, this left us unable to 
trade because it not only effects 
the phones, but the eftpos system, 
and next to nobody carries cash 
anymore,” explained Ken.

“The power didn’t come back on 
until Wednesday, so we lost 4 days 
trading, which in effect is around 
$20-30,000 income.  I know the 
Coro Bakery were also closed at 
the same time; in fact no-one in 
that group of shops had power. 

“In that sense, it is the worst 
disaster we have had since I 
bought the business in 1995.

“We’ve never had anything like 
this where we simply couldn’t 
open,” lamented Ken.

Many Blackwood businesses suffered
financially from storm and power outages

Residents left without any communication

243 Main Rd Blackwood
Phone 8278 5341

$

$

*On presentation of this voucher.  
Special valid to 31 January 2023.

Normally $30 each

SAUVIGNON BLANC

2 for $50*

LOCAL residents will be performing two 
unique shows in Belair National Park as part of 
the Adelaide Fringe.  

‘Beyond the Trees’ is a special show that 
explores the healing powers of nature through 
original music, story and art.

Local Hawthorndene resident and show pro-
ducer Matt Cattanach said, “We are a bunch of 
artists who find inspiration, solace and healing 

through our relationship with the natural world 
and deep connection with Country.

“We combine a Welcome to Country, honest 
stories about human relationship with nature, 
heartfelt folk music, nature inspired poetry, 
and stunning textured oil paintings to create an 
experience that is moving and inspiring,” said 
Matt.

The show’s full title is ‘Beyond the trees; 

exploring connection through music, sound and 
colour’ and it’s a celebration of what connection 
with the natural world can mean for humans. 

“Having the show set in the magical bush-
land of Belair National Park is a huge part of 
the audience experience. As the daylight dis-
appears and the birds nestle in, the projected 
artwork and the beautifully lit up trees create an 
enthralling back drop.

Artists include local alternative folk duo 
Magic Tortoise, local Kaurna Elder - Uncle 
Tamaru, Visual Artist - Theresa Bassett and 
Poet - Jason Tyndall.

p  Beyond the Trees is playing on Saturday 25 Feb 
and 4 March from 7pm. Tickets include free entry 
into Belair National Park and can be purchased 
through Fringe Tix by searching for; “beyond the 
trees”.

◆  Photo - Coromandel Valley resident and owner of 
Blackwood Landscape & Firewood Supplies, lost both phone 
and eftpos connection during the storm, costing his business 

somewhere between $20-30,000 in lost trade.

Spectacular audience experience in Belair National Park event

http://www.tru2blu.com.au
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AN editorial in ‘The Coromandel’ in the early 1950s reads 
“Horse and Buggy days are over, motor cars need bitumanised 
roads.  We are living in a residential area, not a farming com-
munity.  We now have a population of 6,000; we may even get a 
hall; and we can expect 10,000 extra population within the next 
10 years”.  

While ‘The Coromandel’ headline of January 14, 1955 
screamed ... ‘Disaster narrowly averted, bushfires cause serious 
losses’.  

As is still the case today, residents of 1955 lived with the 
threat of fires and had recent memories of significant fires 
around Wittunga, sparks from incinerators igniting fires, a fire 
sweeping through 300 acres below Windy Point and fires in 
Belair National Park. The frequent wailing of the sirens not only 
summoned the firefighters but also alerted the community to 
imminent danger.

Significant losses occurred in the Belair, Blackwood, and 
Upper Sturt-Ironbank areas….The fire which swept through the 
area bordered by Gloucester Avenue and Adelaide Road…rapidly 
spread through the thick undergrowth and scrub to Gulf View 
Road and Southern Avenue…

The fire ran around and over homes and buildings in the area 
with the speed of an express train… the district’s three fire units 
(Eden Hills, Blackwood & Belair) did their best to attend all the 
calls for assistance where homes and garages were burning.... 
another fire was spreading south from Glen Osmond and vol-
unteers… were then placed on strategic positions along the old 
Sheoak Hill Road, but once again the fire was too fierce and 
leaping the road settled down to destroying about 800 acres of 
our National Park... (14 Jan 1955).

The volunteer fire fighters were greatly thanked and fundrais-
ing for equipment began immediately with a list of donors and 
their contribution appearing in following papers. 

Following the fires commentary from residents included:
“A red-eyed firefighter was seen to emerge from the smoke 

and flames at one stage of the fire, and race over to a woman 
with a bucket, mumbling something about just what he needed,’ 
plunge his damp sack into the bucket and race off into the smoke 
again.  It would have been all right except that the contents of the 
bucket were the results of half an hour’s hard squeezing of lem-
ons for cool drink. 

Earthquakes and fires, we get the lot. Things’ll be pretty bad 
when we get a flood, however, with our backs to the Rosewall, 
the last two singles took a Hoad of our minds and gave us fresh 
Hartwig”.

The following week the headlines read ... “COUNCIL NOT 
TO BLAME…the corporation has generously supported the ser-
vice in the past by supplying vehicles and equipment…”.  

And “INSURANCE HELP …the time was now right for 
the Government to bring into force laws COMPELLING the 
insurance companies to contribute toward Emergency Fire 
Services…. In 1949 the NSW Government passed a law compel-
ling all insurance companies to pay 50 per cent, of the costs of 
establishing and maintaining EPS units and their equipment…”

Other ‘snapshots’ from January 1955 included negotiations 
for a Polo Field in Belair National Park, Plastic Curtains on sale 
for 26/6 and the Blackwood Pictures screening ‘The Girls of 
Pleasure Island’ and ‘Massacre Canyon’.
❏  For more information on BAG activities, phone 0408 117 003 or 
visit their website at : www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au

1950s ‘snapshot’ of life in the Mitcham Hills
This year, the Blackwood Action Group History team is using the monthly headlines from the 1955 editions 
of the ‘Coromandel Newspaper’ to provide readers with a ‘snapshot’ of life during the 1950s ...

‘Disaster narrowly averted, bushfires cause serious losses’ - Jan 1955

◆  ‘The Coromandel’ newspaper included many advertisements like 
the one above for home fire fighting equipment.

ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

WITH Christmas now behind us for 
another year, you may have ended up with 
some good quality secondhand goods and 
items that you no longer need, and don’t 
know what to do with them.

The Lions Bargain Centre on Shepherds 
Hill Road is your answer and would love 
to take them off your hands … either drop 
them off on a Saturday morning between 
8.30am to 12.30pm or you can phone 
8370 2144 to arrange a collection.

This is a fantastic project on many lev-
els, as not only does it generate funds for 
the Club that go back into local communi-
ty groups and Lions programs, but keeps 
all these goods out of landfill.

And this year for example, some of the 
proceeds have resulted in donations going 
to relief for flooded communities and dis-
placed people such as Ukraine immigrant 
families.

The Bargain Centre is also a hub for 
providing low cost goods for disadvan-
taged people trying to set up a home for 
themselves.  As well, the general public 
are able to purchase goods at very afford-
able prices; anything from a dining table 

to homewares to building materials …. it’s 
worth just dropping in to browse around 
the sheds full of afforable goods.

In order to return some of the proceeds 
back into the community, the Blackwood 
Lions Club welcome requests from 
groups, clubs or organisations who may 
have a project that needs some help in 
funding.

And they are always looking for vol-

unteers to help at the Bargain Centre on 
Saturday mornings.  So, if you’re Club is 
looking for more funds for a specific pro-
ject, then get a group of members together 
and volunteer on a Saturday morning in 
return for a donation. 

p  For more information, contact Mr Chris 
Martin on 0409 900 499 or email : martin.
chris@internode.on.net 

Extensive range of low cost goods on offer 

Blackwood Lions Bargain Centre
Shepherds Hill Road,  Eden Hills

(next to Karinya Reserve)

Saturday from 8.30am-12.30pm
For good quality second hand items at unbelievable prices!!
Call in and have a browse ... you won’t leave empty-handed.

And if you have good condition items you no longer need ...
drop them off Saturday morning or

Phone 8370 2144 for a pick up

◆  Saturday mornings are always very busy 
at the Lions Bargain Centre
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TOMORROW’S
PLANS 
START
Call our Blackwood team on 
8278 4222 today for all your 
Real Estate needs.

today
Deanne Edwards

Principal Funeral Director

Proudly Operated by Your Trusted &
Local Blackwood Family

EMBRACE FUNERALS

Embrace Funerals
143 Daws Road St Marys
www.embracefunerals.com.au

Phone 7221 2633
0428 766 580

e: deanne@embracefunerals.com.au

Packages for cremation from $1,890 and we can tailor
any funeral to meet your specific needs  ...  

4  Floral full casket flowers    4  Tribute florals
4  40 Memorial cards       4  40 Photos (for the video)

“We simply give you more”

Proud sPonsors of the Coromandel Valley ramblers CriCket Club

“Their attention to detail and personalised service
is second to none” - Google review from family member

Energy Resilience for Future Storms
Neither more coal or gas, or indeed 

even the state government’s Green 
Hydrogen plant would have helped 
residents in Mitcham Hills avoid pro-
longed power outages in November’s 
storm. 

What this event showed us is that 
transmission infrastructure is a weak 
point in providing energy security.

As we transition to a low carbon 
energy grid, a more fit for purpose solu-
tion would be for more decentralised 
energy storage - household and commun-
ity batteries, to ensure when power lines 
go down, energy stays on. 

Prioritising other key public assets 
like schools and community centres, also 
ensure essential services like education 
and services for the vulnerable are not 
affected. Over 38 schools had to cancel 
classes this week because of the black-
outs.

Our leaders need to invest more in 
energy security measures like batteries 
and EV enabled vehicle-to-grid services, 
that will help us overcome climate fueled 
events: be it storms, floods or bushfires, 
all of which will increase in frequency 
and severity. 

Let this blackout be a warning to start 
preparing.

Dr Jasper Lee
Blackwood 

Our biodiversity being protected
After almost a decade of environmental 

and climate change neglect, I have been 
surprised and pleased to learn recently, 
that at present, 19.75% of Australian land 
is totally protected for the prime purpose 
of biodiversity conservation under what 
is known as the National Reserve System.

The fact that the land protected under 
the National Reserve System must be 
designated a ‘protected area’, to be con-

served forever, with effective legal means 
guaranteeing its perpetual conservation, 
provides confidence that the biodiversity 
being protected will not be in danger of 
being destroyed.

The National Reserve System has its 
origins in the Rio Earth Summit of 1992 
and was later ratified by the Australian 
Government.

With a fast growing population in 
Australia putting more and more pressure 
on the environment, the National Reserve 
System is seen as  an important step 
towards protecting many of Australia’s 
most important areas of biodiversity and 
assisting in countering climate change.

Brian Measday
Myrtle Bank

p  Have something to share with 
Blackwood Times readers ... submit a 
Letter to the Editor including name and 
suburb  ... 
email:  info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

Letters to the Editor-

SOUTH Australia became the first 
state in Australia to legislate to make 
life-saving defibrillators compul-
sory in public buildings after State 
Parliament passed the history-making 
laws in late November.

Under the new laws introduced 
by SA-BEST MLC, Frank Pangallo, 
privately owned buildings – includ-
ing shopping centres, aged care and 
retirement villages, sporting facili-
ties, commercial properties over 600 
square metres in size, and certain 
residential apartment buildings – will 
also be required to install Automated 
External Defibrillators (AED).

AEDs will also be mandatory in 
Metropolitan Fire Service, Country 
Fire Service and State Emergency 
Service emergency vehicles.

A maximum fine of up to $20,000 
would be imposed on those who fail 
to abide by the new laws.

“Today is a history making day 
with South Australia leading the 
nation with these Australian-first 
laws,” Frank said.

“Make no mistake – many many 

lives will be saved because of these 
new laws as it’s a known fact AED – 
or defibs as they are more commonly 
called – save lives,” he said.

“The statistics not only speak for 
themselves but also paint a very dis-
turbing, deadly picture.

“More than 30,000 people suffer 
cardiac arrest in Australia each year 
- but only one in 10 survive accord-
ing to the Council of Ambulance 
Authorities. 

“Worse still, the survival rate for 
a person who suffers a cardiac arrest 
out of a hospital environment is only 
about 10%. 

“It’s an indisputable fact the avail-
ability of an AED dramatically 
improves a person’s chance of sur-
vival to 70%.  For every minute that 
defibrillation is delayed, the chance of 
survival decreases by 10 percent. 

“It has been proven around the 
world that AED save lives – these 
nation-leading laws will ensure more 
lives are saved as more defibrillators 
will now be available throughout the 
community. 

“ I  t h a n k  t h e  S t a t e  L a b o r 
Government and Health Minister, 
Chris Picton, for their commitment 
and support of this important legisla-
tion.  They’ve recognised the need for 
this vital life-saving device to be in 
reach when urgently needed.”

A heart attack survivor himself, 
Frank was motivated to reintroduce 
the legislation – which he first intro-
duced three years ago – after the traf-
fic death of father of two, Andrew 
Rehn, 47, who died in August from 
a cardiac arrest while waiting more 
than 40 minutes for an ambulance 
after pulling over on Anzac Highway 
after suffering chest pains.

The tragedy occurred while ambu-
lances were ramped for up to six 
hours at the Flinders Medical Centre 
and Royal Adelaide Hospital.

Under the new laws, the Minister 
for Health, Chris Picton, will be 
required to establish a register of 
where all the AEDs are located and 
at what times they are accessible to 
the public. 

Public buildings include includ-

ing schools and universities, librar-
ies, sporting facilities, prisons, local 
council offices, theatres and swim-
ming pools.

Minister Picton would also need to 
ensure the same information is avail-
able on a software application com-
patible with smartphones. 

The State Government will have 
two years to roll out the devices in 
public buildings while the private sec-
tor has a three year transition period 
to comply.

“However, I expect many will be 
motivated to act sooner, as we have 
already seen other businesses do 
throughout the community,” Frank 
said.

Frank said with AEDs now sell-
ing from about $400 each, the cost 
impact on taxpayers and the private 
sector would be minimal – especially 
when balanced against the millions of 
dollars in taxpayers money that will 
be saved in the medium to long term 
through fewer people requiring hospi-
talisation and extensive rehabilitation 
after suffering a cardiac arrest.        p

Defibs mandated for public buildings

Hub completion planned for July 2023

◆  Photo - Steelwork for the Blackwood Community Hub & Library 
being constructed in Young Street, has been completed including 
the structural steel to perimeter canopy and purlins.  Now, the first 
floor services can be installed and the upper floor cement poured. 
It is anticipated that the Hub will be completed in July 2023.

◆  Automated defribrillator

◆  Wall mounted defib cabinet

http://harcourtspackham.com.au
http://www.embracefunerals.com.au
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trading hours:
monday - friday  •  8.30am - 5Pm

saturday • 8.30am - 4Pm
Closed Sundays & Public Holidays

Ph 8278 2996 - 0400 183 169

Blackwood

can & Bottle
Recycling

$$$ paid for all SA deposit 
BOTTLES & CANS 

also soft drink & juice
(plastic & glass)
Main Road -

behind
blackwood

Railway Station

Celebrating over the 
Festive Season?

Turn all your 
recyclables into cash...... WAY back in the 1970s, I subscribed to a 

magazine “Simply Living” which as the title 
suggests was about living in a way that was 
kinder to the environment, easier on our 
pockets and having a healthier, happier and 
less stressful lifestyle.

Fortunately, I kept some copies and was 
looking through them recently.

While some of the articles were promoting 
alternative lifestyles popular at the time, most 
were things that would resonate with us today 
and are often seen in the mainstream media.   

Articles about conserving endangered spe-
cies, DIY renovations, the wisdom of indigen-

ous people, how to wean ourselves off fossil 
fuels, reducing exposure to toxic chemicals 
and lots of exquisite photos of the natural 
world.

I was pleasantly surprised by the range of 
articles about living a more sustainable life-
style that are still relevant and useful today.

I was, however, saddened by the fact that 
in the decades since, our lives have become 
less healthy, less respectful to nature, more 
trapped by endless consumption of materials, 
and more stressed by financial, work and 
social pressures.

Living more simply is tricky to achieve.  
There are things that are now considered 
essential that didn’t exist in the 1970s such 
as mobile phones and the internet.  The cost 
of these and increasing cost of many other 
things makes it harder for us to live more 
simply.   

While we might have greater incomes than 
in the 1970s, it doesn’t seem to stretch as far 
any more.   And that is before we even con-
sider the cost of housing.

Increasing wages would help, especially for 

those who deserve much better wages.
The real answer is to become a society 

where it is easier to live more simply.  
This will require major systemic changes; to 

our tax system, to how we value public servi-
ces like health and education, and corporate 
and government ethical practices.   This is a 
detailed exploration for another day.

In the meantime, there are things we can do 
in our everyday lives, choices that make each 
day more worthwhile, that give us joy and that 
don’t necessarily cost the earth.

While “Simply Living” magazine doesn’t 
exist any more, there are many current maga-
zines that provide great information on living 
a simpler, healthier, happier, more worth-
while and sustainable lifestyle, including:  
Earth Garden, Grass Roots, 
Breathe, Organic Gardener, 
Peppermint, Renew, and Well 
Being.

They are all available in 
newsagents and also to bor-
row from the Blackwood 
Library.                   p

Living more simply is harder to achieve in modern times

Spend locally puts $$$$ back into our community
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“OUR Annual Photographic Exhibition held at 
the Memorial Hall in November is the Club’s 
highlight event for the year,” said Julie Goulter, 
Blackwood Photographic Club President.

“The event is a culmination of all members 
efforts in competitions during the year, as well 
as the Annual exhibition. 

“We have a number of different awards for 
annual aggregates for competitions held during 
the year such as Projected Colour, Projected 
Mono, Colour Print and Mono Print, as well as 
separate awards for similar categories in our 
Annual Exhibition,” explained Julie.

This year’s winner of the ‘Best Projected 
Colour Image’ category at the Annual 
Exhibition was Michael Holmes with his beauti-
ful high-key photo ‘Portrait of Daisy’ (see photo 
below). 

Michael, one of the Club’s youngest mem-
bers, joined in January 2021. His award is all the 
more rewarding, as his competitors consisted of 
many long-term members who have many more 
years experience producing quality photographs. 

“The quality of photographs in the Annual 
Exhibition was extremely high thus Michael’s 
win was well-deserved,” added Julie.
p  If you would like more information on the 
Blackwood Photographic Club, contact Ian on 
0410 634 046 or email: panjarri@gmail.com

◆  Photo - (from left):  Club President Julie Goulter 
with award winner Micheal Holmes

Photo club presents annual awards
SUMMER is here and Australians are set to 
embrace a season of sun, sea, sport, celebra-
tions ... and skin damage.

As we head outdoors, we all know the gold 
standard is to SLIP on protective clothing; 
SLOP on sunscreen; SLAP on a broad-brim 
hat; SEEK shade; and SLIDE on sunglasses, 
but what if our skin is already sun damaged, 
and/or we have a family history of skin cancer?

Skin Cancer College Australasia (SCCA) 
Chief Executive Lynette Hunt says: “While sun 
protection is the first step, early detection is 
the next best defence against skin cancer.”

“Skin cancer is almost entirely preventable,” 
she explained, “yet Australia still has one of the 
highest rates of skin cancer - and the highest 
rate of melanoma - in the world.”

“On this first day of summer, we encourage 
people to ‘SCAN’ their skin, follow up monthly, 
and promptly see their doctor if something is 
new or changed.”

“SCAN means to look for a spot, mole or 
patch that’s SORE (scaly, itchy, bleeding 
or tender and doesn’t heal within 6 weeks); 
CHANGING (size, shape, colour or texture); 
ABNORMAL (looks or feels different or stands 
out when compared to your other spots and 
moles); or NEW (recently appeared on your 
skin, especially if you’re over 40).”

SCCA advises people to use a mirror to 
check difficult spots like the back and scalp 
or ask someone to check for them. A family 
member, partner or friend can help, but SCCA 
also recommends people ask their hairdresser, 

beauty therapist or physiotherapist to tell them 
if they spot anything.

“We know these people play a key role in 
detection,” explained Ms Hunt. “Our skin can-
cer doctors notice many patients present to 
them after their hairdresser, physio or beauty 
therapist notices an unusual spot or mole on 
their skin.”

Acknowledging this trend, SCCA offers an 
online course developed by skin cancer doc-
tors for hairdressers and other professionals 
who regularly see a lot of skin in their daily 
work. It takes participants through five easy 
training modules to help them identify unusual 
changes in their clients’ skin which might be 
skin cancer.

Anyone interested in complet ing the 
course, which is available free of charge until 
January 31 and takes up to an hour to com-
plete, can register via the Skin Cancer College 
Australasia website: https://www.skincancer-
college.org/understanding-skin-cancer/

With one million new cases of basal cell 
and squamous cell carcinoma and more than 
13,000 diagnoses of melanoma in Australia 
each year, skin cancer not only affects indi-
viduals and their families but is also a huge 
burden on the health system, costing the 
Australian heath economy an estimated.
p  Websites that have more helpful information 
include:

www.skincancercollege.org
www.scanyourskin.org
www.cancer.org.au

Early detection for skin cancer

Attention tradies
Get 12 months advertising in the

2023 Blackwood
Business & Trade Directory

Print & Online
Don’t miss out

e:  info@blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
phone Miles on 0428 246 824

IT’S quite simple really - when you 
shop and spend locally, some of the 
dollars you spend, helps support lo-
cal businesses, who in turn support 
our community.

And as you would appreciate, 
many businesses are still struggling 
from the impact that Covid has had 
over the past couple of years.

Then along came the devastat-
ing November storm which ripped 
through the Adelaide hills.  

The storm which resulted in 
power outages, and for some for a 

week or longer, not only affected 
local businesses like butchers and 
supermarkets, but also destroyed 
events such as the annual Rotary 
Christmas Fair.

Many of these businesses and 
organisations lost tens of thousands 
of dollars which they will never re-
cover.  

So continue to support local busi-
nesses when you can, as it is very 
challenging times and they need 
our business and trade to survive.
However, when you shop at places 

like Westfield Marion, Burnside, in 
the city, or ‘on-line’ you will never 
see any of your dollars end up back 
in the Blackwood community.

Most of the groups, sporting 
clubs and organisations in the 
Blackwood district survive on the 
generosity from local businesses.  
Some of these groups may not even 
exist, if it were not for the donations 
and sponsorship they receive from 
the local business community.

So where does this money come 
from that enables local businesses 

to make donations and provide 
sponsorship - yes that’s right - local 
shoppers!!

Just think what Blackwood 
would be like to shop in, if there 
was only Woolworths, Coles, 
Drakes and Aldi left - the attraction 
to live in this community environ-
ment would not be the same.

So when out shopping over the 
coming months,  or at any time for 
that matter - shop local and help to 
retain the great range of businesses 
(and clubs) we have in the district.

SHOP LOCAL - SPEND LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL
Looking for a local business or tradesperson ... ?

  Check out the online version of  the
2022 Blackwood Business & Trade Directory

blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory
.com.au

FREEFREE

Shop Local &
Support Your 
Community
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364 Shepherds Hill Rd Blackwood
8278 4509

www.blackwoodlingerie.com.au

$5 CASH

from

- Mid SuMMer Sale -

Back-to-School Special
$10 off all Berlei
     Sports Bras*

 * From Monday January 23

Bras - Briefs &
         Camisoles

From size 6 - 26

THE earth needs a makeover – and fast.  As the 
conversations around sustainability broaden 
around climate change, carbon emissions and the 
circular economy, we take a look at how recycling 
(and you) can play an important part.
*  How does recycling reduce our carbon foot-
print?

Our daily actions leave behind an invisible ‘foot-
print’. This carbon footprint can be big or small 
depending on the action, but one thing is for sure: 
we’re all contributing to carbon emissions.

Recycling limits the amount of virgin materials 
required to make our everyday products. This in 
turn lowers energy consumption during manufac-
turing.  When we use less energy to make our prod-
ucts, we emit less carbon emissions.

Aluminium is a good example of how this works. 
Recycling aluminium for use in new products saves 
95% of the energy required to manufacture alum-
inium products from raw aluminium in the form of 
bauxite ore.

Aluminium is an infinitely recyclable material, 
making it one of earth’s most sustainable materi-
als.  About 75% of all aluminium produced in hist-
ory – amounting to roughly a billion tonnes – is still 
in use today.

When material such as aluminium is recycled 
and reused locally, it also cuts down on the carbon 
emissions that result from transporting new prod-
ucts from factory to warehouse to store.

*  How does recycling minimise tHe effects of climate 
cHange?

Climate change is defined as long term shifts 
in temperature and weather patterns. While these 
patterns occur naturally, climate change has accel-
erated rapidly since the 1800s due to human activ-
ity, in particular the release of greehouse gas emis-
sions (GHG).

When solid waste heads to landfill it is broken 
down by bacteria into GHG such as methane and 
carbon dioxide.

Methane accounts for 25% of GHG worldwide. 
When averaged over 20 years, methane’s global 
warming potential is 86 times higher than carbon 
dioxide.

The same happens to the food we throw away. 
According to the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) we can reduce anywhere from 6% to 8% 
of all human caused GHG emissions by preventing 
food waste.
*  recycling in tHe circular economy - 
(refer to the ‘recycle wheel’ image below)

For decades we have operated on a linear 
model: make – take – use – dispose. 

On the other hand, the circular economy works 
on the reduce – reuse – recycle principle. It effect-
ively closes the loop on the products we consume 
by using a recycled product in the remanufacturing 
process.

Packaging and containers make up the largest 
volume of plastics waste in Australia. The good 

news is that most of these 
plastics can be recycled for 
use in the manufacture of 
new products.

When recycled materials 
such as recycled PET (rPET) 
are used to make new prod-
ucts it lowers our demand 
for raw or virgin materials, 
which our planet has in lim-
ited quantities.

What all of this means is 
that circularity puts us in a 
sustainable system where 
we’re continually reusing 
and recycling our resour-
ces, which in turn shrinks 
our carbon footprints.

p  Information extracted 
from article in Cleanaway 
website www.cleanaway.
com.au

Minimise effects of climate change
THE transformation of Craigburn Farm from 
a rural property, where cows and kangaroos 
roamed, to Mitcham’s newest residential sub-
urb is almost complete. 

The estate has a unique and interesting his-
tory which has been presented on illustrat-
ed ceramic tiles by artists Jim and Ronda 
Dunstan, the same artists who have created 12 
other commemorative tables throughout the 
City of Mitcham. 

You are encouraged to visit the table to 
be found in the popular Blackwood Park 
Treetops Playground on the corner of 
Blackwood Park Boulevard and Champion 
Way, Craigburn Farm.  Walk a little further 
to find kangaroos which still inhabit the area.

Research and project management was con-
ducted by Blackwood Action Group’s History 

Group with support from Mitcham History 
Service, Coromandel & Districts National 
Trust, Neil Stallard and the last Minda Farm 
manager, Brian Price. 

Construction work was capably undertaken 
by Built Right Masonary Constructions using 
bricks from a historic property in Coromandel 
Valley, supplied by Coro National Trust, and 
Blackwood Hire came to the party to lift the 
800kg table-top into place. 

Funds have been provided by History SA, 
Mitcham Council and Westfield Local Heroes 
Award funds.
p  A launch will be held in early February to 
which interested community members are invit-
ed. Details will be on BAG’s website from mid 
January. Visit www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.
au for more information.

Another historic table top launched 

OUR fabulous Australian summer lifestyle is 
world renowned and a major reason why so 
many tourists and migrants want to come here 
– it was certainly part of why my family left an 
English winter to move to Adelaide all those 
decades ago. 

Longer days, warmer weather and the long 
summer school holidays – what a fabulous time 
of year!  We are so lucky to live in such a won-
derful place.

And while we like to tell tall stories of the 
dangers of Australia when we are travelling 
overseas (drop bears anyone?), we know that an 
Australian summer does pose a number of haz-
ards to the unwary.  

Blackwood and the hills region is renowned 
for its lush bushland and foliage, with Belair 
National Park and other local walking trails 

providing great opportunities to experience 
nature – spotting an echidna, kangaroo or a 
koala was always a highlight for my kids, but 
snakes less so!

I recently attended a very entertaining talk 
by Professor Chris Daniels, who was the guest 
speaker at the 37th anniversary celebration 
of the Friends of Belair National Park.  Prof. 
Daniels’ subject was Reptile Defence Strategies, 
although many of the defences seemed a little 
more like attacks! 

Australia is home to many of the worlds’ 
most dangerous snakes, and while we enjoy our 
bushland, and the leafy green of our suburbs, 
these areas are also the home to many of these 
snake species.  

It is not uncommon to find snakes in suburbia 
and Prof Daniels advised keeping a wary dis-
tance and calling a snake catcher.  His stories of 
people trying to scare off, kill or capture snakes 
(or on one occasion, bite the snake) always 
ended badly. 

If you haven’t already reduced fire-risk on 
your home or property, there is no time to be 
lost.  

Our wonderful CFS volunteers can provide 

advice on your particular property, as can 
Council, but generally keeping your gutters 
clear and reducing the fuel load in your yard or 
property can go a long way to reduce the risk 
of damage from fire.  You will not only protect 
your own house, but also neighbouring proper-
ties!

Finally, the greater Boothby electorate is 
blessed with some of the most extensive and 
accessible coastline of the greater Adelaide 
region. 

As an English migrant from a family of red-
heads, I spent my childhood slathered in sun-
block – the stronger, the better! 

The old Slip Slop Slap campaign had the 
right idea - slip on a shirt, slop on plenty of 
sunscreen, and slap on a hat at a minimum to 
protect yourself and your loved ones during hot 
days spent at the beach. Australia is the mela-
noma capital of the world.  

Additionally, remember the ocean can be 
unforgiving with rips and hidden rocks and 
visits to the beach are best spent between the 
flags set up by our diligent Surf Life Saving 
Volunteers.
p  Wishing you all a happy and safe New Year!

Be vigilant while enjoying our great outdoors
by louise miller-frost
federal mP
for boothby

◆  Photo - Craigburn Farm resident from Built 
Right Masonry Constructions preparing the 
base for the commemorative table near Black-
wood Park Treetops playground

https://www.facebook.com/foundationgarments
https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
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NOTE:  During the holiday - festive 
season (Dec-Jan) some of these clubs 
may not be meeting - check first before 
attending.
FREE Listings ... looking for more 
members ... publish your club’s notice 
and contact details here each month.
Send email to 
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

◆  1 January
bottle ColleCtion  - f rom 9am 
by Belair Scout Group.  Col lect 
ALL GLASS bottles and jars, ALL 
REFUNDABLE cans, bottles and car-
tons from your driveway.  Any queries 
phone Nicola on 0412 708 940.
◆  1 January 
blaCkwood Craft market - from 
10am to 3pm at Blackwood Memorial 
Ha l l ,  21  Co romande l  Pa rade .  
Admission is free.  New stall enquiries 
to Kerrie on 0427 410 917.
◆  1 & 15 January
old goVernment house - located in 
the Belair National Park and is open 
from 1-4pm.  Tour with afternoon 
Devonshire tea $15pp; and tour only $5 
for adults and children under 12 free.  
Entry into Belair National Park is free 
if visiting OGH - tell staff at gate. For 
more information phone 0417 870 596.
◆  2 & 16 January
blaCkwood rotary - meet at Belair 
Hotel, 141 Main Road at 6pm for 
6.30pm start. If you would like to attend 
a meeting or are interested in joining the 
club, please contact Kevin Marsh on 
0428 522 632.
◆  2 & 16 January
Co r o m a n d e l Va l l e y ro ta ry  - 
meet at Parish Hall, 337 Main Road, 
Coromandel Valley (behind St John’s 
Church) at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If you 
would like to attend a meeting or are 
interested in joining the club, contact 
Peter on 0408 841 150.
◆   4 January
blaCkwood lions - meet at 6.30pm 

in Blackwood Memorial Hal l ,  21 
Coromandel Pde.  New enquiries wel-
come. If you want more information or 
thinking of joining, give Chris Martin a 
call on 0409 900 499. 
◆  4 January
blaCkwood reConCiliation grouP - 
meet in the ‘Coffee Lounge’ room in 
the Blackwood Uniting Church (near 
Blackwood roundabout) at 7pm. For 
more information see Facebook or 
email: blackwoodreconciliationgroup@
gmail.com
◆  4 January
blaCkwood freemasons - all past 
and current members of Blackwood 
no 93 meet from 7.30pm at Masonic 
Ctr, 229 Main Rd (opposite Coles 
and behind The CPAP Room premis-
es).  If you want more information on 
Freemasonry contact Ted on 0407 978 
214  or e: blackwoodlodge93@gmail.
com 
◆  5 January
blaCkwood Probus Club - meet at 
Masonic Lodge, 229 Main Road (opp. 
Coles) from 9.30am. An informal and 
social outlet for retired and semi-re-
tired ladies and gents.  Visitors and 
new members welcome. Enquiries to 
Norman on 8178 2653. 
◆   5 January
tonsley View Club - meet at the 
Tonsley Hotel, South Rd, Tonsley, 
at 11am for 11.30 start.  Cost is $25 
for lunch. Often have guest speaker, 
raffle and trading table.  VIEW is a 
women’s group supporting The Smith 
Family by sponsoring children.  Phone 
Deborah on 0468 630 020 for details 
or email: tonsleyviewclub21@gmail.
com
◆  7 January
national trust Coromandel Valley 
& distriCts - anyone is welcome to 
join in their morning tea and catch up 
with friends or meet new locals - held 
at the Watchman House on Main Road 
from 9am-12noon.  For more details 

check out Facebook page or phone 
0474 066 776.
◆  8 & 22 January
Joan’s Patch : a Garden for 
the Community - meets 2-5pm at 
Joan’s Pantry, Watahuna Avenue, 
Hawthorndene to share ideas, plant 
seedlings and tend to community 
garden.  New members welcome. 
Enquiries to Deb on 0419 824 787 or 
e: jpkitchengarden@gmail.com
◆   11 January
blaCkwood hills CirCle of friends 
for refugees - meet at Blackwood 
Uniting Church near the Blackwood 
roundabout in the Cafe lounge. 
Everyone welcome to attend.  For more 
information email annabeldayal@gmail.
com
◆   12 January
hawthorndene Mens’ Probus - meet 
9.30am at Belair Uniting Church, 
Sheoak Rd, where retired men find new 
interests, new friends and stimulating 
speakers. Also, regular outings, read-
ing and walking groups. New members 
welcome - contact Robert on 0488 170 
848. 
◆  14 January
aust sewing guild (mitCham) - any-
one interested in sewing from begin-
ners to advanced are welcome. Held 
at Blackwood Uniting Church, (near 
Blackwood roundabout) from 1-4pm. 
Phone Donna on 8374 3172 or 
0413 022 162 for details.
◆  14 January
blaCkwood PhilateliC CirCle - meet 
at 1.30pm at the Blackwood Uniting 
Church near the Blackwood round-
about. Displays and sales of a wide 
range of Australian and World stamps 
at most meetings. Everyone welcome 
to attend. Phone Trevor on 0437 
050831 for further details. 
◆   17 January
friends of sturt gorge - meet at 
7.30pm.  Hold regular working bees 
to maintain trails and weeding days.  

Phone Bob Grant on 7329 8296 for 
meeting location and working bees.    
Visit www.fosg.org.au and email: bob-
grant@adam.com.au
◆   19 January
blaCkwood PhotograPhiC Club - End 
of Year event at Blackwood Memorial 
Hall, 21 Coromandel Pde, Blackwood 
at 7.30pm.  Visitors and those interest-
ed in amateur photography welcome.  
Contact Ian on 0410 634 046 or email: 
panjarri@gmail.com
◆   23 January 
blaCkwood floral art Club - held 
at Blackwood Uniting Church at 7.30-
9pm.   All welcome but must email 
attendance in advance - no experi-
ence required.  View activities of club 
at:  www.blackwoodfloralart.blogspot.
com.au
◆   23 January
mitCham hills Combined Probus - 
meet at Club Marion, 262 Sturt Road, 
Marion from 10.30am. Come and 
enjoy our happy and friendly retirees 
for fun, fellowship and friendship. 
Phone Christine on 0400 809 704 or 
visit www.probussouthpacific.org/
microsites/mitchamhills
◆  25 January
Zonta Club of adelaide hills - work 
to advance the status of women world-
wide through service and advocacy.  
Meet at Belair Hotel at 6.30pm for 7pm 
start.  Visitors welcome.  Contact Bev 
on 0407 603 117 for details.
◆  26 January
C o m b i n e d  P r o b u s  C l u b  o f 
Coromandel Valley - has relocat-
ed to St Johns Anglican Church Hall, 
337 Main Road, Coromandel Valley.  
Meetings are held at 10am We are a 
medium size Club with maximum mem-
bership of 75.  Each meeting we have 
a guest speaker and each month an 
outing is planned as well as ‘gals’ and 
‘guys’ coffee mornings. New members 
most welcome.  Contact Bob on 0418 
836 414 or Heather 0448 351 880 for 
more info.

◆   Every Monday
keeP fit for mature men - held at 
the Belair Community Ctr, Burnell 
Drive from 7.30-9pm. Keep active with 
warm up exercises keep fit exercises 
and volleyball. Phone Jim Thompson 
on 8278 2927 for details.

◆   Every Tuesday
grow mental wellbeing grouP - 
held at Blackwood Uniting Church 
(near roundabout) from 7-9pm.  Are 
you looking for support - every-
one welcome.  Phone church on 
8278 7699 for details.

◆   Every Wednesday
retire aCtiVe sa (blaCkwood) - 
Meet at the Blackwood Football 
Clubrooms on Trevor Tce, Blackwood 
from 9:30am til 2pm.  Do you enjoy 
Table Tennis, Indoor Bowls, Darts, 
Pool and Board Games? Tea, Coffee 
and biscuits supplied BYO Lunch.  
Enquir ies to Brian Andrews on 
8327 1247.

◆   Every Thursday
Coromandel bridge Club - meet at 
the Coromandel Community Centre, 
Weymouth Oval at 12.30pm.  New 
members and visitors welcome.  
Tuition available to the inexperi-
enced and learners.  Phone Roger on 
8278 5320.

◆   Every Friday
Caring friends  -  meet at  the 
Hawthorn Community Centre, 5 
Frimley Grove, Hawthorn at 10am.  A 
friendship group supporting adults 
who have experienced the loss 
of a loved one.  Contact Janita on 
0403 858 474 or e: acushla54@gmail.
com

DURING the Covid 19 
pandemic, many of us may 
have become less active and 
found ourselves worrying 
more.

T he  Taoi s t  Ta i  Ch i 
Society of Australia Inc, a 
volunteer, non profit organi-
sation has been holding 
sessions through most of 
this time, with restrictions, 
to ensure the safety of its 
members. 

They are now very excit-
ed to be able to recom-
mence new programmes for 
beginners in early February 
2023 at venues a round 

Adelaide and the Hills.
These sessions provide a 

form of gentle but power-
ful movement, that gives a 
workout for the body and 
mind. This practice, often 
called moving meditation, 
helps beat stress, improves 
f lexibility, strength and 
stillness, and is designed to 
help with a range of health 
conditions.

Many local residents have 
felt the benefits of attending 
these sessions. 

Kay Hepplewhite,  of 
Blackwood began classes in 
2019 after seeing a demon-

stration of Tai Chi and read-
ing a flyer in a local café. 

She had just turned 80 
and was wor r ied about 
her balance. She was also 
looking for something that 
would stimulate both her 
mind and body. Kay has 
enjoyed the challenge of 
learning and refining the 
Taoist Tai Chi moves and 
the feeling of satisfaction 
when she is making pro-
gress.

Kay said, “The instruc-
tors are supportive, giving 
gentle advice and sugges-
tions and the class members 

encourage each 
other too. I also 
think that I have 
improved men-
tally, plus I enjoy 
socialising with 
a group of like-
minded and inter-
esting people.”

S i m i l a r l y , 
Robert Beckwith 
f rom Glena lta, 
was seek ing a 
way to develop 
a n d  m a i n t a i n 
f lex ibi l ity and 
mobi l i t y,  wit h 
increasing age. So 
he started learn-
ing and practising 
Taoist Tai Chi at 
Blackwood. 

“ I  h a v e 
enjoye d  t he 

helpful, welcoming atmos-
phere of the sessions as 
I have realised my goals,” 
explained Robert.

While Faye Barrett, of 
Bellevue Heights, started 
Taoist Tai Chi in Blackwood 
to improve her balance. She 
has found it a delight to 
concentrate on the Tai Chi 
moves themselves, which 
tends to banish all outside 
distractions. With regular 
practice she is becoming 
more assured in her move-
ments. She said “the Taoist 
Tai Chi folk are welcoming 
and this is a time for myself, 
shared with others” 

Everyone is welcome to 
participate in Taoist Tai 
Chi. The first Introductory 
Programme to be held in 
Blackwood since the pan-
demic, commences at the 
Blackwood Memorial Hall, 
21 Coromandel Pa rade 
Blackwood on Thursday 
2nd February.

Early afternoon session 
for 1 hour with time yet 
to be confirmed and held 
weekly.  The Society con-
tinues to have conditions in 
place, for everyone’s safety.

These include preregis-
tration, limited number of 
participants to allow for 
adequate social distancing, 
hand sanitisation and mask 
wearing. It is strongly rec-
ommended that members 

are fully vaccinated. 
The first session is obli-

gation and cost free, so why 
not come along and give it 
a try.

p  Please contact adelaide@
taois t ta ich i .org wi th any 
questions you may have or to 
express your interest. They 
will contact you to discuss 
or send you the registration 
information.

Tai chi gives gentle workout for the body and mind

◆  Photo  - Blackwood members performing a Taoist Tai Chi move called 
‘Parting wild horse’s mane’ (from left): Robert Beckwith, Kay Hepplewhite and 
Faye Barrett 

Afghani Cuisine
Myanmar Cuisine

Iraqi Cuisine
 

2 Course Buffet Meal - $35.00
Saturday 4th February 2023 7:00pm

Blackwood Uniting Church
1 glass of wine or soft drink included 

Raffle and silent auction
 

Bookings essential: 
https://www.trybooking.com/CEJKC or scan the QR code!

Phone 0418 848 508 for more details
 

http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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BUYING a car is an important decision, so take 
your time deciding which car is right for you. 

When you see cars for sale online, they often 
look great in the photos and the descriptions 
make them sound amazing, but before you 
buy a car, there are some important things you 
should check to avoid any nasty surprises. 

For example, this year many states have 
been hit with flood conditions, so vehicles that 
have been flood damaged interstate could be 
offered for sale to unsuspecting buyers in South 
Australia. The extent of the damage might not 
show up until later, and it could be costly to 
repair. 
if you buy pRivately, there can be risks 
when buying a car from someone who is not a 
licensed car dealer.  Here are some helpful tips:
• Make sure you visit the Personal Property 

Securities Register to check that the car 
hasn’t been stolen, flood damaged or written 
off, and that no money is owed on the car ... 
go to www.ppsr.gov.au 

• Check that the seller is the registered owner, 
and if not, is there a genuine reason?

• Never buy from a backyard seller – that is 
someone who really should have a dealer’s 
licence because of the number of vehicles 
they buy or sell each year, and yet they don’t 
have a licence.

• Set a price limit you can afford.  Allow for 
stamp duty, transfer fees, registration and 
insurance.

• Shop around for the best deal.  Look at differ-
ent cars for sale to compare cars and prices. 
You can look online or visit car dealerships.

• Take the car for a test drive. 
• Have the car and engine checked by a quali-

fied independent mechanic. 

• Don’t sign anything until you’re sure the car 
is in good condition and you really want to 
buy it.  

if you buy fRoM a caR dealeR:
• Understand your rights and the dealer’s obli-

gations
• Check what is covered by the warranty
• Inspect the white display sheet on the car
• Have everything you negotiate with the deal-

er in writing
• Check the dealer’s licence is up to date.

And remember that if you buy from a 
licensed dealer, you get important consumer 
protections: 
• The car must be free from defects
• You get a warranty in most cases
• The car is covered by consumer guarantees ... 

including: 
*  the car must be good quality 
*  the car must be able to do what the dealer 

said it could - e.g. tow a caravan 
*  the dealer must give truthful information 

about the car 
• The dealer will check to make sure no one 

else owes money on the car.
• The dealer or manufacturer must do what 

they promise in the warranty. 
• The dealer must help you if a consumer guar-

antee is not met. 
• Make sure everything you negotiate with the 

dealer is in writing. 
• You’ll have certainty about the car’s own-

ership as dealers must check the Personal 
Property Securities Register.  

• You get a cooling off period. This means 
you can cancel the contract and not buy the 
car. You must give the dealer written notice 
before the cooling off period ends. The cool-

ing off period is for 2 business days. Note 
Saturday is a business day for car dealers. 

• The car may be covered by a warranty which 
means a promise that the car dealer makes 
about fixing a problem for free.  You will 
usually get a warranty if the price you pay for 
the car is more than $3,000. 

p  For more information, visit www.cbs.
sa.gov.au/cars to watch the short videos for 
tips about buying a second-hand car. 

Contact Consumer and Business Services via 
https://www.cbs.sa.gov.au/contact or tele-
phone 131 882.

Helpful tips when buying a used car ...

For all your AUTO service & repairs

Jacobs Blackwood

169 MAIN RD, BLACKWOOD
Phone 8178 0020

BUY 3 get 1 FREE
on selected Passenger, SUV

and 4WD tyres

13” car tyres ... from $89 ea
14” car tyres ... from $99 ea
15” car tyres ... from $119 ea
16” car tyres ... from $139 ea

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Kick off  2023 with ...

Hot January Tyre Specials

 Auto Transmission Service       from 
   Includes:  H  All labour  H  Oils  H  Gaskets 
     H  Filter  H  Band & Selector adjustments

serving blACkwood & Hills moTorisTs sinCe 1998

SPECIALISING IN  • Transmission Servicing & Repairs • Power Steering  • Overhauls
•  Electronic Diagnostics  • Change Overs • Coolers • Shift Kits • Performance Transmissions 

• 12mths 20,000km warranty or optional 3yr/60,000km warranty

AUTO
TRANSMISSION

1 Stirling Rd, Blackwood
Phone 8370 0430
www.mvautomatics.com.au

e:  mva@bigpond.net.au

$185

H Mechanical Repairs &  
   Servicing  H  4WD’s 
H Log Book Service  
H   Air Conditioning
     Re-gas & Service 

Edenwood 
Autos

www.edenwoodautos.com.au

Serving Blackwood motorists since 1926

DEPOT FOR CADDLE
CRASH REPAIRS

214 Main Road, Blackwood  
Phone 8278 7318

FREE Loan Car by arrangement

BLACKWOOD AUTO
& ELECTRICAL

255 Main Road 
Blackwood

(next to Bridgestone Tyres)

Phone

8370 2244
AUTO ELECTRICAL

Keep your cool this summer?

AIR CONDITIONING
Book your car in for a regas

or service today!

Keeping Hills motorists safe
on the road since 1980

4  Service/repairs to Starter
Motors & Alternators  

4  4WD, trailer and caravan 
auto electrical repairs

4  New batteries  

RTA: AU08073

ARC

*Conditions apply. All offers valid between 30/10/2017 and 30/12/2017 and are redeemable in store. Not available with any other offer and while 
stocks last. See bridgestonetyres.com.au for full terms and conditions.

Blackwood, 255 Main Rd   8278 5162

Get the 4th 

tyre FREE*

When you buy 3 selected 
Bridgestone tyres.

1/01/2023 and 31/01/2023

 Check in-store for more details or
 visit www.bridgestonetyres.com.au

225 Main Road Blackwood  •  8278 5162

https://www.facebook.com/jacobstyresandmore
http://www.mvautomatics.com.au
https://blackwooddyno.com.au
http://www.edenwoodautos.com.au
http://www.blackwoodauto.com.au
https://www.bridgestone.com.au/stores/sa/bridgestone-select-blackwood
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THE BLACKWOOD 

TIMES

Online FREE from 1st of every month at

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
3,000 copies available for pick up

p Free community newspaper 
 available online FREE from 

the 1st of every month

p  Keeping the community 
informed with local news for 
28 years

p  3,000 copies available for 
pick up from our newstands, 
supermarkets, newsagent 
and selected businesses & 
organisations in the district.

Publisher:
Miles Badcock
Editorial & advertising:
PO Box 1024, 
BLACKWOOD   5051
Phone:  0428 246 824
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
Editorial Assistance: 
James Swanborough

Advertising is accepted subject to the provisions of the Trades Practices Act of 
1974.  Every care is taken in the accuracy and presentation of information in this 
newspaper but the publisher accepts no responsibility for the consequences of 
actions taken by readers as a result of that information.

Lic. PGE 227968

DOG TRAINING

AIR CONDITIONING ELECTRCIANS

BOB CAT &
EXCAVATION SERVICES

•  All electrical work •  Smoke alarms
•  Safety switches   •  TV / Phone / NBN
•  Switchboard & meter box upgrades

Phone 0409 380 344
email: ctekelec@gmail.com       Lic. No. PGE 189808

Large and small jobs
Steep & sloping sites

Your Local Digger over 40 years experience

Phone John today 
for a free quote 0411 510 029

DIGGERS

BLACKWOOD

www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au

GLASS & GLAZING

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& SPLASHBACKS DIRECT

Phone Rick on
 8278 1087 • 0409 281 841

4  Specialising in PET DOORS
4  New Mirrors & Broken Windows

Free Quotes
Best Price & Service

HIRE EQUIPMENT

176 main rd blaCkwood

8370 2488
blackwoodhire.com

JEWELLERY &
WATCH REPAIRS

LAWYERS

ROBERT SAUNDERS
& ASSOCIATES

Solicitors & Barristers
Commercial lawyers specialising in:

Contracts  •  Franchises  •  Leases  •  Debt Recovery
Small Business Matters   •   Employment  
Wills & Estates  •  Property Conveyancing

Phone 8278 6800  or  0417 880 228
e: robert@robertsaunders.com.au

www.robertsaunders.com.au
available after Hours or for Home visits

coromandel valley          

 split systems  •  evaporative
Heat pumps  •  ducted systems

Service & Repair  •  Installation & Replacements

Phone 0477 188 339
email:  admin@professionaltrades.com.au

Mention this advert for 10% off*

24/7
serviCe

Want to work locally &
attract local customers?

Then advertise locally in 
The Blackwood Times newspaper

on these ‘Phone Local’ pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824
or email:   info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

LOCKSMITHS

Member of Master Locksmiths Assn
& Master Builders Assn

BLACKWOOD
LOCKSMITHS

0412 829 775

H Door & WinDoW Locks
Supplied, Installed & Repaired

H keys cut

H restricteD Master key systeMs

H safes openeD & repaireD

pHone 8370 2440
239 main rd, blackwood  www.elegantimages.net.au

Elegant Images
Your FriendlY local ManuFacturing Jeweller

• Rings repaired, resized & remade
• Chains repaired   •   Clock repairs
• Batteries - watch & remotes (incl. car / garage)

Online shop open now
www.elegantimages.net.au

Dog Walking & Playtime
Puppy Sitting Max 2hrs Daily

 Cat Minding & Playtime 

 
Home holiday visits for

cats/dogs and pocket pets
which includes feeding,

cuddles, playtime, cleaning
litter trays and walking

 
 I can discuss & personalise

your requirements

Fully Insured, higher level Police clearance

Phone: 0401  927 677

I am  flexible and will cater
for your Pets full needs

Email: Harript@hotmail.com

Pricing negotiable based
on your individual pets 

Missed the latest 
edition of 

The Blackwood 
Times?

Available to be read
and be enjoyed online 

FREE anytime 
anywhere at

blackwoodtimes.
com.au

or
have it emailed to you

every month

Email request to: info@
blackwoodtimes.com.au

http://www.carlingelectrical.com
http://
http://www.ctekelectrical.com.au
http://www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au
http://www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.blackwoodhire.com
http://www.robertsaunders.com.au
http://www.refreshingpawsdogtraining.com.au
http://www.professionaltrades.com.au
http://www.elegantimages.net.au
http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
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PLUMBING & GAS SERVICES

Blackwood Plumbing
& Hot Water Service

Old style plumbing service

Call Mark on
0417 865 481

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 1883

• HOT WATER  • ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

  • PENSIONER DISCOUNT
• NO CALL OUT FEE

Call us on
8123 3535

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 287231

BRAD VOIGT
PLUMBING

Over 35 years local experience
All domestic plumbing work

including
H  Hot water services

H  Drains cleared

pHone 0417 361 063
Lic No. PGE 1506

PET DOORS

RICK HOOPER GLASS
& SPLASHBACKS DIRECT

Phone Rick on
 8278 1087 • 0409 281 841

4  Specialising in PET DOORS
4  New Mirrors & Broken Windows

Free Quotes
Best Price & Service

TREE
MAINTENANCE

SWIMMING POOL
& SPA SERVICING

Phone matthew on

0422 181 935

THOMPSON’SPool
Service

+ Swimming Pool &
     Spa Service
+ Pumps & Chlorinators
+ Maintenance & Equipment

8278 2538

PAINTING

InterIor & exterIor

Free Quotes

25 years local experience
Lic. No. BLD26174

THOMAS PAINTING
  and REPAIRS

Phone Mark on
0417 822 482

MOBILE PHONE
& TABLET REPAIRS

364-370 Shepherds Hill Road * 8278 4484

relocated to larger premises in the 
Woolworths Shopping Centre

info@phonesmiths.com.au  • www.phonesmiths.com.au

All major brands of mobile phones & tablets
‘No fix - No fee’ Policy :  Free Assessment
4 physical damage   4 cracked screens   4 liquid 
damage   4 software faults   4 insurance reports

   solar •  Heat pumps
           gas •  electric
Service & Repair  •  Installation & Replacements

Phone 0407 188 412
email:  admin@professionaltrades.com.au

24/7 serviCe

Mention this advert for 10% off*

coromandel valley          

Never miss 
an edition of  

The Blackwood 
Times ...

Read it on line
anywhere anytime at

www.blackwoodtimes.
com.au

Y
O
G

A
W I T H L A U

R
E
N

H A T H A ,  Y I N  &  R E S T O R A T I V E  Y O G A  F O R  E V E R Y  B O D Y

WEDNESDAYS
9:00 - 9:50am

F O R  B O O K I N G S  A N D  E N Q U I R I E S
L A U R E N . G R E E N @ Y 7 M A I L . C O M

0 4 3 2  6 9 6  2 3 4

CASUAL VISIT
5 CLASS PASS
10 CLASS PASS

KIDZONE, CHURCH OF CHRIST
367 SHEPHERDS HILL ROAD, BLACKWOOD

|  $15
|  $55
|  $100

Meal On Wheels (MOW) Blackwood are desperately
in need of more drivers and meal deliverers

There are now 4 routes with meals being delivered between 
11:30am to 1pm .... five days a week to over 100 customers

So if you can spare one day a month ... one day a 
week ... please phone Anneke on 0431 665 214

BLACKWOOD

Sent to ‘The Blackwood Times’ by anonymous reader & local shopper

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $

Next Time Bring Cash!!
1. To $AVE local businesses money on transaction fees
2. To GIVE businesses more control over their profits
3. To $UPPORT YOUR local economy and community
4. To KEEP YOUR purchase and location anonymous
5. To KEEP cash alive!!
Using cash can be inconvenient ... but what if it’s worth it??
Here’s a 2 minute read ... see what you think ...

www.keepcashalive.com

Retailers need you help ...

http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
https://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/RickHooperGlass/
http://www.blackwoodtreeservice.com.au
www.phonesmiths.com.au
http://www.professionaltrades.com.au
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(08) 8374 0511 Louise.Miller-Frost.MP@aph.gov.au

Louise Miller-Frost MP
Member for Boothby 

Authorised by Louise Miller-Frost MP, Shop 2/670 Anzac Highway, Glenelg, SA 5045.

https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby

