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 8278 3351
  office@distinctconveyancing.com.au

  2/165 Main Road Blackwood

 www.distinctconveyancing.com.au

Buying or selling? We’re here to help.
Contact us today for a fixed price quote. No payment necessary until settlement.

Experience the Distinct Conveyancing difference today.

Need rules that protect 
our housing liveability

Do you have any spare fruit on your trees to share 
... then this Blackwood resident wants to hear 

from you.  See Brett’s story pg 5.

see story pg 3

www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
13 Laffers Rd, BELAIR SA 5052    Ph: 08 7231 1628  
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.integrativehealthsolutions.com

.auFor all your healthcare needs

Introducing 
Dr Jonathan Meyer
to our practice 
and local 
community.

Consulting Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday  & Saturdays

Dr Meyer is an experienced family 
GP who welcomes new patients and 
urgent appointments and bulk bills 
children under ten.

Blackwood
Tax & Accounting
Specialising in:

4 Individual Taxation

4 Small to Medium size 
businesses

4 Corporate & Trust
 Accounting

4 Self Managed Super 
Funds

Phone 8278 6655
18 Coromandel Parade

Blackwood
www.bwta.com.au
admin@bwta.com.au

208 Main Road, Blackwood SA 5051

Your Blackwood  
Hills Specialist

Peter Alexandrou
0412 833 501  
petera@harrisre.com.au

HARRISRE.COM.AU
RLA 22640

395 MAIN ROAD, COROMANDEL VALLEY (Next to ‘Duck Inn’)

8278 6133

Blackwood landscape & Firewood
www.blackwoodlfs.com.au

*Conditions apply
         Get your garden ready for spring ....
Composts - Soils - Mulch : Building Supplies & 

Aggregate : Bagged Garden Products

7 DAY DELIVERIES H LOAN TRAILERS*

Providing quality garden supplies
and products to Adelaide Hills 
homeowners for over 25 years

DRAKES SHOPPING CENTRE
248 MAIN ROAD BLACKWOOD

PHONE 8278 2378

OPEN 7 DAYS

- FEBRUARY SPECIAL -

Sweet Chilli and 
Tropical Mango 
Sausages

Try our NEW delicious

$1999kg

http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.distinctconveyancing.com.au
http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
http://www.integrativehealthsolutions.com.au
http://www.bwta.com.au
http://www.harrisre.com.au
http://www.blackwoodlfs.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/Blackwood-Country-Meat-317961488386412
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One door closes another market opens

Your ‘hands on’ help needed

MANY people will be disappointed to hear 
that the craft market held on the first Sunday 
of every month for the past 25 years, has 
closed!

But wait ... a new market is starting up in the 
same venue on the same day, with the first one 
opening on Sunday, February 4.

“We’ve been attending the Blackwood mar-
kets for the past 2 years, fundraising for our 
daughter’s Autism Assistance Dog, by sell-
ing the items she makes through her micro 
business Mirrored Hearts - Blackwood,” said 
Kylie Willmer, co-organizer with her daughter, 
Yasmin, of the new Sunshine Heart Market.

“When we heard that the market was clos-
ing, we had no hesitation in taking over and 
bringing our own flavour to the popular 
monthly event.

“We would like to be able to support local 
small businesses and hobbyists with a local 
market, while also providing opportunities for 
local groups to fundraise, local youth to be 

supported in their entrepreneurial endeavours, 
connecting with local schools for their music 
students to be able to busk etc. The options are 
endless, and we are excited to get to know the 
community more,”  added Kylie.

The Sunshine Heart Market opens on 
Sunday February 4 from 10am - 3pm; and 
is held in the same location ... Blackwood 
Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel Parade, 
Blackwood.

They will also be running a Mirrored Hearts 
market stall, as well as Young Hearts Pop Up 
Market, a market for young entrepreneurs aged 
5 to 18 years.

They plan to make space for a community 
BBQ, for local community groups, sporting 
groups, and schools etc at no charge.  They 
just need to supply a BBQ and all the food to 
go with it, and they can fundraise for their own 
group.

While one free stall a month will go to a 
local charity/non for profit for fundraising pur-

poses with the stall fee sponsored by 
Mirrored Hearts.

Also there will be two half 
price stalls each month for Young 
Entrepreneurs starting out aged 5 to 
25 years. 

As well space available for local 
buskers to register and come down 
to the Market.

Look out for games for families 
to enjoy, plus Food Carts, Coffee, 
Sweets, Cold Drinks.  Over 66 stalls 
across two indoor halls and outside.

They are still looking for a regu-
lar Fruit’n’Veg stall along with Hot 
pies/Baked goods, Honey, Eggs, 
Fresh Flowers, Olive Oil etc.

Check out their Facebook and 
Instagram pages at Mirrored Hearts; 
Young Hearts Pop Up Market and 
Sunshine Heart Market - Blackwood.

See you there - Sunday 4 February.

DO YOU enjoy visiting the stunning Wittunga 
Botanic Garden at Eden Hills, that we are 
exceptionally privileged to have on our own 
back door step?

Then why not consider getting your hands 
dirty and joining the Garden volunteers, who 
need help with the on-going maintenance?  As 
the saying goes ... ‘many hands make light 
work’!

“I have had the pleasure of being a volunteer 
at Wittunga Botanic Garden since 2003, first as 
a Garden Guide, and since 2011, also as coor-
dinator for the Friends of the Botanic Gardens 
‘Hands on Hort’ program,” said spokesperson 
Helena Jenkinson.

“Unfortunately, over my time, the funding for 
the Botanic Garden has been repeatably pruned. 
The Garden staff do a remarkable job, consider-
ing limited financial resources, always thinking 
of new ways to improve the collections and visi-
tor experiences.

“I believe Wittunga is a unique Botanic 
Garden, in fact, the only one I know of that 
focuses on plants from just two continents/
countries; Southern Australia and South Africa. 
All the plants are what are called “water wise” 
and most suitable for our weather. 

“We would love to hear from you, even if you 
are just mildly interested, and we can give you 
a run down on how you may be able to help,” 
explained Helena.

Local resident and Wittunga Hands on Hort 
volunteer, Robyn Priest, moved to Blackwood 

from the North Coast of NSW and wanted to 
meet new people. 

“My Mother was in care at Bellevue Heights 
and loved going to Wittunga. Volunteering is 
a way of expressing thanks for the beauty of 
the Garden.  As the number of paid staff has 
shrunk, it is also a way of encouragement to 
them.  It is a wonderful way to spend a cou-
ple of hours with like minded people,” added 
Robyn.

While another local resident and Hands on 
Hort volunteer, Roger Henderson said, “I enjoy 
the opportunity to work in such a special envi-
ronment.  Regular time with like minded people 
is special to me, and doing a little to help a spe-
cial community resource is important to me”.

Free guided walks are held every Tuesday at 
10:30am and every day for a week during the 
‘History Festival’ and if you have a group of a 
5 or more friends and family, you can book a 
walk just for your group.

Come along any Tuesday morning and have 
a wander around this exotic environment and 
find out more about the Hands on Hort program 
while you’re there.

p   If you would like to join their band of volunteers 
who aim at keeping Wittunga looking wonderful, 
contact the office of the Friends of the Botanic 
Gardens on 8222 9367 or friendsabg@internode.
on.net and their website: www.friendsbgadelaide.
com

Our dedicated, caring team  
can help you pre-plan a simple, 
affordable and respectful farewell.

Plan ahead  
the simple way

40 Sandpiper Cres, Aberfoyle Park 
08 8270 2511 simplicityfunerals.com.au

Contact us

p  To enquire about having a stall, email Kylie:   
      sunshineheartmkt@gmail.com

◆ Photo - Some of the ‘Hands On Horts’ volunteers who help maintain the spectacular Wittunga Botanic 
Garden at Eden Hills (from left):  Roger, Rhonda, Helena, John, Robyn and Leeanne
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to
blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.auSHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

FREEFREE

Looking for a
LOCAL business or
tradesperson ...?

Check out the 

2024 Blackwood
Business & Trade 

Directory

coming out
early March

http://tannerre.com.au
http://www.simplicityfunerals.com.au
http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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CLAIMS that Mitcham Council has failed to 
update its development plan to accommodate 
growing demand in the housing market, have 
renewed debates around the need to balance 
increased housing availability, with the preser-
vation of the character which makes areas such 
as Mitcham desirable.

In an interview with ‘the Advertiser’ last 
month, Master Builders Association SA chief 
executive Will Frogley, claimed there were a 
large number of blocks of sizes between 700-
1,000sqm unable to be subdivided within the 
City of Mitcham, suggesting there was room for 
over 1,000 additional houses to be constructed 
within the council area, and referring to their 
development plans as “outdated.”

While this assessment is reflective of a desire 
to meet increased housing demand, Craig 
Harrison, Mitcham Council General Manager 
for Development and Community Safety, says 
claims that Council has failed to substantially 
update its development plan overlook their care-
ful strategic planning over a number of years.

“T he City  of  Mitcha m updated it s 
Development Plan in 2020 bringing city-
wide change through creating opportunities 
for investment and growth. This project com-
menced in 2017 to identify suitable areas for 
housing and employment growth,” Mr Harrison 
said.

This policy work started with a review of 
the entire council area, with Council endorsing 
a Spatial Vision and Structure Plans for key 
growth precincts in 2019. The City of Mitcham 
Growth Areas Development Plan Amendment 
was approved by the Minister for Planning in 
August 2020.

Mr Harrison noted that the council’s planning 
had identified a number of areas for smaller 
blocks in the City of Mitcham. “A key outcome 
of the Growth Areas Development Plan was the 
reduction of minimum housing allotment sizes 

in a number of key growth areas to 
as low as 250m2,” he said. 

He noted that the work car-
ried out by the City of Mitcham 
on growth was highlighted and 
commended by the Minister for 
Planning.  

Mr Harrison said that the coun-
cil had tried to weigh up various 
needs of their ratepayers in their 
strategic planning.

“It is important that the growth 
in residential development to meet 
the needs of South Australia, 
should be delivered across all 
council areas, in a planned and 
considered manner, taking account 
of the varied needs, constraints, 
opportunities and balance between 
the natural and built environments,” he said.

Council’s Development Plans were super-
seded by the State Planning and Design Code 
in 2021. The new planning system also allows 
for privately funded and run Planning Code 
Amendments to be undertaken.

Mr Harrison noted that council continues 
to be actively engaged with its community, 
adjoining Councils and the State Government 
on further opportunities for growth, including 
those associated with the Torrens to Darlington 
(South Road) project. 

“There are several State Government policy 
projects currently underway, which will have 
potential implications on growth in certain 
areas, relating to reviews of tree, flooding and 
bushfire policy,” he said. 

“The City of Mitcham continues to work 
closely with the State Government on all plan-
ning reform, including on the recently released 
Greater Adelaide regional plan discussion paper 
which will help to guide and inform residential 
housing growth across the region. 

“Our submission on the Greater Adelaide 

regional plan emphasised the importance of our 
spatial vision.”

However, local Blackwood resident Andrew 
Tidswell, said that while increasing our sub-
urban density is important to responsibly 
house increasing numbers of people within 
the existing metropolitan area, the ad-hoc and 
unplanned carving up of properties to build 
multiple units that the housing industry loves, is 
the wrong way to do it.

“The housing industry’s only real aim is 
to stay in business, which means maximising 
return on investment,” he said. “They have no 
serious interest in sensitive development; nor 
should we expect them to have.  It is the job of 
State and Local Governments to ensure that the 
interests of the public and communities are met 
by the rules and regulations they put in place 
to manage increasing suburban density in ways 
that benefit existing and future residents of 
those areas.”

Mr Tidswell was critical of the current State 
Planning guidelines in reaching this outcome. 

“The current State Planning Code is merely a 
tick-box checklist that does nothing to encour-

age good outcomes; it has no real commitment 
to good planning,” he said.  “Local government 
is the last bastion of protecting desirable exist-
ing environments.” 

Mr Tidswell said there were examples of 
more sensitive high density development around 
Adelaide, most recently Bowden and Football 
Park. 

“Even in Blackwood, in the past, there have 
been small-scale developments that provided 
multiple houses and units in landscaped sur-
roundings giving increased density with desir-
able environments,” he said.

While MBA’s Mr Frogley complains about 
“NIMBYs” blocking development opportuni-
ties, Mr Tidswell said we shouldn’t be surprised 
that most people object to the way the industry 
messes up our suburbs.

“What we need is good planning by the 
authorities, and rules that require sensitive 
development by the industry, that actually 
improves the amenity and liveability of our sub-
urban environments,” he added.           p

by James Swanborough

R E A L  E S T A T E
Belair Vines Shopping Centre

Belair & Hills
Call Us: 08 7222 9222

Need De-Cluttering
& Home Styling?

Demand for housing vs loss of amenity

LoTs of things to borrow for free
IMAGINE being able to borrow from a library 
of tools and items, instead of having your shed 
or kitchen filled with seldom-used gadgets.

Or, perhaps you’re keen to try baking, but 
have never owned a muffin tray.  What if you 
could borrow one from a ‘Library of Things’ to 
see if you enjoy using it?

“A proposed Blackwood Library of Things is 
starting to become a reality,” said Ian Naismith, 
a Blackwood resident who is the main driving 
force behind this local project.

The Library of Things (LoT) allows you to 
try new equipment, get one-time tasks done, or 
practise new skills before deciding to invest in 
more household items. You’ll save money, save 
space, and reduce waste. 

It promotes community sharing, trying new 
things, avoiding clutter at home, and reducing 
the amount of packaging waste in your bin. 

A meeting to discuss the future of a pro-
posed Library of Things (known as a LoT) in 
Blackwood, was held in early January and well 
supported by several very keen followers, who 
pledged to help bring the concept to fruition. 

At the meeting, Ian explained the concept of 
the planned Blackwood Library of Things to 
the group, including how they operate and the 
pitfalls and benefits to the community. 

It was agreed to form a steering committee 
and move forward with the process of estab-
lishing for a trial period in a small outlet in 
Blackwood.

“The owner of the Ready4SUCCESS busi-
ness which operates out of shop 2, 10 Waite 
Street in Blackwood, next door to Blackwood 
Pets, has generously offered some space after 
reorganising her business and reading about 
the search for premises by the organisers,” 
explained Ian.

It was proposed at the meeting that the 
Blackwood LoT initially open on the weekends 
as a trial. This will provide the community with 
an opportunity to discover the benefits of bor-
rowing rather than buying many items. 

A call will be put out to locals to consider 
donating suitable items for the LoT and con-
sider volunteering their time and expertise with 
establishing the venture. 

A survey seeking what people would want to 
borrow from the LoT will also be posted on the 
Blackwood ‘Library of Things’ Facebook page. 

The next meeting to discuss topics will be 
held on Tuesday, February 6 at 7pm in shop 2, 
10 Waite Street, Blackwood, and anyone inter-
ested is welcome to attend.

p  For more information on the Blackwood Library 
of Things, email : ian.naismith@outlook.com

Thomas Gas
Distributors of Bulk &

Cylinder L P Gas
Compare our prices today!
Serving the Adelaide Hills
for over 50 years

42 Churinga Road, ALDGATE
   Ph 8339 2388

e:  lpgasorders@thomasgas.com.au
www.thomasgas.com.au

◆  Photo - Has a precedent been set for higher density housing in the 
district with this new development taking shape on Upper Sturt Road 
opposite the Belair National Park?

243 Main Rd Blackwood
Phone 8278 5341

$

$
Save $10!

$60*

Moet N/V
                       (great Valentine’s Day present)

*On presentation of this voucher.  
Special valid to 29 February 2024.

http://www.belairandhills.com.au
https://www.thomasgas.com.au
http://www.thomasgas.com.au
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RED foxes (Vulpes vulpes) were imported into Australia early 
in the 19th century to replicate the fox hunting experience so 
beloved of the formerly English settlers. 

Two contemporary works featuring the hunt are by local 
Adelaide artist ST Gill, a watercolour, The Hunt Meets at Dry 
Creek Near Adelaide (1845), and a larger watercolour, Winter  
(1840-42). 

In the latter, a hunter clad in a blazing red coat and riding 
boots with tan tops waves a riding hat and fox’s brush. The 
hounds are proper English foxhounds.  By 1842, a pack of such 
hounds had been established in Adelaide, and the Adelaide Hunt 
Club held its winter meets in the traditional style, with uniforms 
and champagne. (Grishin 2015)

Enthusiasm for hunting is summarised in the words 
of Thomas Chirnside, an early importer of foxes in western 
Victoria, who commented ‘a man could not be thoroughly 
healthy unless he rode fast and straight to hounds’. (Evening 
journal 25/6/1887)

By the beginning of the new century however, it had become 
apparent that foxes, far from being the hunted for recreation, had 
become a serious threat to the agricultural industry upon which 
the state depended, including the Blackwood district.  

‘The fox that caused such havoc in Mr Treloar’s poultry yard 
is still going strong. On Tuesday night, he burrowed under the 
wire netting around Mr Mansel’s poultry yard and killed a dozen 
of his most promising Easter ducks and a couple of fowls.’ 
(Observer 15/4/1911)

‘Mr C found a litter of 6 young foxes in a burrow near the 

viaduct on Sunday. The hole included the skeletons of 4-5 fowls 
and the remains of rabbits, bandicoots and rats.’ (Daily Herald 
29/10/1912)

’11 chickens were taken from Kalyra Home by foxes and 
several residents of the district have lost poultry.’ (Daily Herald 
29/10/1912)

The fox problem continued in the agricultural district through-
out the 20th century.

‘Foxes are becoming troublesome owing to the scarcity 
of rabbits and are attacking lambs and poultry. Mr Norris of 
Hawthorndene had a large number of his best laying hens killed 
during his brief absence from home,’ (Advertiser 19/7/38) 

‘Over the last month, three house holders suffered loss of 
poultry in the Eden Hills district with approximately 60 fowls 
killed. It is believed that the fowls were killed either by ferrets, 
foxes or dogs. The fowls were housed in a pen with a high wire 
fence and found with their necks punctured. Blackwood police 
are investigating.’ (Coromandel 19/4/64)

The PIRSA (Primary Industries and Regions South Australia) 
website states ‘The European fox is an agricultural, environ-
mental and social pest. They have been implicated in the decline 
and extinction of many small and medium sized rodents and 
marsupials in Australia. Foxes pose a threat to livestock by prey-
ing on poultry, lambs and kids’.

Fox hunting in the 21st century has a more sinister meaning 
than originally thought, with baiting and bounty offering two 
ways of attempting to control the fox population, estimated to be 
over seven million in Australia. 

Alpacas, used for many years by shepherds in the Andes, have 
been used locally to protect lambs and poultry. These are gen-
erally peaceful animals, however, when on guard duty, rise on 
their back legs and bring the full weight of their bodies down on 
marauders such as foxes.

Foxes still plague poultry owners in the Blackwood district. 
At many social gatherings conversation turns to sightings of 
foxes crossing roads in daylight and, inevitably, to sad tales of 
favourite hens taken by foxes.

❏  For more information on BAG activities, phone 0408 117 003 or 
visit their website at : www.blackwoodactiongroup.org.au

Exploring historical fauna stories of the district
This year, the Blackwood Action Group History articles will be themed around the fauna of the district
as we explore historical stories of native species, conservation, feral animals and other curious animal tales.

  ‘From Fun to Feral’

ANSWERS ON PAGE 9

Hall owned by community serves thousands
AN integral part of our community for 
many years, the Blackwood Memorial 
Hall on Coromandel Parade is holding 
their Annual General Meeting this month, 
and not many in the community would 
know, that the Hall is in fact, owned by the 
community.

It caters for something like 1,000 visi-
tors per week who are involved in a wide 
variety of activities and events. 

Participants range from pre-schoolers 
to Senior Citizens and the activities are 
many and varied ... Taekwondo for kids/
youths and adults, Dance, Calisthenics, 
Fitness, Pilates as well as hosting the 
Blackwood Wine and Brewers, Blackwood 
Photography, Blackwood Action Group, 
Lions Club, Blackwood Players and once a 
month is the popular Sunday market.

“I would like to take this opportunity 
to remind everyone that many of 
these regular events are held in 
the community for the communi-
ty,” said Chris Martin, Memorial 
Hall Chairman.

“Should you feel that you may be inter-
ested in joining in with one of these activi-
ties, that you give it a go.

“I would also invite anyone who may be 
interested in the management of this valu-
able Blackwood community owned asset, 
to come along to the Annual General 
Meeting, and find out more on how they 
can help with ensuring the viability of the 
Memorial Hall for future generations to 
enjoy.”

You can become a member of the Hall 
for a yearly fee of only $10 and as a mem-
ber you may wish to attend the AGM being 
held at the Hall Studio Room, on Thursday 
February 22, at 7pm.

The management Committee are elected 
at the AGM and if you are interested in 
contributing to your local community, feel 
free to come along and show your interest.

p The Committee can be contacted at 
PO Box 107, Blackwood 5051 or Chairman 
Chris Martin on 0409 900 499.   For  any 
enquiries, contact Janita on 8278 4898.

The Blackwood & District 
War Memorial Hall Inc

annual General MeetinG
    will be held on

Thursday 22 February 2024
in the Studio Room at the Hall

21 Coromandel Parade, 
Blackwood

    commencing at 7pm

    All welcome
Enquiries via Janita 8278 4898

Rebekha 
Sharkie MP
Federal Member for Mayo

Your independent 
voice in Canberra

Proudly representingProudly representingProudly representing    
the Hills communities,the Hills communities,the Hills communities,

including Hawthorndeneincluding Hawthorndeneincluding Hawthorndene
and Craigburn Farmand Craigburn Farmand Craigburn Farm

Adelaide Hills office
Unit 3, Barker Plaza, 
22-28 Hutchinson Street
Mount Barker, 5251
Monday - Friday
9.00am - 5.00pm

Phone: 8398 5566 
Email: rebekha.sharkie.mp@aph.gov.au

Authorised by Rebekha Sharkie Unit 3, Barker Plaza, 22-28 Hutchinson St, Mount Barker, SA, 5251

Missed the
latest edition of 

The 
Blackwood 

Times
You can read 

ONLINE  
anytime

anywhere at

blackwood
times

.com.au

http://www.rebekhasharkie.com.au
http://www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
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Wellness sessions 
back with First Aid

It takes a community 
to build a community

Lions recognised as world ‘Model Club’

MANY residents will be pleased to hear that the 
Mitcham & Hills Wellness Education Sessions are 
returning for another year.  

“This year we have an engaging program from many 
amazing professionals who reside within the Mitcham & 
Hills area, generously giving their time to share knowl-
edge and skills with you,” said Tracey Yeend, joint co-
ordinator of the progam.

“We are blessed with the dedicated support from our 
local member for Waite, Catherine Hutchesson and her 
wonderful team, as well as the two generous sponsors 
- Peter Alexandrou, Harris Real Estate Blackwood and 
The Green Dispensary Blackwood. Their ongoing sup-
port not only enables the wellness seminars to occur, but 
to bring them to you free of charge.”

The f i rst session wil l be held on Tuesday, 
February 13, with Brianna Melville (see photo), trainer 
and assessor from Banksia Coast Consulting.  

She bring years of educa-
tion expertise to provide you 
all with up to date informa-
tion and training on provid-
ing First Aid for yourself and 
those around you.  This infor-
mation is so important in our 
daily lives and can prepare you 
for appropriate action should 
an incident arise.

Then the following month 
on Tuesday March 12, the 
amazing Gail Miller, an Aged 
Care Consultant will ‘Simplify 
Aged Care’ for you. 

If you or your family are overwhelmed, confused, 
stressed or completely exasperated with Age Care 
issues, you need to attend this informative session. 
Gail’s expertise will assist you to navigate your Aged 
Care journey and provide information to help you get 
the most from available services.

Ten education sessions are planned for this year and 
will continue to be held at the Uniting Church (near the 
Blackwood roundabout) on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month - 5pm for a 5.30pm start.  There continues to be 
no charge for the sessions, but bookings are essential to 
ensure you get a seat.

p  All sessions are free to the public but you must book to 
secure your seat.  For bookings, please contact Catherine 
Hutchesson’s Office on 8278 5844 or email waite@parlia-
ment.sa.gov.au

WITH such wonderful support from the 
Mitcham Hills community and sponsors, the 
2023 Blackwood Christmas Tree Festival, 
organised by the Blackwood Action Group 
(BAG), has raised approximately $12,000 for 
distribution to the selected charities, resulting in 
their best outcome ever.

“We are proud to report that $8,500 will be 
donated to local CFS teams, the Lions’ Hearing 
Dogs Project will receive $2,500; while 
Beacon24 Emergency Relief program will be 
allocated $1,000 for perishable food vouchers 
for those in need,” said Pauline Dodd, joint co-
ordinator of this year’s Blackwood Christmas 
Tree Festival.

“We are especially thankful for the amaz-
ingly brave volunteer fire-fighting service that 
local CFS members provide. 

“We are also very grateful to all those indi-
viduals, businesses and organisations that con-
tributed to the event in any way, especially our 
generous community who came along to sup-
port the Festival.   

“Having the amazing new community centre, 
Tiwu Kumangka, in which to hold the event, 
as well as support from the City of Mitcham 
through a grant, plus their very helpful staff 

resulted in a hugely suc-
cessful event,” added 
Pauline. 

This event is held every 
second year, so planing 
for the next Festival in 
2025 is already being put 
in place.           p

THE LIONS Club of Blackwood 
has been active in the local area 
for over fifty years, supporting 
hundreds of organisations and 
groups, as well as being instru-
mental in the running of a vari-
ety of popular events and activi-
ties.

From the extremely success-
ful community project with the 
Lions Bargain Centre at Eden 
Hills, to the annual Christmas Pageant; 
these activities would simply not happen 
if it weren’t for the Blackwood Lions 
Club and their wonderful group of volun-
teer members.

They work in conjunction with many 
different organisations like Mitcham 
Council, and the Blackwood Club last 
year provided and installed two shelters 
located in Hawthorndene and Manson 
Oval, Bellevue Heights for the commu-
nity to enjoy. 

“We also recognize the need to support 
the local Youth and because of this, we 
provide two bursaries and a Language 
award to Blackwood High School stu-
dents each year,” said Chris Martin, 
Blackwood Lions Club spokesperson.

“Funding is provided for worthy pro-
jects, with each of the local Primary 

Schools in the area hav-
ing received help as well 
as some of the Scouting 
groups in the district.”

And on a broader scale, 
the Blackwood Lions Club 
by virtue of its affiliation 
with Lions International, 
has also contributed to 
many cases of disaster 
relief both nationally and 

internationally.
However, club members were astound-

ed at their last meeting when President 
Garry Porter presented the Club with 
a Plaque and Letter proclaiming the 
Blackwood Lions Club as a “Model 
Club”.

Th is  awa rd was for wa rded by 
the Immediate Past Internat ional 
Chairperson and is based on “Great 
leadership and dedication to the Lions 
Foundation”.

The Lions Club of Blackwood is now 
in the top ten percent of the 48,000 Lions 
Clubs across the World to be recognized 
as “A Model Club”.

“This is something that the Blackwood 
club can be very proud of and a Club that 
would be great to be a part of,” added 
Chris.

◆ Photo - Blackwood Lions Club Secretary Anthea 
Stretton and President Garry Porter are very 
proud of their club receiving a ‘Model Club’ award  
recently

p  If you would like to find out more about the 
Blackwood Lions Club and give back to the com-
munity you live in, e: martin.chris@internode.on.net
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Deanne Edwards

Principal Funeral Director

Proudly Operated by Your Trusted &
Local Blackwood Family

EMBRACE FUNERALS

Embrace Funerals
143 Daws Road St Marys
www.embracefunerals.com.au

Phone 7221 2633  or  0428 766 580
e: deanne@embracefunerals.com.au

All religions, beliefs, lifestyle choices and non-denominational services.  
Held at your church, Embrace chapel & lounge, Centennial Park, or any other location.

“We simply give you more”

proud sponsors oF the coroMandel Valley raMBlers cricket cluB

Over 100 all 5-Star HHHHH Rating Google Reviews
“See what our families have to say 

about their own personal experience 
with Embrace Funerals in our reviews, 
so you can say goodbye with absolute 

confidence and trust.” 

Fruit sharing program growing
A BLACKWOOD resident is using com-
munity grant funding from Mitcham and 
Onkaparinga Councils to reduce fruit wast-
age in the area.

Bret t  Dunstone,  who has  ca l led 
Blackwood his home since 2010, saw the 
opportunity to make use of the fertile back-
yard harvests in the community for a good 
cause, after becoming aware of a group in 
Ballarat pioneering a similar initiative.

“The group, named The Hidden Orchard, 
harvests fruit from trees in people’s yards 
in the community, getting volunteers to 
come in and help pick when people may 
not be able to themselves, and share the 
fruit between the owner of the tree, the 
volunteers, and food charities in the com-
munity,” he said of the inspiration behind 
the concept.

After posting to Facebook to assess inter-
est, Brett teamed up with Onkaparinga 

Food Security Collaborative to get a grant 
from Onkaparinga Council.

While the Onkaparinga group are work-
ing in collaboration as an extended dis-
tribution network, Brett undertook the 
initial trial in the Mitcham area himself. 
Following another successful grant applica-
tion to Mitcham Council, the project has 
continued to grow.

“We are still figuring out how exactly 
we will operate, but we have already done 
a few harvests, and have started becoming 
more organised as more interest and volun-
teers come onboard; it seems to be an idea 
that resonates with a lot of people,” he said.

“The main thing that we’re struggling 
with at the moment is getting fruit trees reg-
istered.  We’ve got a good number of volun-
teers, with over 20 in the Mitcham Council 
area alone, but we could also do with more.”

Brett hopes that with enough interest, the 
Fruit Share group may be able to offer addi-

tional assistance such as pruning and tree 
maintenance to those unable to tend to their 
own gardens.

Fruit donations will be going to Fred’s 
Van (Vinnies,  Hawthorn),  The Hut 
(Aldgate) and any other local food charities 
that turn up.

“We really would like any charities in 
need of fruit to get involved as well,” Brett 
said. “We want to be able to spread the con-
cept as widely as possible. It’s nice to know 
where your food comes from, and particu-
larly coming relatively locally.

“It may not always be perfect, but it’s 
such a surprise to see what you find in peo-
ple’s backyards,” said Brett.

p   To register you interest in the project, 
you can head to :
www.fruitshareadelaide.com.au
www.facebook.com/fruitshareadelaide
or email: fruitshareadelaide@gmail.com

by James Swanborough

http://www.embracefunerals.com.au
http://www.fruitshareadelaide.com.au
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Resort living with a golf
course on your doorstep

A COUPLE of years ago I visited the Eden 
Hills First Scouts Group, in Karinya Reserve 
on Shepherds Hill Road.

This very popular local Scout troop was 
established in 1959 in the (then) growing outer 
suburb of Eden Hills.  The very iconic looking 
scout hall - it’s got a bit of a chalet look about 
it - was probably established at the same 
time and has served generations of joeys, 
scouts, rovers and their families in the inter-
vening decades.

 When I visited, the scout leader (Akela) 
pointed out the bright pink duct tape on the 
floor - which was placed to alert children to 
the weak spots in the floor boards, so they 
didn’t jump on them!

 So I was very pleased to be able to “turn 
the first sod” on the development of a new 
combined Scout hall, Rotary meeting room 
and community facility.  

Mayor Heather Holmes-Ross; State 
Member for Waite, Catherine Hutchesson, 
and I, along with leaders from Rotary and 
Scouts heard from Mitcham Council staff 
about the plans for the upgrade of this key 
local facility.

My dad was a scout (in England), my broth-
er was a cub and a scout, and one of my 
stepsons met his now-wife at Rovers, so I 
fully understand the benefit of camaraderie, 
skill development and community spirit that a 

well run scout troop can offer. 
I look forward to seeing the new community 

facility up and running!
p  If you have any queries, please contact my 
office on 8374 0511 or email: Louise.Miller-
Frost.MP@aph.gov.au

Would you like to step out of your front door and 
onto a golf course?

‘Living Choice’ have wonderful retirement commun-
ities in premium golf course locations offering luxury 
apartments, and striking facilities to enhance your 
lifestyle.

At Living Choice Flagstaff Hill, South Australia’s 
most exciting new golf-front retirement community, 
there are ten superb apartment designs to choose 
from, you’ll find an apartment just for you in the newly 
released ‘The Summit’ and ‘The Fairway’ Buildings. 

The apartments offer signature designs with the 
luxury of space, the level of inclusion and attention 
to detail will delight – stylish kitchens with smart and 
efficient European appliances, excellent cupboard 
storage and many thoughtful features, all designed 
to ensure you live a low maintenance, stress-free 
lifestyle. The master suite is spacious, with ensuite, 
electric blinds, and double glazing to maximise energy 
efficiency and provide a tranquil place to rest and 
rejuvenate.

The Clubhouse at Living Choice Flagstaff Hill prom-
ises a host of amenities including a wellness centre, 
providing a dedicated space to nurture your health and 
support your wellness goals. 

A heated swimming pool, a state-of-the-art gym-
nasium, or find tranquillity in the library. Dining and 

alfresco areas, framed by captivating views, offer 
delightful culinary experiences. 

For the creative souls, an art and craft studio and 
Men’s shed provide spaces for self-expression and 
friendship. The auditorium, complete with a dance 
floor, sets the stage for vibrant social gatherings and 
events.

Embracing the future, the village will be equipped 
with an electric vehicle charging station, promoting a 
sustainable and eco-friendly lifestyle.

Explore the possibilities in our Design Collection 
booklet, available on the Living Choice Australia web-
site. Take the next step toward a carefree lifestyle in a 
vibrant Living Choice community.

The choice of luxury and the luxury of choice awaits 
you at Living Choice Flagstaff Hill.

Living Choice Flagstaff Hill Retirement Village is 
located at 19 Memford Way, Flagstaff Hill.

The Sales Office is open daily from 10am-2pm at 
Apt 404, 27 Memford Way, Flagstaff Hill.

p  For more information scan this 
QR code.  
Visit www.livingchoice.com.au or 
phone 1800 502 524.  Enquiries 
email: sales@livingchoice.com.au
See advert on facing page.

By louise Miller-Frost
Federal Mp
For BoothBy

◆  Computer generated image - indicative 
design only - subject to change.

Saturday sausage sizzles help 
raise funds for local causes
WHEN shopping in the Drakes Centre 
on some Saturday mornings, you may 
have noticed a sausage sizzle being 
held, or even been tempted to purchase 
one of their snag sandwiches.

They are organised by the Rotary 
Club of Coromandel Valley, which sup-
ports local causes with the funds raised 
at these popular sausage sizzles. 

Funds are then donated to local 
charities and other local worthy causes. 
Recent beneficiaries have included the 
Country Fire Service, the Sturt SES, 
the Laurel Hospice, the Friends of the 
Blackwood Forest, the Coromandel 
Cricket Cub, the Blackwood Players 
and the Blackwood Action Group. 

Occasionally funds raised by the 
sausage sizzles go further afield. A 
recent example of this was when the 
proceeds of two sausage sizzles were 
sent to a Rotary appeal for civilians 
in Ukraine shortly after the Russian 
invasion. 

Notably, the sausage sizzles for 
Ukraine attracted the largest amount of 
donations. 

The sausage sizzles held twice a 

month, are supported by local business-
es including Country Meat, Baker’s 
Delight Blackwood and the Drakes 
Supermarket in Blackwood. 

The sausage sizzles are manned by 
volunteer members of the Coro Rotary 
Club and, where practicable, members 
of the organisation for which the funds 
are being raised that week.

The sausage sizzles operate from 
9am to 1pm, and are held on the 
Saturday following the first Monday of 
the month and the Saturday following 
the third Monday of the Month. 

A cooked sausage in bread is sold 
for $3, and there is no extra charge for 
cooked onion, or for sauce or mustard.

The idea of regular sausage sizzles 
was the brainchild of a former member 
of the Club, Keith Seanard.  Previously, 
the club conducted sausage sizzles only 
four times a year, in conjunction with 
it’s giant plant sales.

p  If you would like more information  
on the Coromandel Valley Rotary Club, 
Projects Director, Malcolm Langmaid 
is your man.  Phone 0439 804 653, and 
email:  langmaid@ace.net.au

◆ Photo - Louise (on right) at the sod turning to 
mark the start of the build for the new combined 
Scout, Rotary and community hall on Karinya 
Reserve, at Eden Hills

Long overdue new hall delivered for Scouts

https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
https://www.facebook.com/LouiseMillerFrostBoothby
https://www.packham.property/
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GOLF RESORT 
LIVING FOR THE 

UN-RETIRING 

www.livingchoice.com.au

Capture the perfect view at 
Living Choice Flagstaff Hill. 
Embrace golf-front living with unique 

designs for a stress-free lifestyle.

Oakmont Apartment

Oakmont Apartment

J000013

FLAGSTAFF HILL, ADELAIDE.
Adjacent to Flagstaff Hill Golf Club;

Choose from beautifully designed 2 or 3 bedroom apartments;

Apartments available to move into now. 

Display apartment open at  
27 Memford Way, Flagstaff Hill.  
Phone 1800 502 524 to book a tour.

DISPLAY 
OPEN 
 7 days  

10am-2pm  

�e choice
choice

of luxury
and the luxury of

�e choice
choice

of luxury
and the luxury of

http://www.livingchoice.com.au
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NOTE ... if your group would like to put 
a notice in the What’s On’ section, sim-
ply send an email to : info@blackwood-
times.com.au

◆  1 February
Blackwood proBus cluB - meet at 
Masonic Lodge, 229 Main Road (opp. 
Coles) from 9.30am. An informal and 
social outlet for retired and semi-re-
tired ladies and gents.  Visitors and 
new members welcome. Enquiries to 
Norman on 8178 2653. 
◆   1 February
Tonsley VIeW Club - meet at the Maid 
of Auckland, South Rd, Edwardstown, 
at 11am for 11.30 start.  Cost is $25 for 
lunch. Often have guest speaker, raffle 
and trading table.  VIEW is a women’s 
group supporting The Smith Family by 
sponsoring children.  Phone Deborah 
on 0468 630 020 for details or email: 
tonsleyviewclub21@gmail.com
◆  3 February
national trust coroMandel Valley 
& districts - anyone is welcome to join 
in their morning tea and catch up with 
friends or meet new locals - held at the 
Watchman House on Main Road from 
9am-12noon.  For more details check 
out Facebook page or phone 0474 066 
776.
◆  4 February
Bottle collection  - f rom 9am 
by Belair Scout Group.  Col lect 
ALL GLASS bottles and jars, ALL 
REFUNDABLE cans, bottles and car-
tons from your driveway.  Any queries 
phone Nicola on 0412 708 940.
◆  4 February 
Blackwood sunshine heart Market 
- from 10am to 3pm at Blackwood 
Memorial Hall, 21 Coromandel Parade.  
Admission is free.  New stall enquiries 
to Kylie : sunshineheartmkt@gmail.com
◆  4 & 18 February
old GoVernMent house - located in 
the Belair National Park and is open 
from 1-4pm.  Tour with afternoon 
Devonshire tea $15pp; and tour only $5 
for adults and children under 12 free.  
Entry into Belair National Park is free 
if visiting OGH - tell staff at gate. For 
more information phone 0438 687 788. 
◆  5 & 19 February
co r o M a n d e l Va l l e y ro ta ry  - 
meet at Parish Hall, 337 Main Road, 
Coromandel Valley (behind St John’s 
Church) at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If you 

would like to attend a meeting or are 
interested in joining the club, contact 
Peter on  0431 012 142.
◆  6 & 20 February
Bl a c k w o o d ro ta ry  -  meet  a t 
Blackwood RSL Club, Brighton Parade, 
at 6pm for 6.30pm start. If you would 
like to attend a meeting or are interest-
ed in joining the club, please contact 
Kevin Marsh on 0428 522 362.
◆   7 February
Blackwood lions - meet at 6.30pm 
i n  B l a c k w o o d  M e m o r i a l  H a l l , 
21 Coromandel Pde.  New enquiries 
welcome. If you want more information 
or thinking of joining, give Chris Martin a 
call on 0409 900 499. 
◆  7 February
Blackwood reconciliation Group - 
meet in the ‘Coffee Lounge’ room in 
the Blackwood Uniting Church (near 
Blackwood roundabout) at 7pm. For 
more information see Facebook or 
email: blackwoodreconciliationgroup@
gmail.com
◆  7 February
Blackwood FreeMasons - all past 
and current members of Blackwood 
no 93 meet from 7.30pm at Masonic 
Ctr, 229 Main Rd (opposite Coles 
and behind The CPAP Room premis-
es).  If you want more information on 
Freemasonry contact Ted on 0407 978 
214  or e: blackwoodlodge93@gmail.
com 
◆   8 February
HawtHorndene Mens’ Probus - meet 
9.30am at Belair Uniting Church, 
Sheoak Rd, where retired men find new 
interests, new friends and stimulating 
speakers. Also, regular outings, read-
ing and walking groups. New members 
welcome - contact Robert on 0488 170 
848. 
◆  10 February
aust sewinG Guild (MitchaM) - any-
one interested in sewing from begin-
ners to advanced are welcome. Held 
at Blackwood Uniting Church, (near 
Blackwood roundabout) from 1-4pm. 
Phone Donna on 8374 3172 or 
0413 022 162 for details.
◆  10 February
Blackwood philatelic circle - meet 
at 1.30pm at the Blackwood Uniting 
Church near the Blackwood round-
about. Displays and sales of a wide 
range of Australian and World stamps 
at most meetings. Everyone welcome 

to attend. Phone Trevor on 0437 
050831 for further details. 
◆  11 & 25 February
Joan’s PatcH : a Garden for 
the coMMunity - meets 1-4pm at 
Joan’s Pantry, Watahuna Avenue, 
Hawthorndene to share ideas, plant 
seedlings and tend to community 
garden.  New members welcome. 
Enquiries to Deb on 0419 824 787 or 
e: jpkitchengarden@gmail.com
◆  12 February
belair ladies’ Probus club - meet 
at Blackwood Uniting Church (near 
roundabout) at 10am.  Enjoy a social 
time with retired and semi-retired peers. 
Interesting speakers, outings, weekly 
beach walk.  Visitors and new mem-
bers welcome.  Enquiries to Jane on 
0419 187 356.
◆   14 February
adelaide-MitchaM prostate cancer 
support Group - meet at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL Club, 4 Prince 
George Parade, Colonel Light Gardens 
from 7–8.45pm. Guest speakers are 
arranged for most meetings. All wel-
come. Enquiries: Ralph 0406 006 654, 
Roland 0438 604 323 and www.adel-
aide-mitchampcsg.org
◆   15 & 29 February
Blackwood photoGraphic cluB  
- meet at Blackwood Memorial Hall, 
21 Coromandel Pde, Blackwood at 
7.30pm.  Visitors and those interest-
ed in amateur photography welcome.  
Contact Ian on 0410 634 046 or email: 
panjarri@gmail.com
◆  18 February
Friends oF GaMBle cottaGe & 
Garden open between 1-4pm.  
Enjoy a stroll through historic gar-
dens and view cottage.  Plant nurs-
ery open with range of inexpensive 
plants. Entry is free - 296 Main 
Rd, Blackwood cnr Dorham Rd.  
Enquiries to Chris on 0418 827 825. 
◆   20 February
Friends oF sturt GorGe - meet at 
7.30pm.  Hold regular working bees 
to maintain trails and weeding days.  
Phone Bob Grant on 7329 8296 for 
meeting location and working bees.    
Visit www.fosg.org.au and email: bob-
grant@adam.com.au
◆  21 February
Blackwood wineMakers & Brewers 
cluB  - meet at Blackwood Memorial 

Hall, 19 Coromandel Pde, from 
7.30pm.  Learn about wine-making 
and brewing, guest speakers with 
wine and beer tastings.  New mem-
bers welcome.  Phone Bernie on 0447 
212 278 or email: secretary@bwbc.
org.au for details.
◆  22 February
c o M B i n e d  p r o B u s  c l u B  o F 
coroMandel Valley - has relocat-
ed to St Johns Anglican Church Hall, 
337 Main Road, Coromandel Valley.  
Meetings are held at 10am We are a 
medium size Club with maximum mem-
bership of 75.  Each meeting we have 
a guest speaker and each month an 
outing is planned as well as ‘gals’ and 
‘guys’ coffee mornings. New members 
most welcome.  Contact Bob on 0418 
836 414 or Heather 0448 351 880 for 
more info.
◆   25 February 
Blackwood Floral art cluB - held 
at Blackwood Uniting Church at 7.30-
9pm.   All welcome but must email 
attendance in advance - no experi-
ence required.  View activities of club 
at:  www.blackwoodfloralart.blogspot.
com.au
◆   25 February
MitchaM hills coMBined proBus - 
meet at Club Marion, 262 Sturt Road, 
Marion from 10.30am. Come and 
enjoy our happy and friendly retirees 
for fun, fellowship and friendship. 
Phone Christine on 0400 809 704 or 
visit www.probussouthpacific.org/
microsites/mitchamhills
◆  28 February
Zonta cluB oF adelaide hills - work 
to advance the status of women world-
wide through service and advocacy.  
Meet at Belair Hotel at 6.30pm for 7pm 
start.  Visitors welcome.  Contact Bev 
on 0407 603 117 for details.

◆   1 March
world day oF prayer serVice - held 
at the Blackwood Church of Christ, 
cnr Shepherds Hill Road and Waite 
St, Blackwood at 10am.  All welcome.  
For more information:  office@black-
woodcc.org.au  
◆   29 March
cherry Gardens unitinG church 
easter serVices - Rev Ashley Davis 
invites you to attend their Good 
Friday service on Friday 29 March at 

9.30am and the Easter Sunday ser-
vice on Sunday 31 April 2024, also at 
9.30 am. There is plenty of car park-
ing and the main buildings are dis-
ability friendly and air conditioned. 
The church is located at 87 Hicks Hill 
Road, Cherry Gardens, only a little 
more than 15 minutes drive from 
Blackwood via Main Road and Cherry 
Gardens Road.  For more details visiti: 
www.cherrygardensunitingchurch.org

◆   Every Monday
keep Fit For Mature Men - held at 
the Belair Community Ctr, Burnell 
Drive from 7.30-9pm. Keep active with 
warm up exercises keep fit exercises 
and volleyball. Phone Jim Thompson 
on 8278 2927 for details.

◆   Every Tuesday
Grow Mental wellBeinG Group - 
held at Blackwood Uniting Church 
(near roundabout) from 7-9pm.  Are 
you looking for support - every-
one welcome.  Phone church on 
8278 7699 for details.

◆   Every Wednesday
retire actiVe sa (Blackwood) - 
Meet at the Blackwood Football 
Clubrooms on Trevor Tce, Blackwood 
from 9:30am til 2pm.  Do you enjoy 
Table Tennis, Indoor Bowls, Darts, 
Pool and Board Games? Tea, Coffee 
and biscuits supplied BYO Lunch.  
Enquiries to Peter on 0403 649 578.

◆   Every Thursday
coroMandel BridGe cluB - meet at 
the Coromandel Community Centre, 
Weymouth Oval at 12.30pm.  New 
members and visitors welcome.  
Tuition available to the inexperienced 
and learners.  Phone Roger on 8278 
5320.

◆   Every Friday
carinG Friends  -  meet at  the 
Hawthorn Community Centre, 5 
Frimley Grove, Hawthorn at 10am.  A 
friendship group supporting adults 
who have experienced the loss 
of a loved one.  Contact Janita on 
0403 858 474 or e: acushla54@gmail.
com

FROM the company that bought you the ABBA tribute band, two more great shows included in the 
Adelaide Fringe in 2024 are coming to the Blackwood Memorial Hall on Coromandel Parade in March.
*  SATURDAY MARCH 9 at 2pm  ... . a Science 
Extravaganza with Nitro Nat - Phantastic Physics Show.

““I am dedicated to teach and entertain children and adults 
with my science shows. My shows will make you smile, laugh, 
and fill your minds with scientific facts.

The Phantastic Physics Show is a journey of discovering 
what makes things move by exploring energy and forces with 
Phantastic science demonstrations that you don’t get to see 
everyday! 

High powered lazers, cannons that suck in the air around us 
and we finish with a BANG!  This is a show for any age, from 
small kids to big kids.  Great for school-aged kids!

p  To book - https://adelaidefringe.com.au/.../phantastic-phys-
ics-show...

*  SATURDAY MARCH 9 at 8pm  ....  Two Brothers Do Finn Brothers
This March, coming to Blackwood Memorial 

Hall are Harry & Ned Baulderstone, brothers from 
Adelaide presenting - “Two Brothers Do Finn 
Brothers”. 

With the 5-piece band they will perform many 
memorable hits as they explore the music of Split 
Enz, Crowded House and The Finn Brothers.

The show debuted in 2021 to a sell out audience 
and the lads can’t wait to bring this show back to 
you in 2024.

So fans of this era, and the love of Finn Brothers, 
come along and be entertained with the songs you 
will remember and love -  I Got You, Four Seasons 
In One Day, Better Be Home Soon, Message To My 
Girl plus many more!

p  Book at https://adelaidefringe.com.au/fringetix/two-brothers-do-finn-brothers-af2024      
For all enquiries regarding bookings, phone 0421 651 451.

Kids science extravaganza and 
music of Finn Bros will amaze you

SOME years ago, we 
regularly used our reusable coffee cups when 
purchasing a takeaway coffee, however, the 
‘pandemic’ put a stop to their use for health 
reasons. 

Mostly, we have coffee sitting in a café, 
but still take the reusable cups when we are 
likely to want a takeaway.   We don’t see other 
people using them any more.  In fact often, 
there are people having coffee in a café using 
takeaway paper cups.  Who would want to do 
that?

Planet Ark advises that 2.7 million paper 
cups are disposed of every day in Australia.

We are slowly getting better solutions to 
replace single use items containing plastic, 
with other more environmentally responsible 
alternatives now that governments are pro-
gressively banning single use plastic items.  

These include compostable cups, bam-
boo cutlery and cardboard food contain-
ers.   Apparently, we still don’t have indus-
tries geared up to appropriately deal with 
the amount of compostable material we are 
already producing, let alone any increase in it.

While these desirable alternatives demon-

strate what is possible if industry is forced 
to act responsibly, it is not the ultimate solu-
tion.  We really need to move away from the 
single-use throw-away culture for so many 
things.

Planet Ark also advises that we are gob-
bling up some 100 million tonnes of new 
materials from the earth each year; which is 
totally unsustainable.

Years ago, I remember going on picnics 
with a whole range of reusable items.  We had 
sets of metal picnic cutlery, melamine plates, 
anodised cups and food in Tupperware con-
tainers.  We probably had cloth serviettes.  
We produced very little waste.   Sometime 
we changed to disposable items - containers, 
plates, cutlery and paper napkins. 

Now, the largest single item at the end 
of a day out, is the garbag full of single use 
rubbish.

We eventually got used to reusable shop-
ping bags despite some initial complaints. 
Now, these are an integral part of our shop-
ping culture. 

So it could be with other things.
And another thing, wouldn’t it be great 

if some enterprising person could set up 
a business in Blackwood collecting coffee 
grounds from the large number of cafes; 
composting them into valuable organic fer-
tiliser for households and the agriculture sec-
tor.  Similar businesses exist in other suburbs.

I know that some cafes do this for their 
own business, but I suspect many still dis-
pose of them in the landfill bin.         p

Move away from single-use culture

by AndreW TIdsWell
susTAInAble 
CommunITIes
blACkWood

http://www.blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
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 Auto Transmission Service       from 
   Includes:  H  All labour  H  Oils  H  Gaskets 
     H  Filter  H  Band & Selector adjustments

serVIng blACkWood & HIlls moTorIsTs sInCe 1998

SPECIALISING IN  • Transmission Servicing & Repairs • Power Steering  • Overhauls
•  Electronic Diagnostics  • Change Overs • Coolers • Shift Kits • Performance Transmissions 

• 12mths 20,000km warranty or optional 3yr/60,000km warranty

AUTO
TRANSMISSION

1 Stirling Rd, Blackwood
Phone 8370 0430
www.mvautomatics.com.au

e:  mva@bigpond.net.au

$245

H Mechanical Repairs &  
   Servicing  H  4WD’s 
H Log Book Service  
H   Air Conditioning
     Re-gas & Service 

Edenwood 
Autos

www.edenwoodautos.com.au

Serving Blackwood motorists since 1926

DEPOT FOR CADDLE
CRASH REPAIRS

214 Main Road, Blackwood  
Phone 8278 7318

FREE Loan Car by arrangement

For all your

LOCAL AUTO
servicing & repairs

Jacobs Blackwood

169 MAIN RD, BLACKWOOD
Phone 8178 0020

BUY 3 get 1 FREE
on selected Passenger, SUV

and 4WD tyres

kumHo Tyre speCIAls
13” car tyres ... from $79ea
14” car tyres ... from $99ea
16” car tyres ... from $139ea

(Bookings are essential)

Don’t Forget It’s
Valentine’s Month

BLACKWOOD AUTO
& ELECTRICAL

255 Main Road 
Blackwood

(next to Bridgestone Tyres)

Phone

8370 2244
AUTO ELECTRICAL

AIR CONDITIONING
Book your car in for a regas

or service today!

4  Service/repairs to Starter
Motors & Alternators  

4  4WD, trailer and caravan 
auto electrical repairs

4  New batteries  

RTA: AU08073

ARC

Keep your cool with

FOR over two decades, Jacobs 
Tyres and More, a local fami-
ly-owned tyre and mechanical 
workshop has been a staple in 
this community. 

“We have grown in popular-
ity with the community over the 
years and appreciate the ongo-
ing support and trust of our loyal 
customers. However, today, we 
stand at the threshold of another 
change, one that brings with it a 
promise of continuity and unwa-
vering service,” said co-owner 
Kylie Jacobs.

If you’ve gone past Jacobs 
Tyres & More bui ld ing at 
169 Main Road, Blackwood 
recently, you might have noticed, 
a “Building For Sale” sign that 
has recently appeared. 

Understanding that this might 
lead to some confusion, Jacobs 
want to assure everyone ... it’s 
business as usual! 

“This building that has been our home for 22 years is indeed 
on the market, but this sale does not affect the operation, man-
agement, or spirit of our business.  

“For over 40 years, our friendly landlord has lovingly owned 
and managed this building, and as time marches on, he is 
embracing a well-deserved transition into his golden years,” 
explained Kylie.

“We are excited to share that we have recently renewed our 
lease, securing this location for another 12 years. This renewal is 
more than just a contract; it’s a reaffirmation of the commitment 
to customers and to the community we have proudly served for 
so long.

“Our journey into our third decade at this location is marked 
by new ownership of the building, a behind-the-scenes shift that 
won’t impact the quality service and friendly faces you’ve come 
to know and trust,” added Kylie.

“Change can be unsettling, but we assure you that our core val-

ues, services, and dedication to our community remain steadfast. 
Our doors are open, our tools are ready, and our team is eager to 
continue providing the top-notch service you’ve relied on since 
day one, caring for generation after generation of drivers.

“As we move forward, we look forward to strengthening our 
bonds with each of you, welcoming new faces, and embracing 
whatever changes come our way. Because, at the heart of it, we 
are not just a business; we are a part of the community fabric, 
woven together by years of trust, service, and shared experi-
ences.”

The team at Jacobs Tyres and More are ever grateful for you 
all being part of their journey so far and are excited about the 
road ahead.  Here’s to many more years of service, community, 
and friendship!

p  To make a booking or for any help and advice with your 
vehicle, phone 8178 0020 and check out their website or 
Facebook page.

Commitment to customers remains 
Jacobs’ focus with top-notch service

Building only for sale ... business as usual

World day of prayer to listen 
to other cultures’ concerns
THE ‘World Day of Prayer’ 
held in March this year is 
a global ecumenical move-
ment led by Christian peo-
ple of many traditions, who 
come together each year in 
over 170 countries to observe 
a common day of Prayer and 
Action, for Peace, Justice and 
Dignity for all.

The service, which is pre-
pared by a different country 
each year, encourages peo-
ple to actively listen and 
be enriched by the faith of 
Christians and people from 
other cultures.  And to hear 
their concerns and needs, 
experiencing a richness and 
appreciation of their expres-
sions of Faith. 

Four years ago, Christians 
in Palestine began prepara-
tions for this year’s World 
Day of Prayer service with 
the theme  “I beg you … bear 

with one another in love”.  
The service will be held 

at the Blackwood Church 
of Christ, cnr Shepherds 
Hill Road and Waite Street, 
Blackwood at  10am on 
Friday 1st March.   

Everyone is welcome to 
attend and stay for morning 
tea afterwards.
p  For more information please 
email:   office@blackwoodcc.
org.au
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http://www.mvautomatics.com.au
http://www.edenwoodautos.com.au
https://blackwooddyno.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/jacobstyresandmore
http://www.blackwoodauto.com.au


10 - FEBRUARY 2024 www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

THE BLACKWOOD 

TIMES

Online FREE from
1st of every month at

blackwoodtimes.com.au
& 3,000 copies

available for pick up

p Free community newspaper 
 available online FREE from the
 1st of every month
p  Keeping the community informed 

with local news for 30 years
p  3,000 copies available for pick 

up from our newstands, super-
markets, newsagent and selected 
businesses in the district.

Advertising is accepted subject to the provisions 
of the Trades Practices Act of 1974.  Every care 
is taken in the accuracy and presentation of 
information in this newspaper but the publisher 
accepts no responsibility for the consequences 
of actions taken by readers as a result of that 
information.

Publisher:  Miles Badcock
Editorial & advertising offices:
PO Box 1024, 
BLACKWOOD   5051
Phone:  0428 246 824
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au
www.blackwoodtimes.com.au
Editorial Assistance: 
James Swanborough

Shop local to keep dollars in com-
munity

Having lived in Hawthorndene 
for many years and seen many 
changes in Blackwood, I enjoy 
shopping locally because you get to 
know the shop owners who are all 
very friendly. 

Often too, you are able to catch 
up with friends to chat and have 
coffee. 

K e e p i n g  o u r  d o l l a r s  i n 
Blackwood helps our community 
too. 

Christine Box
Hawthorndene 

Opting for different energy path
Santos wins in Court, yet both 

global superpowers are opting for 
a very different energy path that is 
not ‘cooking with gas’.

Jim Allen, Panorama

Wittunga Garden
It was disappointing to read 

in the January issue of The 
Blackwood Times that the SA 
Liberal Opposition was engaged in 
mischievous scaremongering about 
charging for access to Wittunga 
Botanic Garden.

I was please to read Catherine 
Hutchesson’s assurances that it will 
remain free to visit.

When in government, David 
Speirs (as Environment Minister) 
was instrumental in extending the 
opening hours of the garden fol-
lowing considerable advocacy from 
the local community.  This excel-
lent move was sadly not matched 
by any increase in funding or staff-
ing.   Similarly, when the adventure 
playground was established it didn’t 
come with any money to maintain 
it.

Politicians are keen to ‘splash 
some cash’ on projects to give them 
a headline and photo opportunity, 
but not so keen to provide adequate 
funding to maintain the infrastruc-
ture.

The two full time staff and 
one part time trainee, assisted 
by a group of Friends of Botanic 
Gardens volunteers do an amaz-
ing job to keep Wittunga a spe-
cial place.   It is a local gem that 
deserves to be better resourced. 

If anyone is interested in vol-
unteering go to the Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide web-
site to join up and participate in 
the ‘Hands on Hort’ program at 
Wittunga. 

Andrew Tidswell
Blackwood

Bus Shelters and Council’s Asset 
Management Plans

T he Ja nua r y  2024 a r t icle 
“Student power results in new bus 
shelter near their school” was a 
great story about kids in our com-
munity creating positive change. 

It’s worth pointing out that 
Mitcham Council tracks the man-
agement of 159 bus shelters, but 
that’s a mixture of Council’s (87), 
the SA Government DPTI (36), and 
32 Adshell’s that earn advertising 
revenue for the SA Gov on main 
roads. 

This new one near Hawthorndene 
Primary School will be another 
owned by DPTI. The balance are 
at Flinders Uni (2), and one each 
at Flinders Medical Centre and at 
the Edinburgh Hotel. Unfortunately, 
they are not marked with who owns 
each one. 

Every year, Council builds new 
bus shelters (and new roads, kerbs, 
footpaths, car parks and bridg-
es), according to need as part of 
our funded New Capital Works 
Program. 

Of course, we also fund main-
taining the condition of all our 
existing assets.  We often hear 
from the community about the 
need for more footpaths in the hills, 
but seldom for new bus shelters. 
Unsurprising as Council main-
tains over 512km of footpaths and 
because over half of our roads in 
hills have no footpaths vs. ~ one 
third in the foothills and ~ 15% on 
the flats! 

That said, I’m pleased that after 
several years of not funding any 
new footpaths, we voted last August 
to allocate $882,000 for 16 new 
footpaths across the city. We build 
new footpaths where the staff iden-
tify need and as per priority. 

Up the hill, this included Ashby 
Avenue and Keith Road.  Progress 
will be made in delivering these 
footpaths during 2023/24 although 

construction completion will be 
unlikely for all within the 2023/24 
year. 

Every physical asset owned 
by Counci l  (and it’s  condi-
tion on a scale of 1 to 5) is view-
able online. Search for “Digital 
Asset Management Plans” on the 
Mitcham Council website on the 
page “Reports, management plans 
and guidelines”.  

These AMPs are due to be updat-
ed this year, so please have a look 
to see what Council is maintaining 
and building for our community 
and let us know what should be on 
the 2024/2025 budget as a priority.

Darren Kruse
Councillor for Craigburn Ward

Mitcham Council

Stop burning fossil fuels
Thousands of Scientists have 

been warning repeatedly that 
human induced climate change 
should be taken extremely seri-
ously. 

Scientists have noted world cli-
matic changes, some times devas-
tating, are now taking place up to 
50 times quicker than those record-
ed before in the past history of the 
Earth.

The answer does appear to be 
quite simple, because all that is 
necessary is to stop burning fossil 
fuels to create energy and human 
induced climate change becomes, 
in large part, a problem solved.

The reality of the situation is that 
many world corporations are earn-
ing massive profits being involved 
with using fossil fuels to cre-
ate energy and show little intent 
in forgoing the resulting massive 
earnings, regardless of the terrible 
damage they are inflicting upon 
millions of people across the world.

In my opinion, only urgently 
needed Federal Government inter-
vention can solve this problem.

Brian Measday
Kingswood

p  Have something to share 
with Blackwood Times readers 
... submit a Letter to the Editor 
including name and suburb -  e:  
info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

Letters to the Editor-
“I WAS drawn to this role with the 
desire to be a support to people 
at this difficult time in their lives,” 
said Duncan Fergusson (pictured 
below) who has recently rebranded 
his business to be with ‘Simplicity 
Funerals’.

“I believe this rebrand better aligns 
with the needs and expectations of 
our local community.  

“We are now able to offer our client 
families more affordable options, 
while maintaining a dignified and pro-
fessional service.”

Duncan has been involved in the 
Funeral Industry for 22 years and 
served as Location Manager at 
Aberfoyle Park for almost two years.

Prior to joining the Funeral industry, 
he was involved in the building indus-
try and before that a Church Minister.

“For me, the greatest reward in this 

role is knowing you have helped a 
family create positive memories of 
a difficult time.  It is humbling and 
rewarding when a family expresses 
their gratitude to you for your support 
and guidance through the challenging 
process,” added Duncan.

He is SA born and bred, lives local-
ly, and when not at work loves gar-
dening, walking, fishing, and kayak-
ing. 

Duncan is married with two adult 
sons and four beautiful grandchil-
dren.

p  You can contact Duncan at 
Simplicity Funerals Aberfoyle Park 
on 8270 2511 or visit www.simpli-
cityfunerals.com.au
(See advert on page 2 of this edition)

Offering affordable options
with a dignified service
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    BLACKWOOD DISTRICT BUSINESS & TRADE DIRECTORY

Also available online 24/7 ... simply go to

blackwoodbusinessdirectory.com.au
SHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

FREEFREE

Looking for the
contact details of 

a local tradesperson 
or business?

You’ll find them all in the
Blackwood

Business & Trade 
Directory

2024 edition out in March
or you can visit

www.blackwoodbusiness
directory.com.au 

anytime

Blackwood Lions Bargain Centre
Shepherds Hill Road,  Eden Hills

(next to Karinya Reserve)

Saturday from
8.30am-12.30pm

For good quality
second hand items

at unbelievable prices!!
And if you have good condition items you no longer need ...

drop them off Saturday morning or

email for pick up:  blackwoodlions@yahoo.com
www.blackwoodlions.org.au

Being delivered 
early March or 
pick up a copy 

when out shopping

http://www.simplicityfunerals.com.au
http://www.blackwoodlions.org.au
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Want to work locally & 
attract local customers?

Then advertise locally in 
The Blackwood Times 

on the ‘Phone Local’ pages

Phone Miles : 0428 246 824
or email:  

info@blackwoodtimes.com.au

Large and small jobs  H  Tight access
Steep & sloping sites

Your Local Digger over 40 years experience

Phone John today 
for a free quote 0411 510 029

DIGGERS

BLACKWOOD

www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au

BOB CAT &
EXCAVATION SERVICES

LOCAL

DRIVER TRAINING

Lic. PGE 227968

ELECTRICIANS

•  All electrical work •  Smoke alarms
•  Safety switches   •  TV / Phone / NBN
•  Switchboard & meter box upgrades

Phone 0409 380 344
email: ctekelec@gmail.com       Lic. No. PGE 189808

HIRE EQUIPMENT

176 Main rd Blackwood

8370 2488
blackwoodhire.com

GARDEN & LAWN
MAINTENANCE

Free Quotes  •  26 years experience
Insured with references

www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au

4  Yard Clean Up  4  Mulching  4  Lawns 
4  Hedging / Pruning  4  Rubbish Removal

           0418 884 977
Reliable, Complete GaRden SeRviCe

maRCel FoRtieR

lawn & YaRd
SeRviCe

General garden maintenance 
& services including planting, 

pruning, hedging, weeding, 
spraying, mulching, whipper 

snipping, lawn mowing, 
irrigation & garden makeovers.

        0419 001 222
BELAIR

e:  greenthumb_by_meri
@icloud.com

GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTER 
CLEANING

0412 204 645

Contact us for all your
gutter cleaning and  solar

panel cleaning
requirements

 

 

WWW://ROOFTOFLOOR.COM.AU
www.rooftofloor.com.au

JEWELLERY &
WATCH REPAIRS

20% off any product in-store*
*

"

"

LOCKSMITHS

Member of Master Locksmiths Assn
& Master Builders Assn

BLACKWOOD
LOCKSMITHS

0412 829 775

H Door & WinDoW Locks
Supplied, Installed & Repaired

H keys cut

H restricteD Master key systeMs

H safes openeD & repaireD

LAWYERS

ROBERT SAUNDERS
& ASSOCIATES

Solicitors & Barristers
Commercial lawyers specialising in:

Contracts  •  Franchises  •  Leases  •  Debt Recovery
Small Business Matters   •   Employment  
Wills & Estates  •  Property Conveyancing

Phone 8278 6800  or  0417 880 228
e: robert@robertsaunders.com.au

www.robertsaunders.com.au
available after hours or for home visits

22 mAIn rd, belAIr
(in the offices of Robbins Lawyers
& Conveyancers)

info@jacksonlegal.com.au
www.jacksonlegal.com.au

Jackson
    & Associates

Mark Jackson
Wills  •  Powers of Attorney  

Advance Care Directives   •  Probate
Deceased Estate Administration

8278 8566

LAWNMOWER SALES
SERVICE & REPAIRS

Phone 8374 3399
64 Springbank Road, Panorama

Southern 
Lawnmower Centre

wide RanGe oF outdooR GaRden 
equipment inCludinG Stihl

SaleS - SeRviCe - RepaiRS

MOBILE PHONE
& TABLET REPAIRS

364-370 Shepherds Hill Road * 8278 4484

Located in the
Woolworths Shopping Centre

info@phonesmiths.com.au  • www.phonesmiths.com.au

All major brands of mobile phones & tablets
‘No fix - No fee’ Policy :  Free Assessment
4 physical damage   4 cracked screens   4 liquid 
damage   4 software faults   4 insurance reports

PAINTING

InterIor & exterIor

Free Quotes

25 years local experience
Lic. No. BLD26174

THOMAS PAINTING
  and REPAIRS

Phone Mark on
0417 822 482

PLUMBING & GAS

Blackwood Plumbing
& Hot Water Service

Old style plumbing service

Call Mark on
0417 865 481

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 1883

• HOT WATER  • ALL PLUMBING & GAS
• 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

  • PENSIONER DISCOUNT
• NO CALL OUT FEE

Call us on
8123 3535

Master Plumber Lic No. PGE 287231

TREE MAINTENANCE

SWIMMING POOL
& SPA SERVICING

phone Matthew on

0422 181 935

THOMPSON’SPool
Service

+ Swimming Pool &
     Spa Service
+ Pumps & Chlorinators
+ Maintenance & Equipment

0419 867 724 • 8278 2538

http://www.johnwalterslandscaping.com.au
http://www.learntodriveadelaide.com.au
http://www.carlingelectrical.com
http://
http://www.ctekelectrical.com.au
http://www.blackwoodhire.com
http://www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au
http://www.marcelfortierlawnandyard.com.au
http://rooftofloor.com.au/solar-panel-cleaning
http://www.elegantimages.net.au
http://www.robertsaunders.com.au
http://www.jacksonlegal.com.au
www.phonesmiths.com.au
http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
http://www.blackwoodplumbing.com.au
https://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
http://www.aquatekplumbers.com.au
https://www.blackwoodtree.com.au


12 - FEBRUARY 2024 www.blackwoodtimes.com.au

“Being prepared for bushfires
is important. I have compiled
some important information

and ideas on how to stay safe
this fire season. Contact my

office for your copy.

ca

CatherineHutchessonMP
1/7-9 Young St
Blackwood SA 5051

waite@parliament.sa.gov.au 8278 5844

Catherine Hutchesson MP
    Member for Waite

Building a resilient community
Authorised by C. Hutchesson, 1/7-9 Young St, Blackwood SA 5051

Prepare . Act . Survive
Leaving early is always best option

by Catherine hutChesson
MP for Waite
Cfs uPPer sturt volunteer

AT MY 2023 Bushfire Resilience Forum, I 
heard from a number of community members 
who have questioned locations where they can 
go on ‘Catastrophic Days’. 

Since then, I have been working with var-
ious stakeholders on opportunities for resi-
dents when these days occur.  I am proud to 
share these initiatives which have so far been 
secured, and I assure you that I am continually 
exploring more opportunities for our commu-
nity.

The generous family at Wallis Mitcham is 
offering $10 movie tickets on Catastrophic 
Days, exclusively for Mitcham Hills residents. 
They are also opening their foyer and lounge as 
a cool refuge for anyone in need. So, next time 
the mercury soars, why not catch the latest 
movie in the cool comfort of the cinema? Just 
remember to bring along proof of residence, 
like a driver’s license with your postcode.

After conversations with the SA Aquatic & 
Leisure Centre at Marion, they have generous-
ly provided $20 family pool vouchers. These 
vouchers are available from my office and 
are an excellent addition to your Catastrophic 
Day plan. They are intended for use only on 
Catastrophic Days by residents in the Mitcham 
Hills within the Waite electorate.

For those of us with furry family members, 
the Tonsley Innovation Hub at 1284 South 
Road, Tonsley, is available to access on 
Catastrophic Days.  They offer change rooms 
and food options from 9am-3pm (Monday - 
Friday).  Kids can even bring their bikes or 
scooters.

The Blackwood Uniting Church (near 
the Blackwood roundabout), located with-
in a Bushfire Safe Zone, opens its doors on 
Catastrophic Days.  The church is fully air-
conditioned and pet-friendly. I encourage you 
to make your decisions early and have a plan 
for the day. If possible, it is better to be out of 
the district.

You can also opt to visit the Mitcham 
Memorial Library or the Aberfoyle Park Hub 
Library on these high-risk days.

I would like to thank all these venues for 
showing support to our area.  

I am committed to building our community’s 
resilience and will continue to work diligently 
to find more options for local residents.          p

by Catherine hutChesson
MP for Waite
Cfs uPPer sturt volunteer

THE Country Fire Service (CFS) is 
an incredible family of local com-
munity members who are always 
prepared to help others, come rain, 
hail or shine. 

These volunteers a re ready 
to drop everything at a moment’s 
notice, even in the middle of the 
night or on blazing hot days, often 
risking their own lives to assist oth-
ers. 

When my son and I joined, we 
were welcomed with open arms. 
Many of the volunteers became 
great mentors to my son, who even-
tually joined their ranks.

As your Member for Waite, I have 
had the opportunity to spend time 
with and get to know brigade mem-
bers from across the Sturt Group. 
They all share a common trait - an incredible 
drive and commitment to protect our com-
munity. 

I realised that we need to know our volun-
teers better. The posters we usually see about 
bushfires often feature people who aren’t from 
our area and have no connection to our com-
munity.  I felt that needed to change, and the 
Sturt Group Officer, Dale Thompson, agreed.

To truly get to know our firefighters, we 
decided to create our own posters, celebrate 
our own volunteers, and remind our communi-
ty that while the area we live in is stunning, it 
also carries the risk of bushfire. So, when you 
visit our local businesses, schools, and com-
munity centres across the district from Belair 
to Coromandel Valley, keep an eye out for our 
new posters and get to know our volunteers.

I have personally distributed these posters 
to many local businesses, but if I missed yours 
and you would like one to show your support, 
please get in touch with me, and I will person-
ally deliver one to you.

When you look at these incredible people 
in the posters, remember that they are your 
neighbours, family members, and friends. They 
might work in a local business, have children at 
your school, or play on your sports team. 

They are just like you and understand the 
value of volunteering, not only for what it 
brings to the community but also for what it 
brings to them.

So, I ask, have you considered joining the 
CFS? Our brigades are often looking for new 
volunteers, especially for daytime responses. 
You don’t have to fight fires; there are other 
roles you can fill, so don’t be put off by the fear 
of having to jump on a truck. You could work 
on the radios, join the support crew, or fill 
another role. In the CFS, there is a role for you.

Trust me, it is the best group to be a part 
of. It is one of the most important roles in our 
community, and I hope that you will consider 
joining your local brigade.

Of course, the CFS is not the only oppor-
tunity to volunteer. We have some incredible 
community groups and individuals who give 
so freely of their time, whether it’s through 
the Lions Club, Rotary Clubs, Zonta, Friends 
of Parks, those who keep our sporting clubs 
going, Church volunteers, both directly or 
through associated groups, our action groups, 
and those who give their time at our schools.

p  If you are interested in volunteering for the 
Sturt Group CFS, contact the Group Officer 
on 8370 3600.

Organisations open up for 
you on ‘Catastrophic Days’

Join up with important role 
as a CFS daytime responder  

◆ Photo - Catherine (centre) with some family pool vouchers provided by the staff of SA Aquatic & Leisure 
Centre at Marion for use on declared ‘Catastrophic Bushfire Days’

◆ Photo - Catherine has been busy out and about in Blackwood 
encouraging shop owers to display the localised CFS posters

176 Main Road
Blackwood 8370 2488

It’s bushfire season ... do you    
  need to clean up around
      your property?

Make the job easier with
              equipment from ...

G Garden Blowers
G Mulchers
G Chainsaws

        Call into our Depot for all your Hire equipment neeDs or visit

blackwoodhire.com
for our full proDuCt Hire range

G Hedge Trimmers 
G Brush Cutters
G Trailers   

https://www.facebook.com/CatherineHutchessonMP
http://www.blackwoodhire.com

